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IIIII Postscript IIIII 

Frank "Cocky" Moore became a cause d:lebre when his plight 
was widely publicized in the Louisiana news media. The war
den's office was inundated with calls and mail offering him 
assistance, employment, visits, and even a few marriage propos
als. Two attorneys, Vernon Claville and Michael Walker, along 
with the Lakeside Baptist Church, all of Shreveport, began an 
active fight for his freedom. In January 1980, Governor Edwin 
Edwards commuted Cocky's sentence to fifty-five years, and he 
was released. A long-lost cousin, who had become a successful 
New Orleans businessman, took him in. Several months later, 
Cocky and his cousin had become great friends and were spend
ing much of their time together engaging in their favorite pas
time, fishing. 

Edward Lassiter and Earl Billiot were also freed. Within six 
months, Billiot committed another sex offense and was returned 
to prison, where he remains. James Poindexter's sentence was 
commuted to sixty years by Governor Edwards, and he was 
released a few days later after serving thirty-one years behind 
bars. Qn July 17, 1979, Edwards commuted the sentence of 
Joseph Williams, but his intended release, queered by confusion 
created by conflicting state laws, caused him to remain impris
oned for several more years. Jack Turner also remained impris
oned until he was paroled in 1989 to a nursing home in St. 
Francisville after spending thirty-three years in prison. 

"Conversations with the Dead" won the 1979 American Bar 
Association's Silver Gavel Award. It was the first time in the 
ABA's hundred-year history that it honored a prisoner publica
tion. 

THE SEXUAL JUNGLE 

I I I I I 
Wilbert Rideau 

Leaving the bullpen, he strolled toward the cell area. Stepping into 
the darkened cell, he was swept into a whirlwind of violent movement 
that flung him hard against the wall, knocking the wind from him. A 
rough, callused hand encircled his throat, the fingers digging painfully 
into his neck, cutting off the scream rushing to his lips. "Holler, whore, 
and you die," a hoarse voice warned, the threat emphasized by the 
knife point at his throat. He nodded weakly as a rag was stuffed in his 
mouth. The hand left his neck. Thoughts of death moved sluggishly 
through his terror-stricken mind as his legs, weak with fear, threatened 
to give out from under him. An anguished prayer formed in his heart, 
and his facial muscles twitched uncontrollably. He was thrown on the 
floor, his pants pulled off him. As a hand profanely squeezed his 
buttocks, he felt a flush of embarrassment and anger, more because of 
his basic weakness-which prevented his doing anything to stop what 
was happening-than because of what was actually going on. His 
throat grunted painful noises, an awful pleading whine that went 
ignored as he felt his buttocks spread roughly apart. A searing pain 
raced through his body as the hardness of one of his attackers tore 
roughly into his rectum. "Shake back, bitch!" a voice urged. "Give him 
a wiggle!" His rapist expressed delight as his body flinched and quiv
ered from the burning cigarettes being applied to his side by other 
inmates gleefully watching. A sense of helplessness overwhelmed him 
and he began to cry, and even after the last penis was pulled out of his 
abused and bleeding body, he still cried, overwhelmed by the knowl
edge that it was not over, that this was only the beginning of a night
mare that would only end with violence, death, or release from prison. 

R :~ pc .. . fo r women, one of the most terrifying words in the 
En!!, li sh bn~u ap;c. It h:111nts th eir footsteps like a vengeful ghost and 
' 1n·ps int o t!wir dn ·.11ll '• ldu · .1 siknt thief in the night , stealing their 
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and fear of becoming a victim of sexual violence are a part of every 
woman's consciousness-but, while many women live in fear of rape, 
so must the typical man walking into the average jail or prison in the 
nation, where rape and other sexual violence are as much a part of the 
mens' pained existence as the walls holding them prisoner. 

Penal administrators rarely talk about the sexual violence that 
plagues their institutions, turning prisons and jails into jungles. Pris
oners are too involved to ever want to do anything more than forget 
it once they regain their freedom. On the rare occasions when the 
subject is discussed, it is euphemistically referred to as "the homosex
ual problem," as if it's a matter of individual sexual preference or 
perversion, something done only by homosexual "perverts," sickos 
slobbering at the mouth for an attractive young boy. And it's often the 
butt of jokes. But rape and other sexual violence in prison has little 
to do with "heterosexuality" or "homosexuality" and is generally not 
the work of sex-crazed perverts. And, despite the humorous references 
to it, rape is a deadly serious affair in the pained world behind bars, 
almost always a matter of power and control-and often, of life and 
death. 

Man's gre~test pain, whether in life or in prison, is the sense of 
personal insignificance, of being helpless and of no real value as a 
person, an in~ividual-a man. Imprisoned and left without any voice 
in or control over the things that affect him, his personal desires and 

feelings regarded with gracious indiff~rence, and treated at best like a 
child and at worst like an animal by those having control of his life, 
a prisoner leads a life of acute deprivation and insignificance. The 
psychological pain involved in such an existence creates an urgent and 
terrible need for reinforcement of his sense of manhood and personal 
worth. Unfortunately, prison deprives those locked within of the 

no rmal avenues of pursuing gratification of their needs and leaves 
rhem no instruments but sex, violence, and conquest to validate their 
sense of manhood and individual worth. And they do, channeling all 
of their frustra ted drives into the pursuit of power, findinggratifica
t ion in the conquest and defeat, the domination and subjugation of 
v:t ch other. Thus, the world of the prisoner is ruled by force, violence, 
:tnd p:tss ions. Since the prison population consists of men whos 
~nw : tiit y, st· nsc of nnscuiinity, and sexual frame of n·(nc·tH , .. 1n· 
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hood and personal importance, and providing them the gratification 

of their needs that would, in the normal world, be provided by 
women. Within that peculiar societal context, an exaggerated empha

sis is placed on the status of "man," and the pursuit of power assumes 
overriding importance because power translates into security, pres

tige, physical and emotional gratification, wealth-survival. 
Rape in prison is rarely a sexual act, but one of violence, politics, 

and an acting out of power roles. "Most of your homosexual rape is 
a macho thing," says Colonel Walter Pence, the chief of security at the 
Louisiana State Penitentiary at Angola. "It's basically one guy saying 

to another: 'I'm a better man than you and I'm gonna turn you out 
to prove it.' I've investigated about a hundred cases personally, and 
I've not seen one that's just an act of passion. It's definitely a macho/ 
power thing among the inmates. And it's the basically insecure prison-

ers who do it." 
The act of rape in the ultramasculine world of prison constitutes 

the ultimate humiliation visited upon a male, the forcing of him to 
assume the role of a woman. It is not sexual and not really regarded 
as "rape" in the same sense that society regards the term. In fact, it 
isn't even referred to as "rape." In the Louisiana penal system, both 
prisoners and personnel generally refer to the act as "turning out," a 
nonsexual description that reveals the nonsexual ritualistic nature of 
what is really an act of conquest and emasculation, stripping the male 

victim of his status as a "man.'' The act redefines him as a "female" 
in this perverse subculture, and he must assume that role as the 
"property" of his conqueror or whoever claimed him and arranged 

his emasculation. He becomes a slave in the fullest sense of the term. 
"Sex and power go hand in hand in prison," C. Paul Phelps, 

secretary of the Louisiana Department of Corrections, explains. "De

prived of the normal avenues, there are very few ways in prison for 
a man to show how powerful he is-and the best way to do so is for 
one to have a slave, another who is in total submission to him.'' 

The pursuit of power via sexual violence and the enslavement of 

weaker prisoners is not peculiar to the Louisiana penal system. It is an 
in rcv. ral feature of imprisonment throughout the United States, in 
hoth j:tils and prisons, and even in juvenile institutions-yes, the 
< ltiidrvn do it , too. Dr . Anthony M. Scacco, Jr., a criminologist for
llll'l'i y witlt ( :untH't tit ttt '~ lkp:trttncnt of Corrections, publishing the 
ll ''l ttit •• 11l .1 'l ltHi y 111 ill •• htH>il /{,f {ll ' lltl ' t i\11/t, rcportn itlt :tl r:tpc :ntd 
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other sexual violence were rampant in juvenile and young-adult insti

tutions in Connecticut. Staff at Michigan's Wayne County Jail once 
candidly admitted that "guards are unable to prevent cases of rob
bery, assault, and homosexual rape among inmates." An exhaustive 
1968 study of the Philadelphia prison system by the police department 
and the district attorney's office concluded that sexual violence, in the 
word of Chief Assistant District Attorney Alan Davis, was "epi

demic." In 1968, Illinois' Cook County Jail officials reported mass 
rapes to be "routine occurrences at Cook County Jail." 

And while few prisoner-victims ever want to talk about their expe
riences, every now and then one will . In 1977, during hearings in 
federal District Court in Cincinnati, an inmate from Ohio's Lucasville 
State Prison told Judge Timothy Hogan that he had been raped 
shortly after his arrival there. "The guys that raped me put a straight 
razor to my throat and held me down," he testified, adding that he 
had to become a "wife" to one prisoner in order to protect himself 
from random sexual attacks by others. "I had no choice, so I got a 
man," the inmate said. "I didn't want to be killed." He testified that 

he had been sold for sexual purposes by one prisoner to another. " I 
was sold four times to different guys," once for $400, he told the court. 

Dr. Frank L. Rundle served as chief psychiatrist of the 2,200-man 
California T--raining Facility at Soledad, and also as director of psychi
atry of Prison Health Services for all of the correctional institutions, 
both juvenile and adult, in New York City. His observations have led 
him to conclude that rape and other sexual violence are universal in 
the nation's prisons. "I think that that same picture is true of any 
prison," he states. "It's not just Angola or San Quentin or Soledad. 
lt is a feature of prison life everywhere. 

"This whole macho/power, master/slave thing certainly does go 
on, and it goes on in several different categories," Dr. Rundle ex
plains. "There certainly are weak men who become forced into the 
position of being a slave or the 'whore' and accept it unwillingly-but 
:1ccept it. They have no alternative---they're either going to be hurt or 
killed if they don't . On the other hand, there are a lot of younger, 
wc::tke r guys who are unwilling to get into the struggle of establishing 
t hemsdves as strong macho men and who will seek out a strong 111 ::1 11 

to protect them- and in that case become a voluntary sort pf ~ I.1 V!', 

k11 owi• •g th :ll thnt is the onl y way they're going ' " '.II IVI\'1 . I ill' 
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don't really want, or become sort of gang property ... and that' s 

much less acceptable to a lot of them." And Dr. Rundle points out 
that "generally, those who are turned out and made into slaves remain 

slaves and never can get out of that." 

James Dunn was one of the exceptions: He freed himself from his 
enslaved state, but at a terrible price. Dunn first came to Angola in 
March 1960 at the tender age of nineteen, toting a three-year sentence 

for burglary. A month after his arrival, he received a call to go to the 
library, where an inmate "shoved me into a dark room where his 
partner was waiting. They beat me up and raped me. That was to 
claim me," Dunn explains. "When they finished, they told me that I 
was for them, then went out and told everyone else that they had 
claimed me." He recalls his reaction as being "one of fear, of wanting 

to survive. Once it happened, that was it-unless you killed one of 
them, and I was short [i.e., had a short sentence] and wanted to go 
home. So I decided I'd try to make the best of it." He cites an 
influencing factor in his decision: "During my first week here, I saw 
fourteen guys rape one youngster 'cause he refused to submit. They 
snatched him up, took him into the TV room and, man, they did 
everything to him-1 mean, everything, and they wouldn't even use no 
grease. When they finished with him, he had to be taken to the 
hospital where they had to sew him back up; then they had to take him 
to the nuthouse at Jackson 'cause he cracked up." Shaking his head 
at the memory, Dunn says: "Man, I didn't want none of that kind of 
action, and my only protection was in sticking with my old man, the 

guy who raped me." 
Few female rape victims in society must repay their rapist for the 

violence he inflicted upon them by devoting their existence to servic

ing his every need for years after-but rape victims in the world of 
prison must. And Dunn, like others, became his rapist's "old lady," 
his "wife." And, as the man's wife, Dunn did "whatever the hell he 
wanted me to do." The alternative, Dunn points out, was: "Back 

then, they'd throw acid in a kid's face, beat 'em up, and everything 
d~c you cn n th ink of." But Dunn was fortunate, in that all his owner 

rl'qt•irl'd of him was to be a good housewife. And Dunn was. He'd 
w:1sh :tnd t:tkl' C: IIT of hi~ oiJ m:-~n's clothin g, make the beds, prepare 
IIII',IJ.. , h11 ~ 1 pi 111 pJr~ 1111 his f:tlT :111d !); iVl' him 111:1 SS:lf!;CS, :111d genera lly 
d11 ,dl ,,1 tltt 1111 '111 . .1 t11111J'.'• th .11 lll 'l'dn l doi ii J',. l.ikl' :dl othn wivt ·s 
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' 

james Dunn (Courtesy The Angolite) 

around the world, he'd also take care of his man's sexual needs, with 

the only difference being that Dunn could never say no. His old man 

had a dope habit and once, not having enough money to get a fix, he 

sold Dunn for two bags of heroin and the settlement of a hundred

dollar debt. As a slave, Dunn had a market value at the time of $150. 

"Two weeks later," Dunn recounts, "he bought me back because he 

was loving me." Two months after that, Dunn was paro led. 
At the age of twenty-one Dunn returned to Angola with a fiv e-year 

sentence for parole vio lation :md burglary. I I is former ow ner w:1s sri II 

hen:, :tnd " lw k1 nw know in no llll l"l" rl :ti lt ll"l"lliS 1h :11 1hinJ-!,S h:tdn ' l 
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about it. Back then, cliques were running everything and that was how 
you survived." 

Dunn did not rebel. He was eligible for parole again in two years 
and he didn't want to do anything that would mess up his chances of 

making it. But he had changed somewhat. While he accepted the role 

of slave again, he was already thinking of ways to free himself of that 

state. "I waited on the parole, playing it cool, so that I wouldn't 

jeopardize it," he recalls. "But I made up my mind that if I missed the 

parole, I'd do something to stop this and become a man again, the 

kind of man I could respect .... I was being used. I was a slave. There 

was nothing I could do on my own. I had to have permission from my 

old man for everything I wanted to do, even to just step out of the 

dormitory, to go anywhere or do anything. Hell, my life wasn't 

mine--it was his, and I just lived for his pleasure. I didn't want to live 

like that. I was tired of it." 

The Parole Board denied Dunn's request for parole. "And I decided 
that I wasn 't going to live that kind of life no longer," he says. "And 

when my old man went home, I had made up my mind that I wasn't 

gonna be for nobody else." He knew freeing himself wouldn't be easy 

and that he could be killed. "You know how it was back then, the 
attitude and all-'Once a whore, always a whore,' " he explains. 

"Everything and everybody in here worked to keep you a whore once 
you became one--even the prison. If a whore went to the authorities, 

all they'd do is tell you that since you already a whore, they couldn't 

do nothing for you, and for you to go on back to the dorm and settle 
down and be a good old lady. Hell, they'd even call the whore's old 

man up and tell him to take you back down and keep you quiet. Now, 

if you wasn't a whore and you went to them, that was different
they'd take some action. But if you was already a whore, their attitude 

was more or less that you just go on and be one, and the most you'd 

get out of complaining is some marriage counseling, with them talking 

to you and your old man to iron out your difficulties. As for the 
courts, they didn't give a damn about prisoners back then and they 

wouldn't illll'l'l'vn · in wh:1t happened up here. So, when I decided to 

q11i1 lwiiiJ' .. 1 will llt ', I knt ·w il t:ll I would be bucking everything
pri .~tt ll< ' l' ,.,, pt 'l 'ot>i lli tl , 1l11 w l~<ol <' ,1.11 1111 sys rl'nl." 
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selling Dunn or transferring his ownership of him to a friend, he left 
him on his own, probably because he cared for Dunn. Now that he 
had no old man, other inmates moved in on Dunn in attempts to claim 
him as their property. It wasn't difficult for him to find the determina
tion to stick to his resolution to be a man. "After literally being 
screwed in and screwed over, misused and treated like an animal for 
so long, I had learned how to hate," Dunn explains. So he fought. 
There were between fifteen and twenty fights during the next two 
months. But the strain and pressure he had to live under soon wore 
his nerves to a frazzle. "I was tired of this dumb shit. They wouldn't 
let me be a man, and I was tired of having to fight off everybody." His 
last fight was with Coy Bell, an inmate serving time for kidnapping 
and rape. "He threatened me," Dunn says. "I did the only thing I 
could do. I killed him." That cost Dunn an eighteen-month stay in a 
cell, but the killing made a difference. "Nobody tried to claim me 
anymore," he recounts. "I was finally free--but it cost like hell." That 
killing added a life sentence to his original time, and, after seventeen 
years here, Dunn is still paying the price of his freedom from sexual 

enslavement. 
For the next four years, his life was relatively peaceful, and he was 

his own man. But this peaceful state of affairs only lasted until 1968, 
when Dunn h-ad to fight once more to reaffirm his manhood. He 
stabbed another inmate, an act that added six more years to his 
sentence and got him a thirteen-month stay in solitary confinement, 
a period that proved beneficial to him. "Man, I got to thinking that 
this was all so futile," he recalls. "I wanted to get out of prison, but 
I was just getting deeper and deeper into it. And it was there that I 
decided that, no matter what happened, I would do everything in my 
power to try to prevent what happened to me from happening to other 
kids." That became Dunn's personal mission in life, one he's pursued 
since. Upon his return to the Big Yard, Dunn went to work, waiting 
for the weekly new arrivals to the prison and pulling the youngsters 
over to the side to educate them about the various games of con and 
violence that other inmates would play on them in attempts to turn 
them out. If they needed money or items from the store, Dunn would 
personally take them to the canteen and buy whatever they needed, to 
prevent them from borrowing things from guys who wollld ht n i11~ist 

tq)(llt co ll ect ing the debt hy turning them out . Ovn ti ll' Y' '" •• I >111111 
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inmates use to snare the unlearned and unwary in a web of violence 
and slavery. Working to help and protect the young and the weak has 
been his constant theme. When Dunn learned that the Lafayette Juve
nile & Young Adult Program, which houses local juvenile offenders, 
was in need of money, he conducted Green Stamps fund drives. With 
a group of other inmates he created the L.J.Y.A. Club of Angola, 
which operates a pizza concession at the prison, with all proceeds 
going to help support the juvenile home. When prison authorities 
approved him for outside travel a couple of years ago, Dunn took his 
tragic tale to Louisiana schoolkids as part of an Angola Jaycees 
juvenile crime-prevention program, telling them about his experi

ences as a slave and the violence he had been involved in, and pleading 
with them to obey the law and stay out of prison. 

It is a truism that men will attempt to function as "normally" as 
possible given the situation they are forced to contend with. A world 
of deprivation is marked by the pursuit of substitutes-the law of 
supply and demand prevails. So, while homosexual rape in prison is 
initially a macho/power thing, slaves are created because a need exists 
for slaves-to serve as women-substitutes, for the expression and 
reinforcement of one's masculinity, for a sexual outlet, for income 
and/or service, for the sense of self-worth and importance, and so on. 
Slaves are "property" and, as such, are gambled for, sold, traded, and 
auctioned off like common cattle. What results is a widespread system 
of slavery and exploitation created and maintained by fear and vio
lence, a system that involves all either by choice or by force, a system 
that also serves as the foundation for the maintenance of the peculiar 
macho/homosexual culture that exists in the nation's jails and pris
ons. 

The deprivation of basic human needs and the effort to find substi
tute gratification are the forces that shape the world of prison, its 
culture, its values, and the roles of those trapped within it. Sharp class 
lines divide the prisoners who are "men" ("studs," "wolves," 

"jocks," and so forth) and those who are slaves ("whores," "turn
outs," "galboys," "prisoners," "kids," "bitches," "punks," "old la
dies"). An inmate is alw::~ys identified by his place on the continuum 
of p:tssivc ~tiKI dont i n:111t , W(':t k :1 nd strong, with the weak and passive 
vit·wnl :tnd rcl:ttcd t11 .1·. " lt•ttt.tk ." /\ s those inv cstig:lting sexua l 
vutlt ' IH I ' 111 11 11' l'lltl.tdt lpl11 ,1 I" i'ollll '•Y'· II ' III oJ,.,,., v• ·d, th e "•H ud " in . 1 
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homosexual relationship "does not consider himself to be a homosex

ual, or even to have engaged in homosexual acts." The prison sexual 
terms "pitching" and "catching" exemplifies how the definitions are 
based on aggressive and passive sexual roles. An elaborate subcultural 
code exists with respect to the treatment and behavior of the enslaved. 
As Dr. Rundle points out: "There are rules which every inmate is 
expected to follow in dealing with a man's boy or whore--that they're 
off limits and they know if [they go] past those limits, they're in 
trouble from the old man ... even to the point of risk of death. On 
the other hand, all those who are identified as whores or punks are 
required to show respect to all those identified as old men or studs. I 
think that's part of the prison culture everywhere." 

While the first sexual act performed on the prisoner, the rape, was 
essentially nonsexual, aimed at redefining his role, the ensuing sexual 
activity he will be made to engage in as a "female" while in prison will 
be sexual in nature as well as in form. Jails and prisons are crammed 
fu ll of men at the peak of their sexual potential, and they need sexual 
outlets. But since the majority of the prisoners don't own slaves, their 
need for a sexual outlet creates a large market for potential profit. In 
:1 n economic sense, a slave is capital stock, property that can be made 
ro produce income, and prison pimps don't hesitate to put their 
whores to work hustling for profit. How many tricks a whore will 
turn depends upon how much administrative heat there is. If there's 
none, he handles as many as possible. As for physical limitations, one 
Angola "homosexual" explained: "Well, ·a man who has forced an
(lther into this life--do you really believe that he cares? The boy 

h:1 ndles as much as he can, all day, every day, until he gets hemor
rhoids, and then his old man might feel something for him and give 
him a break." But most of the turn-outs don't hustle because their 

n:htionship with their old man is mostly a "man-wife" thing, in 
which case all they have to worry about is satisfying their old man. 

and don't come back in my face, bitch, unless you got the money!" 
.1 ll: an , sturdy young black was telling another prisoner at the railing 
of The Walk as I passed the Bandroom on the Big Yard. "Do you 
lllldl'l'sl:IIH.Ime, whore?" he asked the other prisoner, who nodded his 
lll' .1d 11 nvous ly :1nd left quickly. "Having trouble with Onl' of your 
wlwn",, Sdk y?" I .1skl'd Sllloothl y wirh :1 smile. "Man, you lw~>w I1 11W 
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make me twenty dollars, and the bitch come back with fifteen. So Ah 
had to send her back out-got to make her know Ah mean business." 
It was 1974, and Angola was wide open; it was a time of cliques, 
violence, and lawlessness, and everything was possible, including 
owning as many boys as you were strong enough to claim and hold. 

Silky had two and he kept them hustling. They produced around $600 

per month for him. After extracting what was needed to provide for 
their personal needs, Silky loaned out the remainder to other inmates 
at high interest rates, or invested in illegal or black-market enterprises 
that would turn a quick profit. Each month he was able to send $400 

to $500 out of the prison to meet the expenses involved in his effort 
to secure his freedom. Ruining the lives of the two youngsters by 
making them prostitutes was immaterial. "Ah wish Ah didn't have to 
do this," he once explained to me, "but Ah ain't got no choice. I'm 
fighting for my freedom and Ah can't support myself and pay my 
lawyer on the two cents an hour the state gives me. So it's either Ah 
stay here with them, or Ah use them to get myself out of here." He 

did, and he got out of prison. 

In some prisons, "prostitution of an organized sort does go on," 
Rundle points out. "There are young guys who are taken over by 
mobs, by the prison version of the Mafia, and who become the whore 
for this group of pimps, who set up their schedule every day and night. 
They tell him you go to this cell, and after that to that cell-they take 
either the money or the cigarettes or whatever the medium of ex
change is." While organized, clique-controlled prostitution no longer 
exists in Angola, it is definitely a feature of life at California's Soledad 

Prison, according to Dr. Rundle. "A young kid who was in for the first 
time had been forced into it and was really upset about it and came 
to see me because of it. But he couldn't say anything about it to the 

administration because if he did, he's ratting, and he's setting himself 
up to be either killed or hurt badly or having to accept protective 

custody for the rest of his prison stay, and he was unwilling to do 

that." 
One of the perverse mores of the world of prison is that the victims 

of sex u:1 l violence a rc rarely regarded as "victims." A key element of 
1 hi' prisonns ' he lid system is that a " man" cannot be forced to do 

.1n y1h i1 ll'. 1h :11 hl' docs 1101 w:IIH ro do a "n::d man" c:1 nnor be 
1' \ )d ii lll d. ' 1'111• '• ' ' 111Ldll1 · 111 1111'1'1 tlw ·. trill)'.l 'lll dt 'lll.llld s of th :11 s1:111 
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dard are regarded as not being "men," as being weak and unworthy 
of respect from those who are "men." Their weakness both invites 

and justifies exploitation. Many prisoners, upon learning that some
one has been turned out, commonly state of the victim: "That's his 
issue--if he didn't want it, he wouldn't have let the dude do it to 
him." The attitude reflected in that comment isn't that much different 
from that of the inmate's rapist, who often feels that he was not only 
" justified" in turning out the inmate but also had a "right" to do it 
because of the other's weakness. "He can't protect himself," one guy 
explained to me a couple of years ago, after having claimed and 
turned out an inmate. "Hell- 1 just proved that. He can't make it in 
here, and you know it. As his old man, I'll take care of him. He give 
me sex and I give him protection. That ain't no bad deal if you look 
at it right. Hell- it's more to his benefit than mine." Neither do the 
prisoners who patronize the services of galboys forced to prostitute 
themselves regard them as victims or see any wrong in having sex with 
them. "Ah ain't got him prostituting-his old man got him doing 
that," is the typical attitude. "Ah'm not making him a whore. He's 
already one. And Ah ain't misusing him in any kind of way. All Ah'm 
doing is buying what he's selling. And fair exchange ain't no rob
bery." The victimization and continuing exploitation of the inmate 

are regarded as part of the natural order of things. 
And, with one of the major concerns of prisoners being sex, studs 

will "get down" with an available whore ... during the day, at night, 
hidden behind doors or bushes or in the middle of a crowd of onlook
ers, in buildings or under them, anywhere circumstances will permit. 
T he form of sex engaged in is dictated by opportunity, which in turn 
is determined by the degree of administrative "heat" or supervision. 
Where opportunity exists, anal intercourse will be the normal form of 
sexual expression. On the other hand, where tight security supervision 
is imposed on the inmates, prisoners will switch to fellatio . It does not 
require the removal of clothing, so it is quicker and easier to conceal 
from authorities. Administrative action does not halt sexual relations; 
it only effects a change in the form. The bitter reality for weak inmates 
is that what kind of sex they will have to perform for their explo it
n s- anal o r o ral-is, in the final analysis, determined by the jail or 
p ri~o n :1dm ini strator's action or lack of it. "There is nothing th:lt 
pr iso 11 :ltttllllrilics c:1 11 do to stop two conscntin 1•. pri soners fro111 ~· tll n 
'''I'· 111111 lt iHIIII'•' ' ~ II . d rl'l.llillll ,, hips," l'lwlp; ,11 l11111 '• It ', :1 n :l't.y wo tld 
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While the initial rape-emasculation might have been effected by physi

cal force, the ensuing sexual acts are generally done with the galboy's 
"consent" and "cooperation." Given the combined factors of his 
personal weakness and the psychological pressure of the prison world, 
which dictates that once emasculated he must accept the role of a 
female, he generally resigns himself to his no-win situation and coop

erates. Feeling that being a "good woman" is the path to good treat
ment and protection against abuse during his confinement, he pursues 
that goal, sometimes playing his female role as well as a real woman. 

How extensive is homosexual activity in the nation's penal system? 
Rundle believes that it's almost universal. "That doesn't mean that 
everyone who is in prison is regularly into homosexual behavior," he 
states, "but almost everybody at least sometime." Colonel Pence 
estimates its extent at Angola: "Roughly, I'd say about seven out of 
ten inmates here either [are] now participating or have participated in 
homosexual activities at one time or another during their confine
ment." But Phelps points out that "they're not medically or clinically 
homosexual. Many resume normal heterosexual relationships when 
they're released from the institution." He adds: "Homosexual sex in 
prison is a natural phenomenon of all one-sexed institutions and 
environments." 

Penal administrators generally claim that much of the violence 
between prisoners in their institutions results from the homosexual 
state of affairs, a claim that Rundle feels is somewhat exaggerated 
because it ignores the racial conflicts in many institutions. Phelps, on 
the other hand, admits that there is no way for him to know how 
much of the violence is attributed to the homosexual state of affairs, 
but "I do know that in the ten years preceding 1976, statistics show 
that the Louisiana State Penitentiary was the most violent prison in 
the nation." 

It was. The fabric of life in Angola was woven by the thread of 
violence. The only law was that of the knife, and the only protection 
available to you was what you could acquire through sheer force of 
character and the ability to impose your will upon others. Slavery was 
widcspn:ad, and human life was the cheapest commodity on the 
nt :trkl·l'. It w:1s a jungle that only the strong survived and ruled. The 
p1trs11 i1 of surviv:tl fudcd a heated arms race among the prisoners for 
llw '• IIPI'I'inr Wl', lpon : :t sword ovn :1 kn ife, a broad :~x over a sword, 
.111d ,, 1',1111 11vn I' V< ' I y1 lti•q· .. l11d ivid u.d di .,pl tll·s, 1',: 1111\ w:trs, :1nd f:tl' 
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tiona! feuding kept the blood flowing incessa ntly , leaving the concrete 
floors stained despite daily mappings. Locked in the violent fishbowl 
of that period, men fought, killed, and died with little thought. The 
knife claimed the lives of 40 prisoners between 1972 and 1975 and left 
350 more seriously injured. 

"The formation of inmate power groups or cliques is symptomatic 
of a high level of homosexual activity and enslavement," Phelps 

states, pointing out that "during the ten years preceding 1976, the 
inmate power structure at Angola was very, very powerful. And 

anytime that happens and a high level of homosexual rapes and 
enslavement is taking place, there has to be a tacit trade-off between 
the inmate power structure and the administration." Most of the 
trade-off, he says, generally takes place on the lower level of the 
administration. "When it gets down to the lower level, it's usually an 
agreement between the inmates and security officers, and the agree
ment doesn't have to be verbal. Much of the communication between 
inmates and between staff and inmates is on the nonverbal level. They 
have their own peculiar method of communicating what they want to 
say without really saying it, and each understands exactly what the 
other is saying. It's probably the most sophisticated nonverbal system 
of communication ever invented in the world." 

He explains the typical minor trade-off: "Take the cell blocks, for 
example. You-...put two men in a cell together, then suddenly you're 
getting complaints-one of them can't get along with his cell partner. 
T hen he tells you that there's another inmate farther on down the line 
who he can get along with, and would you put them in the same cell? 
We know what's happening there. But officers would prefer to have 

rwo people in a cell who get along rather than fight, spit, and yell at 
·ach other-so they put them together." The officers, playing dumb, 

grant the request, giving the two inmates the opportunity to engage 

in homosexual relations, in exchange for peace in the cellblock. 
But the practice of "trade-offs," as Phelps calls them, is not peculiar 

lo Angola. The generally unrecognized reality in the prison business 

is that smooth prison operations can only be achieved through the 
1 :n:ir consent of the prisoner population. While prison administrations 
poss~.:ss th e power of force, the prisoner population, on th e other 
h:1nd , posscss~.:s the power of rebellion. All pen a I institution :-. i1111 11 io11 
1 hrni iJ'.h so ntc for lll of :1ccnmmod:ttion or conscious or 11111 Ill I'" 11 HI > 
IIIII IJli PIII i•,, .. , lwiWi'i 'll IIH· kiTJH'r o.; .111d il11 · kep i, IC• prt '\' 1111 11 1 1111111 
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mize conflicts and to ensure peace. Thus, the only diff~.:r~o:Jrt.:L' S .111 111n p, 
penal administrations and institutions lie in the degree of acconnno 
dation and in those peculiar factors in an institution that especially 

favor the accommodation process. Institutions burdened with a regi
mented chain of command and/or a sluggish bureaucracy, which 
prevents the needs of prisoners and personnel from being met quickly 

and effectively, automatically create a demand for short-cuts, thus 
fueling the accommodation process. Staffers at the bottom must meet 
the needs of their operations and those of the inmates and solve the 

problems that bureaucratic red tape doesn't, and they can do so only 
through trade-off. The process of accommodation flourishes in insti
tutions plagued by insufficient personnel and supervision because, 
crippled by lack of manpower, staffers are forced to trade off with the 

inmates to a large degree in order to maintain control. 
Accommodation manifests itself in a pattern of relations through 

which administrators and staffers maintain control and minimize 
their trouble through personal relationships and trade-offs with the 
prisoners they supervise. In the absence of meaningful incentives to 

make compliance desirable, and when there is little difference between 
reward and punishment, staffers are forced to sacrifice a degree of 
their authority through trade-off to secure compliance. Physical coer

cion and the threat of punishment are ineffective instruments to 
achieve long-term compliance because their power to intimidate is 
limited. The more they are used, the less intimidating they become, 
and once prisoners exist close to the tolerable limits of punishment 
and deprivation, their continued use will elicit rebellion. Within that 

"\ 
context, staffers tend to choose accommodation ove r force . Recogniz-
ing their inability to achieve their ends through the enforcement of 
impersonal rules and the continued threat of force, they pursue their 
purposes through friendship, ignoring infractions that do not threaten 
the overall security of the institution, making deals, and doing fa
vors- all consciously or unconsciously designed to bring both sides to 
a mutually tolerable, if not agreeable, working relationship. 

While it is the accommodation process that determines what kind 
of sex u:1 l behavior will or will not be tolerated within an institution 
(wit h :tdministr:1tions genera lly drawing the line at actual rape), the 
:dnr osl rJ.IIur:.I inclin :llion of the insrituti ona l security force is to be 
lidt 'LIIil .. 1 .Ill )' IYJH ' of si111 .11ion 1h :11 divitks rite prisoners into preda

ltll •• ,111 11 Jlll ')', Wliiiiiiii ' J',II>IIJ I <Ij Jlii '• IIIII'I'• OJlJlii ''> ' III J', .IIIO II H"r iwc: HI S(' 
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such a situation prevents the development of any unity among prison
ers that could tear down the institution. A "homosexual" jungle-like 

state of affairs is perfect for that purpose. It's another, perhaps the 
most effective, means of control. Prison officials' readiness to utilize 
any means to secure a division among inmates is confirmed by Rundle, 

who points out that inmate gang divisions along racial lines are 
encouraged in California prisons. "The whole system is set up in such 

a way as to, if not overtly, at least covertly encourage racial war," he 

says. 
There is a certain amount of staff involvement in maintenance of 

the "homosexual" status quo in penal institutions, via encourage
ment, active involvement, tolerance, or silence. In his report on sexual 
violence among the kids in Connecticut's juvenile institutions, Dr. 
Scacco charged that "administration knows who the victims and 

aggressors are, and in many instances, the guards are directly respon
sible for fostering sexual aggression within the institution." And 
Davis's study of the Pennsylvania jail system revealed that many 

security guards discouraged complaints of sexual assault, indicating 
that they didn't want to be bothered or pressuring victims not to 
complain by asking if they wanted their wives, parents, or friends 
learning of their humiliation. An indictment of guard exploitation of 
homosexual situations in institutions was leveled by Simon Dinitz, 
Stuart J . Milkr, and Clemens Bartollas, who, reporting the results of 
their study of the situation to the First International Symposium on 
Victimology at Hebrew University in Jerusalem, charged that "some 
guards will barter their weaker and younger charges to favored in
mates in return for inmate cooperation in keeping the prison under 
control." The reality is that penal security forces operate much like 
any police force in the world, pursuing control and peace in penal 
institutions just as police pursue the maintenance of law and order in 
any city; and one of the instruments traditionally employed has been 
the utilization of prostitutes, gamblers, pushers, other minor crimi
n::tl s, and street characters as agents and informants, unofficially re
wa rding them by permitting them the freedom to practice their vice 
in return fo r their cooperation. The matter of acquiring control and 
access to information in prison "is a game played by both sides," 
Phelps :-tcknowledges, pointing out that information is pown in 
pri son. 1\ ·nal securi ty staffs will a lso, if not encom :q·,c·, tlw11 ddi 11 itd y 
ICJ ]("I' ;II c· .I hoii iOSl'X II :tJ rd :ttio nship hy :1 pole ' llll ,tJ h 1J lllflf III II ', 111 
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troublesome prisoner, theorizing that a prisoner who is getting some 
degree of emotional and sexual gratification from his prison "wife" is 
less likely to cause trouble than a prisoner who is not because he's 
comfortable and, once emotionally attached, he will not want to lose 
his "wife." On the other hand, the authorities often can threaten a 
partner in a homosexual relationship with the loss of his "wife" to 
elicit information and/or induce cooperation with the administration 

in pursuit of its ends. 
Much of this tolerance and acceptance in penal institutions is a 

result of staffers' becoming conditioned to the prison's macho/ homo

sexual culture. They eventually adopt the prison homosexual jargon 
and games and even some of its belief system, an effect evident in the 
banter that take place between bottom-line staffers, with jokes about 
turning each other out, and playful references to each other as 
"whores," "galboys," and "bitches," in very much the same manner 

as the inmates they work around daily (though this is not to imply that 
they practice what their language suggests, as inmates do). But the 

peculiar prison homosexual culture does have an effect. Rundle points 
out the preoccupation among staffers: "When I first went to Soledad, 
like for two weeks, all that the staff asked me questions about or 
talked to me about was homosexuality." While Phelps admits that he 

had no idea to what extent the continuous exposure to the prison's 
macho/homosexual culture affects the attitudes and behavior of An

gola correctional employees, he does admit: "I know situations where 
staff got involved in overt homosexual relationships with 'boys' and 
even owned them." 

In 1937, Haywood Patterson, chief defendant in the famous Scotts
boro rape case, came face-to -face with that reality when he arrived at 
Alabama's Atmore State Prison and had to fight to prevent other 

inmates from making him into a "galboy." In his autobiography, 
Scottsboro Boy, published in 1950, Patterson said that homosexual 
rape was not only tolerated but actually encouraged by prison author
it ies, prinu ri ly hec:w se "it helped them control the men. Especially 
the tou~h CJIH's 1 hey c:dlcd devils. They believed that if a devil had a 
J•,:dhoy hl' wo tdd lw q11i1·1. lie wo uld be a good worker and he 
wc11ddn ' t kdi J•,II ,IIcl •. ,111d 1' 11 \0 II \TS and t ry to <:sc:-t pe. He would be like 
.1 '•<'ll(c•clll l. lll ic•cill l,ll l " I ' III C"I'• CI II '• l. ll c·clth .ll tln· III CISI v:dtt n J g:Jihoy 
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more," he wrote. "I've seen young boys stand up and fight for hours 
for their rights. Some wouldn't give up." Patterson reported in his 
book that both prisoners and security guards would watch the as
saults with impassive interest. "They knew a young woman was being 
born," he said. "Some just looked forward to using her a little later 
themselves." Once made into galboys, "some carried on like real 
prostitutes," he reported. "They sold themselves around on the week

ends just like whore women of the streets .... Usually you could hunk 
up with a gal boy for two or three dollars. Galboys got sold to different 
men. If a guy had a galboy but didn't get along with him any more, 
he could put him up for sale. He could sell him for twenty-five dollars. 
News of a sale went through the prison pretty fast and bids came in 
every time." He described the extent of sexual enslavement of Atmore 
prisoners: "I once heard Deputy Warden Lige Lambert tell some state 
patrolmen that fifty percent of the Negro prisoners in Atmore were 
galboys-and seventy percent of the white." 

That was more than five decades ago, and there-is no reason to believe 
that Louisiana's penal system was any different from Alabama's. 
Old-timers at Angola tell of how, not too long ago, staffers used to 
perform prisori marriages in which the convict and his galboy-wife 
would leap over the broomstick together in a mock ceremony. That 
could not happen today in Angola, for any evidence of sexual violence 
elicits swift administrative reprisal and prosecution. 

Ironically, most of the sexual violence occurring not only in Louisi
ana but across the nation takes place in the parish or county jails, 
which act as a sieve filtering the strong from the weak and producing 
the sexual slaves long before they reach the penitentiaries. A number 
of factors contribute to this situation. The major one is that the 
typical jail is grossly understaffed and constructed so that adequate 
policing of inmate activity within it is extremely difficult, if not impos
~ib le. Given that situation, jailers can only maintain some degree of 
control and order by unofficially designating a strong inmate or group 

of inmates to keep control and peace in exchange for favors and the 
privilege to practice their own vices (usually homosexuality and prof
itable rackets). But it's a forced bargain for the jailers; regardless of 
rhcir efforts the strongest inmate or gang will, via the pror.-ss of 

n:1rural selection, do it anyway. 
Wid1 the cxccption of tlw kw prisoncrs serving shn11 •11 IIIU I! •'-. 1111 
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jail population generally consists of people who are simply waiting, 
some for months, others even years-the majority go to court; the 
others waiting out an appeal or transfer to penitentiary. Their exis
tence is dominated by prolonged idleness and profound boredom, 
accompanied by an urgent need to find something to do. The stronger 

quickly discover that the weaker prisoners are good objects for games 
of violence and abuse. The true and imagined tales about prison instill 

fear, and those convicts on their way to prison believe that they must 
secure reputations as tough macho men. They hope their reputations 
will precede them and intimidate convicts who might have designs 
upon them. It's a futile effort, but some pursue it anyway. Prisoners 
with minor charges, who are waiting to go to court, and weak and old 

men are the most vulnerable for exploitation. 
The jungle in jail is vicious. In his book Rape in Prison, Dr. 

Anthony Scacco, Jr., wrote the following account: 

Many cases could be cited of actual rape of an individual in jail, 
but one in particular is chosen to let the reader hear the events 
from an ordinary citizen. He is married with a family, no previ
ous criminal record, and a former Georgia legislator and busi
nessman who found himself the victim of a jail situation. Wil
liam Laite was indicted and convicted in Texas of perjury 
relating to a contract he had with the Federal Administration 
Housing Authority . He was sentenced to the Terrant County 
Jail in Fort Worth, Texas. The moment he entered the tank or 
day room, he was approached by five men. The first comment 
from one of them was, "I wonder if he has any guts. We'll find 
out tonight, won't we? Reckon what her name is; she looks 
ready for about six or eight inches. You figure she will make us 
fight for it, or is she going to give up to us nice and sweet like 
a good little girl? Naw, we'll have to work her over first, but hell, 
that's half the fun, isn't it?" "I couldn't move," said Laite. "I 
was terrified. This couldn't be real. This couldn't be happening 
to me." Laite was saved from sexual assault when a seventeen
year-old youth was admitted to the day room as he was about 
ro become the victim of the five men in the tank. The men saw 
1he hoy :tnd tmnnl on him , knocked him out, and then, "they 
we•·,· on h in1 .11 ollll' like i : • ~· k : d s, ripping the coveralls off his 
IIIII!' IH•d y ' l'l11 ' 11 .P I I w. 11! lwd 111 il 'li't,t ' ll f:ISt'il l:ll'ion :tnd horror, 
dll'y 'H''< IIdll y oi ~No lllill 'd l11111 , '1 .1 V, IJ',I ly ,11111 l11111 .dl y Iii<<' SI.II'ViiiJ', 
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animals after a raw piece of meat. Then I knew what they meant 
about giving me six or eight inches." 

The attack did not end there, according to Laite, for while the 
boy was still unconscious, the attackers jabbed his arms, neck 
and body with the burning tips of erasers, so that the boy's body 
twitched making it more sexually exciting for the aggressors; 
Then one of the attackers, "in a final sadistic gesture ... shoved 
his fingers deep into the boy's rectum and ripped out a mass of 
bloody hemorrhoids." Laite was shocked by the unconcern 
shown by the guards. He stated that the "guards were protected 
from the violent prisoners, but I, an inmate myself, was not. The 
guards never made an attempt to discipline the prisoners. In fact 
I suspected that they might pass the time of day watching the 
fights and sexual activities from some secluded location." 

Laite's experience is not the exception, selected because of its hor
ror and ability to shock and offend. The Louisiana State Penitentiary 

and other prisons around the nation are crammed full of men who can 
attest that this kind of occurrence is fairly common. (Brutal and 
senseless incidents are rare, however, in penitentiaries with estab
lished cultu~es and inmate power structures influencing inmate behav

ior.) Davis and his team of investigators concluded that more than 
two thousarid sexual assaults had occurred in the Philadelphia jail 
system during the two-year period they investigated, many of the 

rapes matching the horror of the Laite experience in the Fort Worth 
jail. According to Davis, "virtually every slightly built young man 

committed by the courts is sexually approached within a day or two 
after his admission to prison. Many of these young men are repeatedly 
raped by gangs of inmates. Others, because of the threat of gang rape, 

seek protection by entering into a homosexual relationship with an 
individual tormentor. ... Only the tougher and more hardened young 
men," Davis stated, "and those few so obviously frail that they are 
immediately locked up for their own protection, escape homosexual 

rape." The district attorney attributed the sexual violence to the 
violent subculture's definition of masculinity through conquest and 

subjugation. 
Davis's study also revealed race as a factor in sexual violence in tlv · 

l'hih ddphia jail s. He found " a di spropo rtio nate numhn o l Nq•, r•• 
·'l'.)',rcssors :11rd whit l' v i c tinr ~ . " h fty-six pl'I"Cl' lll n l tl u , ,qi f'U 1\ < rt ' 
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black-on-white; only 29 percent were black-on-black and only 15 
percent were white-on-white. This corresponds with Dr. Scacco's 
conclusion in his study of Connecticut's reformatories that the homo
sexual rapes occurring there were usually blacks raping white boys for 
power and revenge; Scacco found that blacks saw more social prestige 

in having sex with whites. Rundle confirms the racial factor: "It does 
happen that blacks often have a preference for white slaves, and that 
gets into the whole business of racial subjugation and revenge--the 
same way it does in society. There are a lot of blacks who prefer white 
women and it has to do sometimes with a conscious kind of revenge 

and a conscious status which it confers upon them in the eyes of other 
blacks. I don't think it works that way with whites for blacks. I think 
in that instance it would be more of an individual matter and prefer
ence." However, he points out that the racial factor "really depends 
on the atmosphere of the prison. For example, in Soledad, blacks and 
whites stayed strictly apart and there was a constant power struggle. 
If any white associated with or consorted with a black in any way, he 
was in trouble with the white group." Interracial rape under those 

circumstances, Rundle states, would "precipitate racial clashes." 
Classroom-bred "experts" generally attribute homosexual activity 

in the world behind bars to what they call the failure of prison 

authorities to properly identify and segregate overt and latent homo
sexuals from the general population. That sounds practical. But, as 
Rundle points out: "One of the unavoidable facts is that, considering 
the organization of the inmate society, the hands of the administration 
are often tied." One of the strengths of the society and the exploiters 

is the refusal of the inmate-victim to admit that he was raped or is 
being used as a "female," for fear of his family and friends ultimately 
learning of his humiliation. Given that situation, who will distinguish 
who's a "girl" and who isn' t in a world in which everyone looks the 

same? If the administration were to make an official determination of 
who is homosexual and who isn't, it would inevitably touch off a 
Aood o f lawsuits requiring the authorities to prove thei~ allegations 

and dcm:m ding civil damages if they can't. However, the whole effort 
worrld pnm: fruitless. When people talk about homosexual activity in 

pn r:rl instituti o ns, 1 hey : ru i'Om :H i c :-~ ll y think of the obvious homosexu

. rl ~. ti H· l'·· ' Y'• , ti l(' " •·ll l' rrr irLrt •·" h<> nw s•·x u:tl s. If rhcy were responsible 
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reality is that the passive homosexuals are not responsible for the 
sexual violence. On the contrary, they are often also its victims, 
though generally treated better than non-gays by their exploiters. The 
truth of the matter is that sexual violence, the turning out of young
sters, and the enslavement and abuse of weaker prisoners is primarily 

the product of criminally corrupt "heterosexual" males, the "studs." 
Trying to identify them before they commit their first homosexual 
rape is almost impossible, much the same as trying to identify the 
potential rapist in a city before he assaults a woman. Given that 
reality, removing "girls" (usually "gays") from a prisoner population 

solves nothing. It automatically creates a demand for a new batch of 
"girls" to be found or made to replace those removed. As Angola 
warden Frank Blackburn points out, "The studs will just turn out 
some more"-the law of supply and demand. 

That doesn't mean that the situation is hopeless. While little can be 
done to stop homosexuality, given the pragmatic approach to the 
psychological and sexual needs of heterosexuals confined in single-sex 
institutions for long periods of time, rapes can be reduced to a tolera
ble level. While they used to be a regular feature of life here at the 
Louisiana State Penitentiary, they are now a rare occurrence. Homo
sexuality still thrives, but the violence and forced slavery that used to 
:1ccompany it have been removed. In 1976, Federal District Court ..._ 
judge E. Gordon West ordered a massive crackdown on overall vio-
lence at the prison, which paved the way for the allocation of money, 
manpower, and sophisticated electronic equipment to do the job. 
Si nce then, any kind of violence at all between inmates elicits swift 
:tdm inistrative reprisal and certain prosecution. This, more than any
l'h ing else, has made Angola safe for the average youngster coming 
into the prison today. No longer does he have to worry about being 
r:tped . Of course, if he lets himself be conned into giving up his status 

: 1 ~ a man, that's his business-the institution is only concerned about 
t h~.,; possible use of violence. 

l ·~ vc..:ry prison in the nation has a section that it refers to as "protective 
r 11 st ody." T his is where authorities keep prisoners who request pro
t r et ion fro m the possibility of being killed or exploited by other 
pri sonns. Genera ll y, persons confined to protective custody :Ht· th n~_· 

.1 1 thdr ow n rl'qll cs t·. Usu :~ ll y this more res tri ct iVl' ~i tl l. ll lll ll ' ' "' llll t.d ly 
I o il i ''> th t· wt ·.du ·r in111 :1l l' to re:t d l :1 po int wll < 11 l11 .lo o lolt'h tit II !11 • 
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would rather permit himself to be sexually exploited and enJOY a 
certain amount of freedom than suffer the mental and physical an
guish of solitary confinement. The punitive and painful nature of 
"protection" is one of the major factors in rape victims' decisions to 
accept the role of a "female" rather than report the victimization to 
the authorities and request protection. In many respects, the "protec

tion" offered is seen as being worse than the exploitation by the 
inmates. 

In the prison's pursuit of protecting weaker inmates from sexual 

exploitation, the authorities also arbitrarily lock some up who do not 
wish for this "protection": the gay prisoners, a small class of prisoners 

who are locked up simply because of what they are, homosexuals. For 
the most part, they are transvestites, the "queens" and "ladies" (as 
distinguished from turn-outs and galboys). Of the four thousand 
prisoners at Angola, "I'd roughly estimate that there are between sixty 

to eighty, but not over a hundred," Colonel Pence states. Unlike the 
turn-outs, the effeminate gays want the role of a female, as they regard 
that as their natural role. They don't want to be "protected" from the 
men. Despite what they want, the authorities lock up many of them. 

Gary "Sheila" Keylon is a twenty-five-year-old gay from Okla

homa serving five years for receiving stolen property. He's been here 
two years. "I've been in lockdown ever since I been here .... When 
I came to Angola and arrived at AU [Admissions Unit], they looked 
at me and my record and just bluntly told me that I was a whore and 
that I go to Camp H lockdown, giving me no choice in the matter." 
Sheila asked to be permitted to live and work with the other prisoners, 
but the authorities refused. In an attempt to be transferred someplace 
else, he deliberately cursed the camp supervisor. He was immediately 
transferred-to Camp J, the prison's punishment unit. Brought before 
the Disciplinary Court, he explained that he had violated the rules in 

the hope of achieving any type of transfer that would remove him 
from his lockdown situation, that he didn't want to be locked up, and 
that he wanted to live and work with the rest of the prisoners. Sheila 

was lucky: Colonel Pence was acting as chairman of the court on that 
d:1y :1 nd , in stc:1 d of impos ing a punishment, he tried to help Sheila by 
trn nsfn ring hin1 to dw m:tin pri son's Cellblock B, where he could at 
],.,,., , w11rk i1 1 li ~t · fil' ld in tlw sprc i:1l work detail made up of "protec
tt 11 11 " , ,,.,. .. ,, t\ t11 l th .1t\ wlwlt' Sht·il.l is now, :1 lirtle freer but sti ll 

'o lf',llj',.llll l f1 11 111 Ji 11 I I •d 11f till f ll i'oll ll l'l jllljll d.ll i<HI. 
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"Security shouldn't put as many bonds on us as they do, because 
if we feel that we can't live on The Walk, we'd be the first ones to 
know it," Sheila says. ''I'm not afraid to go anywhere in this peniten
tiary. Many of us are perfectly capable of taking care of ourselves, but 
they won't let us go down The Walk. They're more afraid than we 
are--and we're the ones involved. I don't need no protection. I want 
out, to get myself an old man of my choice and to live as normal an 
existence as is possible for me here." 

Thirty-four-year-old Calvin "Carol" Clark from New Orleans also 
lives in Cellblock B and, like Sheila, does not want to be protected. 
"Hell, what are they supposed to be protecting me from-sex? I do 
it in here anyway. So I don't see why I can't do it in population. You 
see, you have to understand-I'm a homosexual and doing it is a 

( :r~l11i11 ··carol" Clark (Co11rtt •sv The An~oli1c) 
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natural thing with me." He points out that he's been "doing it" since 
the age of twelve. "I feel that if we need protection we can ask for it. 
We don't need it forced on us. Boy/gals are comfortable with this 
lockup situation 'cause they can lay up here and do their thing to
gether-they relate to each other. I don't and can't relate to a turn

out. I feel like I'm caught in a mental cobweb, having to live with them 
all the time. I don't want to be locked up like this. I've got time to 
serve and it's hard doing time like this. I even signed papers saying 
that I don't want protection, but they still locked me up. I want to go 
down The Walk, choose an old man, and do my time peacefully and 
constructively." 

As Carol points out, doing time in protective custody is hard. 
"Protection cases" are always segregated from the rest of the prison
ers, denied the kind of freedom and wide range of activities afforded 
ordinary inmates. They are also denied access to the prison's educa

tion and vocational programs and, so long as they are confined in 
protective custody, they carry the social stigma of being a "catch
out," a "rat," a "coward." The regulations and restrictions governing 

their existence are the same as those governing the prisoners locked 
in Cellblock A, across the hall from them, for "punishment." "You're 
caught between two extremes," Sheila states. "Sure, you may be 

mistreated by some inmates in population, but then security turns 
right around and mistreats you in the name of protecting you from it." 
Then, too, the "girls" say that there is abuse among those confined in 
protective custody, with the gays sometimes being exploited and 
abused by the non-gays confined with them-a case of the stronger 

among them becoming the top dogs, the rulers in the house of the 
weak. (Following our interview, we received reports that Sheila re
ceived a black eye from a non-gay in protective custody for refusing 

to have sexual relations with him.) 
"They keep saying that homosexuals start arguments and fights in 

this penitentiary no matter where they go," Sheila says, "when actu
:11ly it's not the homosexuals at all-they're just the excuse used by the 

:1uthoritics for a lack of security." 
Phelps points o ut that prison administrators are generally con

vinn·d 1 h:tt homosexuals and kid s with violent backgrounds are more 
lik· ·ly 111 c: tu sL· tro uhlc rh:1n :tn yone else. For example, Colonel Pence 
t ill " ~ t II(" pl'ohkllt s :11 ( ::unp D, whi ch ltottscs the more sexunlly attra c
t tv• ,111ti V111IIIJ',I'1 111111.111 ' ~ . " No w, itnt ·'s .1 (', IIIIJ) wi 1h :thout 'i1() 
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prisoners," he points out, "and you have damn near as many discipli
nary actions and problems in that camp as you have in the entire main 
prison where you have in excess of eighteen hundred men. Of course, 
not all of the problems are sexual, but that serves to demonstrate that 
there are problems with whores." Colonel Pence adds: "Every time 
you put a whore in population, you're reestablishing the pecking 
order-which is a particularly dangerous thing to do in a prison. You 
got to worry about more than just their own protection. You've got 
to worry about all of the mess you're going to kick off among the 
other inmates by putting them in there." 

Gwen White is a twenty-five-year-old Morgan City native serving 
time for prescription forgery. Openly gay ("I've never made it with a 
woman and have never had a desire to be with a woman"), he is also 
confined to B Block. He recognizes Pence's concern about putting gays 
in population because of the definite power and influence they can 
wield over other prisoners, the feminine charm and grace they can 
utilize as a weapon to pit prisoners against each other, to foment 
jealousies and rivalries. But, he points out, "it depends upon the 
individual-she can be a lady or a whore. She can conduct herself 
where she don't create chaos, confusion, or conflict, or she can con
stantly keep trouble stirred up." But Gwen feels that "most of your 
problems in this area comes from the prison turn-outs-they don't 
really know how to handle themselves as real homosexuals do. We've 
lived this life all our lives, not just our prison lives, and that gives us 
more experience at it .... I don't like playing the field," he points out. 
" I get me one man and stay married. If I see anything else developing 
with someone, I let them know quick that it can't go like that." Sheila 
points out that he's also not promiscuous: "When I'm with a man, I 
stay with that man." Colonel Pence, acknowledging that all of that 
may be true, stated that "there's always the possibility that no one will 
permit them to settle down." And that's where the problem enters the 
picture. 

" I feel like I'm being punished simply because I'm a homosexual," 
' a rol complains. "And I'm not the only one. The rest of the girls- the 

rc:1 l ones-will tell you the same thing. We all feel as though they've 
singled us out and locked us up." 

''We do the sa me thing with young people coming in with lon 
•W III t' ll \' t 'S fo r :KI S of violence," Phelps states. " W,· Iock dw n1 liP 11111 il 
Wt ', il11 , l dlllllll ' dl': ll lll'~, :11'1 ' ~a 1i s f i1 ·d 1h :11 lw l, lll d 11 l 11 •1 1111 11 w ll l111111 
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both l'l'i ll)', , l il Y""' '•" IHtiiiii '• ' 'X IL ii b :l l'l' n o l 1hc onl y ones locked up." 

" Th t.:y ' 1'1' .1 •,c 11 11 " ' " ' v1okn c.:<.: and as long as that 's the case, we 
have to scp:1r:1 1c 1hc111 ," Warden Blackburn says of the present prac

tice of arbi trary lockup of gays upon arrival. "They should go to some 
type of lockdown until we can judge them." However, he does feel 
that they should be given a chance to work their way out of the cell 
and into the normal prison population like all other prisoners, on the 

basis of merit. 
Mark Dwayne Smith ("Melody"), a twenty-one-year-old homo-

sexual, worked his way out of his former lockdown status and into the 

prisoner population. Serving a life sentence for murder, he was ini
tially confined to Camp H, where he participated in that camp's 
incentive program, then transferred to Camp D, and a few weeks ago 
to the main prison, where he now lives in a dormitory on the Big Yard. 
" I haven't had any problems since I've come here," he says. "Free 

" I :, uul" t!ui 11g "(; rtH'17" W hite's hair 

(I '11tl/ l l'' " ' I'l l!' Alll ',o l i11·) 
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folks [personnel] say that girls cause trouble--well, some do and some 

don't. It all depends upon how you carry yourself and what you do. 
If you're into criss-crossing [dangerous intrigues] and all that, eventu
ally it'll come back on you. I don't engage in that kind of thing. The 
only trouble I'll get, if I get any, will come from the free folks," 
Melody states. "With me being the only out-front white gay on The 
Walk, any kind of trouble that might come up, I'll probably get the 
rap for, even if it has nothing to do with me. They have a Iotta 
out-front black whores on The Walk and, while I've only been here 
three weeks, I don't see where they have any problems. But with me, 
free folks are always kind of watching me and all. I have to be extra 
careful." Toward that end, he points out, while he tricked at Camp 
D, he no longer does so. In addition to now having an old man, "I 
know that if I started doing that here in the main prison, pretty soon 
I would be gone, and I don't want to go back to no cell." He's 
perfectly content as a "housewife." 

Gay prisoners are the only prisoners in Angola who are locked up 
because of what they are rather than what they do, and the practice 
of arbitrarily locking them up raises the question of discrimination. 
"Homosexuals are being discriminated against here because of the 
fact that they are homosexuals," Sheila states. "They should be al
lowed the same choices and privileges as other inmates-the freedom 
to make righfdecisions and to make bad ones, and even to fall on your 
face if that's the case. But classification [nonsecurity inmate affairs] 
officers, and especially security officers, tell us no to almost everything 
... because we're homosexuals. They aren't supposed to treat us this 
way-we have rights too." 

Just what "rights" gays have as prisoners, other than the right to 
protection, is still unclear at this point. A couple of jailhouse lawyers, 
asked to research the matter for this article, reported back that they 
could find nothing on the books in the prison's law library pertaining 
to the treatment to be accorded gays in prison, other than that they 
have a right to protection from sexual abuse. "Apparently, it's still 
pretty much left up to the authorities," one of them said. While the 
United States Bureau of Prisons appears to have no firm policy on the 
rrca tment of gays in federal institutions, it does advocate that "the 
fem inine appearing, sometimes 'pretty' prisoner, must never be cb ssi
fil·d :ts :t suspected homosexual ... nor be issued idn1t i fi c:ll i .. n t h:tt 
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Mark "Melody" Smith in 1979 (Courtesy The 
Angolite) 
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differentiates him from other prisoners.'"'· However, it urges person

nel to be careful in selecting housing for him, for his own protection 

placing him in a single cell if possible. 
Phelps points out that the federal court order by Judge West re

qui res the segregation of overt, aggressive homosexuals from the rest 

of the prisoner population. But some jailhouse lawyers at Angola 
contend that the order does not apply to the "effeminate" gays, as 
rhcy :uc "passive" homosexuals, not "aggressive." "They don't rape 

"T iw f.lll , 1! •: ( lpn. ll i<> <> :11 ul M :II J: tgc· tll ei tl , U.S. llun;au o f Pri sons a nd University of 
\ '(/ HI! illl 'dll 
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anyone," one pointed out. "If anything, they might get raped." 
Phelps agrees with the gays in principle, stating that "nobody 

should be discriminated against just because of who and what they 
are. But if who or what they are presents a security or control prob
lem, then it is our responsibility to see to it that they don't cause a 
security or control problem-and in that context, they are not being 
discriminated against. We're not dealing with classes of people. We 
deal with individuals, and they haven't proven discrimination as a 
class." 

Still, the gays claim that they are discriminated against as a class of 
people merely because of what they are . "There is built-in discrimina
tion against homosexuals," Gwen says. "That's part of the society 
within the prison . Most people, free people and inmates alike, think 
that we have some kind of mental problem because we're homosexu
als. That traditional attitude has a lot of discrimination built into it." 

Gwen, who is a first offender and who intends to return to college to 
continue his education in medicine, was a registered nurse prior to 
coming to Angola. According to him, prison hospital administrator 
Diane Peabody and medical director Thomas Beamon refused to let 
him work in the prison hospital because of his being a homosexual. 
"I was denied a job assignment there," Gwen states, "simply because 

I am a homosexual. There are other homosexuals working over there, 
inmates and one free person I know for sure. But I am quite obviously 
a homosexual, and that's why they would not let me work there. 
That's part of the discrimination thing we constantly have to put up 
with." 

"I'm a first offender with five years," Sheila adds, "not a violent 
rcrson. I wrote the officials at the State Police Barracks,''- told them I 
was a high school graduate with two years of training in air-condi
rioni ng and refrigeration. I've never heard from them, though they've 
responded to other inmates who wrote them. Instead of denying me, 
1 hey just ignore me, which puts me in a situation where I can't do 
nothing. I can't even appeal because they have not actually denied 

rnc." Sheila doesn't really think that they would seriously consider 
hi111 , "simply because I'm a homosexual. They'll let your old man go 

1n 1h c Police Barracks, but not you, because you're homosexual. 

"rl"' lr.oHI ,.,.Hi ri.: ri ve f:tcilir y in rh<.: Lo uisiana penal sysr<.:m 
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Hell-what he's doing to you doesn't make him that different. He's 
homosexual, too.'' 

"Discrimination? .. . That's the system," Warden Blackburn ac
knowledged after being apprised of the gays' complaints. However, he 
states that he will look into the matter of their being given no choice, 
and their charges of being discriminated against, "and, hopefully, see 
what can be done to remedy the situation, to make it fairer for them." 
Colonel Pence is also studying the matter. 

"Sexual deprivation is apparently a part of the system, an unwritten 
rule or part of the punishment," Phelps states. But it doesn't have 

to be. 
"While it wouldn't end it, I feel that a lot of the homosexual 

activities could be reduced through a conjugal-visiting program tied 
into the disciplinary system or some type of honor system," Colonel 
Pence, the prison's chief of security, says, adding that it would have 
to be restricted to only medium- and minimum-security prisoners, not 
maximum-security inmates. "It would be controversial, but it 

wouldn't be the first controversial thing to come up in this business." 
He feels that most of the prison's security force would accept conjugal 
visiting if it's adopted as a policy. "There will always be some dis

agreement," he states, "but we will stand with policy and enforce it. 
Naturally, there would be problems, but I feel that the overall good 
would offset the problems." 

Pence is not alone in his desire to see conjugal visiting in prison. 
Professor Columbus B. Hopper of the University of Mississippi spent 
ten years making a comprehensive study of the evolution and effects 
of the practice of conjugal visits at the Mississippi State Penitentiary 
at Parchman. He concluded that conjugal visiting is at least a partial 
solution to the sexual problems plaguing the nation's penal institu
tions. While admitting its inadequacies, he states in his book, Sex in 
Prison, that "conjugal visiting deserves serious consideration by those 
who wish to develop normal sexual adjustment among the inmates of 
American penal institutions." He concedes: 

As its critics argue, conjugal visiting may have relatively little 
..Jfccr on the bio logic::r I needs of prisoners. Under current visiting 
ITJ •,rrl :ll ions in nrosr pri sons , 1 ht· nm ju p::1 l vis ir could not occur 
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often enough to significantly reduce the sexual needs of those 
participating in such a program. What it would influence, how
ever, is the image of a man. It would allow a man to keep his 
masculine image and reduce the need to establish it through 

homosexual conquests. 

Unfortunately, too many people, including penal administrators, 

see conjugal visiting as strictly a physical thing. However, as Professor 
Hopper discovered, and the inmates in his study indicated: "Physical 

satisfaction is not the most important aspect of conjugal visits . The 
most important element is emotional satisfaction. Its influence on his 
self-esteem and emotional needs keeps a man who has conjugal visits 
fro m resorting to homosexuality." And emotions are also a factor in 
many prison homosexual relationships. Dr. Rundle points out that, 
despite the junglelike state of affairs, "a lot of inmates form very close 
emotional and affectional relationships which many times include the 
sexual. And that's purely voluntary-that doesn't get into this whole 

power and domination and [is] what we would consider a normal 
emotional relationship. And as far as I'm concerned, for that to 
happen in prison is healthy. It can in some way ameliorate the really 

desocializing process which goes on in a prison." 
While Warden Blackburn states that he does not see conjugal visit

ing as the ai1swer to sexual violence and homosexuality in prison, he 
would like to see it instituted, "but sort of at the end of the prison 
process-a family-type affair with emphasis more on family than just 

" sex. 
And, while both Angola's warden and chief of security would like 

to see some form of conjugal visiting instituted here at the prison, 

Colonel Pence doesn't really expect to see it happen anytime soon at 
Angola . "I wish it would," he says, but acknowledges that the politi

ca l atmosphere in the state will prevent it, much as it has virtually 
killed the furlough program that the Louisiana bepartment of Correc

tions had promoted as a better solution than conjugal visits. 
So, while politicians play politics, the "experts" theorize, and penal 

~ u tho rities censor Penthouse and Hustler to prevent a possible "ob
scene" influence upon the inmates, the nation's jails and prisons 
continu e to be incubators of violence, abuse, murders, suicides, :1 nd 
w.1r pn l psych ~.:s. T he effect of it all upon pri soners has to lw .1 'on 
tld ll ll ii iJ', r., ~· t or to tlw n·cidi vi•, ni r:1tt· among rx -con vi, t ~ .111•1 ''' tlw 
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institution's failure to rehabilitate them. How can rehabilitation suc
ceed with one segment of an institution's prisoner population en
slaved and the other in a constant struggle to escape deprivation, 
abuse, and exploitation? A prisoner too often has a tough enough time 
just keeping his head together, staying alive and safe. 

The effect of it all upon the victims of sexual violence? "It's got to 
be bad," Corrections Secretary Phelps states. "If you're a sexual slave 
or in a homosexual relationship for an extended period of time, it will 
have a great effect upon you. While most return to normal heterosex
ual relationships, there is the strong possibility that, having become 
comfortable in a homosexual relationship, you'll choose to stay with 
it, rejecting heterosexual relationships." 

That's what happened to Melody. "I got turned out in St. John the 
Baptist Parish Jail and discovered that I liked it," he admits. "So I just 
stayed with it .... I enjoy it. The attention turns me on. When I was 
young, I didn't get much attention. This way, I get plenty of attention 
and I like it." 

"It does happen that sometimes although the relationship may be 
established against the will of another, it may become a relationship 
which becomes positive, desirable, and the person who is forced will 
then continue in it voluntarily," Dr. Rundle states. "But to say that 
if that happens, the role is accepted as a natural role in life, has to be 
taken in the context of the prison, where I would see it as a healthy 
kind of compensatory or coping behavior. It could certainly mean, for 
someone who had been in prison for a long time, that that would 
become established as the kind of relationship most desirable and 
would continue after release. For instance, I knew people in Soledad 
who had gone into the Youth Authority Institutions when they were 
twelve to thirteen or fourteen, stayed there till they were eighteen, 
transferred to the Adult Authority, which meant going to adult 
prison, and had been there for ten years, so maybe had never had any 
kind of normal social, sexual relation with women, and who would 
say, 'I don't know if I'm homosexual or not-never had the chance 

to sec what it would be like with a woman. All I know is that I've been 
fo r fo urteen yc:u s in prison and that I only know what it's like to be 
with :1 m:m, hoth <'lllllti nn:lll y :1nd sex ually.'" M elody states that he 
h.1s II VV <·r lud .1 " ll o ln u l •.m i.il , s ~· x 11 a l rela tionship with a woman" 
,111d f1 .1.' 11 11f y f1.1,f Il l It 11 1' 1 \' 11 11'• '• l ' \ll. d l'X I' lTit•IHT with :1 WOIII :\11 in hi s 
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"definitely had some bearing on my willingness to accept homosexu
ality." 

Unlike Melody, however, most sexual slaves forced to play the role 
of a woman during their confinement do return to heterosexual rela
tionships upon release. But the experience is not without its effect. Dr. 
Rundle states that "if this was all against his will, he has to deal with 

all the fear and anger and resentment and frustration that goes along 
with that. It would really mess up his head." And it does. To what 
extent, nobody knows. 

The deprivation of basic human needs imposed upon prisoners, 
and the violence resulting from that deprivation, have created a horri
ble situation in the nations' jails and prisons, one that adds an extra 
dimension to the punishment of an offender, one that it can be reason
ably assumed no sentencing judge intended. It would be easy to blame 
the whole affair on the prisoners, to use the violent situation as proof 
that they're criminals or animals and justification for the present penal 
practices. But their behavior merely reflects their desperation; they are 
locked in a cruel and abnormal situation, exercising the only avenues 
left them to cling to the very normal need to feel strong, masculine, 
and worthwhile, to keep in touch with the "real" world by creating 
an artificial one patterned after the one they left behind. The violence, 
the murders, 1;he suicides, and the human debris left in the wake of 
their effort, are the cost. 

"The degree of civilization in a society can be judged by 
entering its prisons." 

DOSTOYEVSKI 

THE HOUSE OF THE DEAD 

[December 1979] 
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IIIII Postscript IIIII 

James Dunn's sentence was commuted to forty years by Gover
nor Edwin Edwards on February 2, 1987, and he was released 
later that summer, after twenty-two years in prison. Gary 
"Sheila" Keylon and Gwen White were released after complet
ing their prison terms. Calvin "Carol" Clark is still confined. In 
October 1982, Mark "Melody" Smith and another inmate swam 
across the Mississippi River in an escape. Smith made it to San 
Jose, California, where he was captured three months later; he 
was returned to Angola, where he remains confined. His accom
plice wasn't so fortunate; he drowned in the Mississippi during 
the escape. 

"The Sexual Jungle" won the 1980 George Polk Award and 
was cited as the most definitive work on the subject. It also 
reaped a 1980 National Magazine Award nomination for The 
Angolite. 

The advent of AIDS has affected the state of homosexual 
affairs at Angola, but not dramatically so. The overwhelming 
majority of the 5,200 inmates here are serving sentences that 
consign them to die in prison, a situation marked with a fatalism 
that undermines the terror of AIDS. 


