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Foreword
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Distinguished Senior Fellow, Baylor Institute for Studies of Religion 1

When he saw the crowds, he was moved with pity for them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Matt 9:36

Remember that at one time you were without Messiah, alienated from the
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, without hope
and without God in this world. Eph 2:12

1 Prof. McDermott teaches in the areas of history and doctrine, world religions, Anglican studies,
and Jonathan Edwards. Before Beeson, he was the Jordan-Trexler Professor of Religion at Roanoke
College. An Anglican priest, he is the teaching pastor at Christ the King Anglican Church, Hoover,
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books, including Do Christians, Muslims, and Jews Worship the Same God?: Four Views (Zondervan,
2019; 240 pp.); Everyday Glory: The Revelation of God in All of Reality (Baker Academic, 2018; 224
pp.); Israel Matters: Why Christians Must Think Differently about the People and the Land (Brazos
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Struggling with an Impediment (Cascade, 2016; 121 pp.); editor and contributor, The New Christian
Zionism: Fresh Perspectives on Israel and the Land (IVP Academic, 2016; 353 pp.); with Ron Story,
The Other Jonathan Edwards: Selected Writings on Society, Love, and Justice (University of
Massachusetts Press, 2015; 168 pp.); with Harold Netland, A Trinitarian Theology of Religions: An
Evangelical Proposal (Oxford University Press, 2014; 428 pp.); with Michael McClymond, The
Theology of Jonathan Edwards (Oxford University Press, 2012; 784 pp.; which won Christianity
Today’s 2013 award for Top Book in Theology/Ethics); The Oxford Handbook of Evangelical Theology
(Oxford University Press, 2010; 554 pp.); Jonathan Edwards Confronts the Gods: Christian Theology,
Enlightenment Religion, and Non-Christian Faiths (Oxford University Press, 2000; 258 pp.); Can
Evangelicals Learn from Non-Christian Religions? Jesus, Revelation and the Religions (InterVarsity
Press, 2000; 235 pp.); Seeing God: Jonathan Edwards and Spiritual Discernment (Regent College
Publishing, 2000; 262 pp.), and with William A. Fintel, M.D., Cancer: A Medical and Theological Guide
for Patients and Their Families (Baker Books, 2004; 351 pp.). Plus he has made many contributions to
books and written many articles, including articles in Bibliotheca Sacra, Journal of Markets and
Morality, Christianity Today, Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society, Theology Today, First
Things, Journal of Religious Ethics, and The New England Quarterly. See GMcDermo@samford.edu.
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Pastoral theology is an attempt by leaders in God’s Church to be
like Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep. The word “pastoral”
comes from the Latin and Old French and means a shepherd who
leads his flocks to places where they can eat.

Jesus saw that the crowds were afflicted from without (harassed)
and tormented from within (helpless). So is the worldwide Body of
Christ today. More and more it is persecuted by enemies who want to
destroy it, even in the global North where until recently it was the
principal bulwark of civilization. It is attacked from within by two
great heresies. The first is against the doctrine of creation, which
holds that marriage is the union of man and woman. The second is
against the doctrine of salvation, which holds that Jesus Messiah
(Christ) offers salvation from eternal suffering apart from God, and
that this eternal suffering is real.

In this dark world where many are alienated and without God and
hope, pastoral theology offers both God and hope. Orthodox pastoral
theology knows that Jesus responded to harassed sheep by providing
both healing and teaching (Matt 9:35). Orthodox pastoral theologians
know that the Church must appeal to both mind and heart, for neither
intellectualism nor sentimentalism satisfies. It knows that it is not
enough for people to find God’s forgiveness (justification) without
also pursuing holiness (sanctification). It recognizes that Lone
Ranger Christianity (me and Jesus) is a perversion of the gospel and
risks losing the true Jesus. It uses the great wealth of the historic
Church to bring enlightenment and healing to sick and benighted
souls. It points people toward not only the Word but also the
Sacraments of the church. There they will find true community with
genuine healing and restoration.

This book will help provide the healing which this world and
Church so desperately need. May the Triune God use this volume to
help pastors ministering to God’s sheep.

Prof. Gerald R. McDermott
Beeson Divinity School

Sanford University
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