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350 Years 



Ruth & Naomi by Ary Scheffer (1795-1858) 



Bethlehem, 1836, lithograph by David Roberts  

Bethlehem in 1836 







All great men know this 





Beth-Peor 







Elimelech  &  Naomi  
have sons 

Mahlon                         Chilion 
Travel to Moab 

Orpah Ruth 

Boaz 

Obed 
the father of  

Jesse 
the father of  

David 

Ruth gleans fields 

Naomi & Ruth head to Bethlehem 

PART of the reason for the   
Book of Ruth  

show the lineage of David 





Ruth and Naomi, c. 1636, Rembrandt 



Ruth and Naomi, c. 1636, Rembrandt 



Ruth and Naomi, 1653, by Jan Victors (1619-76) 



One thing ALL women know …  
I am a bit scared to share …  
Call me Chicken Liver here …  
But this is TRUE as the SUNRISE 
CERTAIN as mountains are TALL 
and sure as the oceans are deep 
Here it is … I TREMBLE to share 
A TRUTH many millennia old 
 That is …  

 Men will . . . 
 Sometimes let their women down! 
 That is just a sad fact … and NOT on purpose  

Ruth Declares Loyalty to Naomi, 1614 
by Pieter Lastman (1583-1633) 



Naomi Entreating Ruth & Orpah, 1795, 
William-Blake (1757-1827) 
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Do we not ALL OF US KNOW …  
The brutal pounding …  
That deep grief inflicts? 
Just one verse from “Funeral Blues” 
by W.H. Auden (1907-1973) 

The stars are not wanted now;  put out every one; 
Pack up the moon and dismantle the sun; 
Pour away the ocean and sweep up the woods: 
For nothing now can ever come to any good. 

How TRUE … so very true …  
We grieve … seems NATURE itself conspires against our soul  
Trees and moon and stars … CRY WITH US 

 
 



Grief … most of all  
Deepest of all …  
None can compare to the loss of a 

LIFELONG LOVE of a husband or wife 
No grief is more profound than that of a 
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Ruth Embracing Naomi, 1866 
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Ruth Embracing Naomi, 1866 
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Statue of a mother at Yasukuni Shrine, 
dedicated to war widows who raised 

their children alone, Japan 
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Ruth Embracing Naomi, 1866 
by Gustave Doré (1832 – 1883) 

St. James the Great, c. 1616 
by Jose de Ribera 



 
 

Ruth Embracing Naomi, 1866 
by Gustave Doré (1832 – 1883) 



 
 

Click Here to go to Book 

< Scan for 
    a copy 

https://books.google.com/books?id=Yd0IAAAAQAAJ&printsec=frontcover
https://books.google.com/books?id=Yd0IAAAAQAAJ&printsec=frontcover
https://books.google.com/books?id=Yd0IAAAAQAAJ&printsec=frontcover


 
 

Click Here to go to Book 

< Scan for 
    a copy 

https://books.google.com/books?id=Yd0IAAAAQAAJ&printsec=frontcover
https://books.google.com/books?id=Yd0IAAAAQAAJ&printsec=frontcover
https://books.google.com/books?id=Yd0IAAAAQAAJ&printsec=frontcover


14 AGAIN they wept LOUDLY, and 
Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, 
but Ruth CLUNG to Naomi. 

Torrent of feeling flooding  
these women’s hearts 

Oh, see Orpah walk a away … 
Chicken Liver is shaking here 

Chicken Liver is afraid to comment  
No matter WHAT Chicken Liver says  
No MATTER what I say here … I fall short 
EVERY woman here and in the WORLD  
EVERY woman in the WORLD knows 
    NO MAN ALIVE that can fathom the …  
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Ruth & Naomi by Nicolaas Verkolje (1673-1746) 



Christ & Simon the Cyrenian, 1505  
by Titian (or Tiziano Vecelli, 1488-1576)  



Ruth & Naomi by Nicolaas Verkolje (1673-1746) 







Naomi Entreating Ruth & Orpah, 1795, 
William-Blake (1757-1827) 



Naomi Entreating Ruth & Orpah, 1795, 
William-Blake (1757-1827) 
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