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Psalms — Songs to or about God

1. June 4 The Path 1 Tree Planted by Streams
2. June 11 The Past 78 God was Their Rock
3. June 18 The Shepherd 23 Lord is My Shepherd
4. June 25 Our Response 138 Gratitude for Keeping Thy Word
5. July 2 His Presence 84 How Lovely Your House

*‘:. July 9 The Creator 95 TODAY, if you Hear, Harden Not
7. July 16 God Revealed 19 Heavens Declare God’s Glory

July 23 His Love
July 30 His Faithfulness 1
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Love Endures Forever
Whose Help is God

NN
o

10. Aug 6 The Confession 51 Whiter than Snow

11. Aug 13 The Cleansing 32 My Hiding Place |

12. Aug 20 The Protector 141 Protect Me from the Trap l
. Aug 27 The Longing 42 Deep Calls unto Deep :

CLICK any # above to go to Spurgeon’s Commentary on that Psalm  Ei=E AT RV R
or go here for ALL: http://archive.spurgeon.org/treasury/treasury.php  Z3eds @\ " '
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Theme 3
Believers should worship God above all else &
because He is sovereign

Psalm 95
1-2 What — Rock of Our Salvation
3-5 Who — Depths of Earth in His Hand
6-7 How — Kneel before Lord Our Maker
7-11  When - 40 Years Disgusted
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Key Verse Psalm 95:7-8

Today, if you HEAR His voice:
Do NOT harden your HEARTS

SEEIRI AT




9%
2
.",%

Psalm 95 ... not your normal SONG

More meaningful as a whole ...
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Alternate Title - TWO

Harden Your EHee

Despite our eye’s attraction ...

Despite our heart’s inclination ...
Despite our LOVE of our Creator



95:7-11 When - 40 Years Disgusted

See the LAST verse, Psalm 95:11,
So | swore in My anger,
"They will not enter My REST." "

Spurgeon® shared a Sicilian insight:

Diodorus Siculus wrote Universal History
between 60-30 B.C. ... of 40 vols only 15 remain

Diodorus Siculus says that in Sicily the herbs

Diodorus Siculus (c. 30 B.C.)

are sometimes so odoriferous, Author of Universal History
. th T t a history of the world
l.e., tnéy smeil So very strong ... as depicted in a 19th-century fresco

And in certain places there are such thick
beds of them, that when hounds pass through
them they lose the scent,

* TO-DAY! TO-DAY! TO-DAY!, Psalm 95:7-8, #1551, 8-1-1880, by C. H. Spurgeon.



95:7-11 When - 40 Years Disgusted

Then the great Spurgeon* continues:

| fear that in some men’s lives there are so
many vanities, so much love of the world, so
many poisonous flowers, in fact,

they lose scent of things eternal,

if they ever had any.

- . . Diodorus Siculus (c. 30 B.C.)
Yet what will it profit you if you Author of Universal History

gain the world and lose your souls? a history of the world
as depicted in a 19th-century fresco

Psalm 95:11 ... So | swore in My anger,
"They will not enter My REST." “

“Rest” meant the Promised Land.

* TO-DAY! TO-DAY! TO-DAY!, Psalm 95:7-8, #1551, 8-1-1880, by C. H. Spurgeon.
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similar to an oak
like several oaks
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The Enchanted Forest

s . among 150 Psalms -
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Samuel Horsley* (1733-1806), bishop of Rochester from 1793,
knew physics, mathematics, and Fellow of the Royal Society

Felt Psalms 95-100 a single prophetic poem
Psalm 95 ...
Psalm 96 ...
Psalm 97 ...
Psalm 98 ...
Psalm 99 ...

Psalm 100 ... All the world is called to praise Jehovah,

Jehovah's Godhead, power over all nature
All nations exhorted to join in his service

Jehovah reigns over all the world, the Just One®
Jehovah hath done wonders ... mercy to Israel

Samuel Horsley

Seated between the cherubim in Zion, (1733-1806)
. bishop of Rochester
reigns over all the world

the Creator, whose mercy & truth are everlasting

* Treasury of David, Psalm 95, http://archive.spurgeon.org/treasury/treasury.php
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Can you see it now
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q It's dark ;
J Here’s a little light

for the hallow X seethe... &
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That has NOT been said before
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. Or even said more eloquently ; 4 "'“
EXCEPT the HEART of Psalm 95
Orne line UNITES the Whole ;
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CENTER Of Psalm 95

§ CENTER of this oak is hat DISTINGUISHE§_ Bl P
thls small from all the other oaks in the F R e e I

Enchanted Forest
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Let’s look a the whole psalm

See Psalm 95 & its TWO EASY PARTS
w the Heart in Center N el

b o o

Positive Part LOOKING DOWN l, | L -. J.rl-i..:' ; ",.',' IR

HEART - Today, if you Hear, Harden NOT 1-,"‘* .
'I
Negative Part LOOKING UP T Lad B

Stupendous Part on YHWH Great God looking DOWN
Sad Part on God the Disgusted looking UP
read the handout and see the divisions



Psalm 95 — Short and Stout - in two layouts — PART 1

1 Come, let us shout joyfully to the Lord, shout triumphantly to the -, :
rock of our salvation! 2 Let us enter His presence with -
thanksgiving; let us shout triumphantly to Him in song. 3 For the “
Lord is a great God, a great King above all gods. 4 The depths of
the earth are in His hand, and the mountain peaks are His. 5 The
sea is His; He made it. His hands formed the dry land. 6 Come, let
us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.
7 For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture, the sheep
under His care. TODAY, if you HEAR HIS VOICE: 8 "Do NOT
HARDEN your HEARTS as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in
the wilderness 9 where your fathers tested Me; they tried Me,
though they had seen what | did. 10 For 40 years | was disgusted
with that generation; | said, 'They are a people whose hearts go
astray; they do not know My ways.' 11 So | swore in My anger, 'They
will not enter My rest.' ™

READ in 30 Secs — Small w LOTS of Leaps <o




Psalm 95 — Short and Stout - in two layouts — PART 2

1 Come, let us shout joyfully to the Lord, shout triumphantly to the
rock of our salvation! 2 Let us enter His presence with thanksgiving; Come & __,
let us shout triumphantly to Him in song. Shout \

3 For the Lord is a great God, a great King above all gods. 4 The Creator &
depths of the earth are in His hand, and the mountain peaks are His.  Maker
5 The sea is His; He made it. His hands formed the dry land.

6 Come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord Kneel to
our Maker. 7 For He is our God, and we are the people of His Shepherd
pasture, the sheep under His care.

TODAY, if you HEAR HIS VOICE: 8 "Do NOT HARDEN your HEARTS Hear &
as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the wilderness 9 where Don’t
your fathers tested Me; they tried Me, though they had seen what | Harden
did. 10 For 40 years | was disgusted with that generation; | said,
'They are a people whose hearts go astray; they do not know My
ways.'

11 So | swore in My anger, 'They will not enter My rest." ™




Psalm 9 — an odd looking tree

Psalm 95 ... despite some good verses ...

Has an impossible structure ... at first glance

As a SONG ... today the wording is strange .. j;. o :j._-_*

vv. 1-7 ... great Creator God ... ok ,,f-',':-':-'
R s Y

vv. 8-11 ... do NOT harden your heart ... . R

God the Creator ... to God the Disgusted
God who holds the Earth ... to God Abandoning Israel

God the Shepherd ... to God nearly pushing the sheep
over the cliff

Why? ... we know not ...



95:1-2 What — Rock of Our Salvation

' Come, let us SHOUT joyfully to the Lord, SHOUT Sl Sl
triumphantly to the Rock of Our Salvation! :

2 Let us enter His presence with thanksgiving;
let us SHOUT TRIUMPHANTLY to Him in song.

Very clearly ... song of HIGH emotion ...
SHOUT means SHOUT

Psalm 35:27, May those who delight in my
vindication SHOUT for joy

Psalm 47:1, Clap your hands! SHOUT to God ...

Psalm 65:13, meadows are covered with flocks and
the valleys mantled with grain; they SHOUT for joy....

Psalm 66:1, SHOUT for joy to God, all the earth




95:1-2 What — Rock of Our Salvation

2 Let us enter His presence with thanksgiving;
let us SHOUT TRIUMPHANTLY to Him in song.

How are YOU with GREAT emotion in church 2 =8 :
There ARE cultural differences ... to be respectec ,
There is a HUGE variety these days ...

I’'ve seen some charismatic-like folk chide, even
belittle those who are NOT emotionally rapturous

Seen a LOT of variety ... and sometimes seen the
more reserved think LESS of the emotionally vigorous

| do NOT care for dancing in the isles of the church

| do NOT believe what many charismatics believe
What do we do with a SONG like this?




95:1-2 What — Rock of Our Salvation

2 Let us enter His presence with thanksgiving;
let us SHOUT TRIUMPHANTLY to Him in song.
Spurgeon® said,

It is not always EASY to unite ENTHUSIASM
with REVERENCE ... frequent fault to
destroy one ... while straining after the other.

The perfection of singing is that which unites

v' joy with gravity,
v exultation with humility,
v fervency with sobriety.

SONG ... some Worship can ONLY be done in SONG!
SING ... make a joyful noise ... |



http://archive.spurgeon.org/treasury/treasury.php

95:3-5 Who - Depths of Earth in His Hand

3For the Lord is a great God, a great King above all gods.

4The depths of the earth are in His hand, and the
mountain peaks are His.

> The sea is His; He made it.
His hands formed the dry land.

We could recall what we said about “gods” & “elohim”* ... o
Great God is also KING above all “gods” - all other KINGS ‘3’“ :
Great God is also KING above all other “gods” & “judges”
Whatever ... no one really questions here. Look again at vv 4-5

2\ Therein, we have YHWH Great God with the Depths ... in His Hand
* Verses 4-5 ... oh my ... we would, could take HOURS EXTOLING

* Maness www.PreciousHeart.net/SS/Psalm-138.ppsx, slides 25ff.
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po 95:3-5 Who - Depths of Earth in His Hand
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SFor the Lord is a great God, a great King above all gods.

“The depths of the earth are in His hand, and the mountain peaks
are His. > The sea is His; He made it. His hands formed the dry land.

-

Oh my ... KJV saysf

—— deep places of the earth the _ s
, strength of the hills is his also.” —
_Psalm139:9-10 - = e -

_ If I take the wings of the morning, and == %
. dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;

~"_ Even there shall thy hand lead me,
-~< and thy right hand shall hold me.

T . —

- # 1
- g = =



95:3-5 Who - Depths of Earth in His Hand

Spurgeon*ssai@gin‘a sermon preached c. 1866, pub. 1912,

Praise Is never out of season at any time and worship
IS never foreign in any land. It matters not whether we
travel over sand or snow, or how we are tossed about
on Arctic or tropical sea—

== we are still in the pasture of the great shepherd \"\

- Tan S . A
Praise the Lord from the earth and let e S ——
dragons and all deeps join in the Psalm. e e

Quote Psalm 98:7, “Let the sea roar, and the fullness_r? 7 w T e S

thereof the world and they that dwell therern ==
L g = ~ig \

; STHE SEA!'?FHE S_EA‘!,‘TI-I_E::WIDE AND OPEN SEA!Psalm 95:5, #32'91, preached in 1866, by C. H. Spurgeon. -

- Tl - ' gl - e . - B
- - e e e



> The sea is His; He made it.
His hands formed the dry land.

Spurgeon* said,

So is it with the broad ocean, whether known
as Atlantic or Pacific, Mediterranean or Arctic;

~~ noman can map It out and say "It is mine";

-

—
-

the illimitable acreage of waters knows no other — == e
lord but God alone. Jehovah rules the waves. — ==

Far down in vast abysses, where no eye of man has gazed
o or foot of diver has descended HE IS SOLE PROPRIETOR,;

_ ™ rogu s -a .
e *Trqa*s,ury of David’f'PQ@,!m 95, P Vg


http://archive.spurgeon.org/treasury/treasury.php

- channel and poured forth the_Qverrowmg flood;- ‘
~“~ seas were not fashioned by chance, “nor their shores

= All hail, CREATOR & CONTROLLER QETHE SEA
ZA\ let those who fly in the swift ships across the
:&| wonder realm of waters worship THEE alone! _

purgeon* said,

L every rolling billow and foaming wave owns

him for monarch; Neptune is but a phantom, 1

the Lord is God of the ocean.... He scooped the unfatomed

marked out by the imaginary finger of fate; e o
God made the main, and every creek . and far
sounding tide owns the great I\/Iaker S hand

ey ?*_T_féasufy'of David, Psalm 95,

ZimdiEin



http://archive.spurgeon.org/treasury/treasury.php

| 95:6-7 How — Kneel before Lord Our Maker

If you have half a heart ... and come to terms
with verses 4-5 ... there is only one RESPONSE

6 Come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.

"For He is our God, and we are the people of
His pasture, the sheep under His care.

Now we are seeing Psalm 95 come together

If you KNOW that YHWH Great God ...

- HOLDS the Depths in His Hand ... Made the Sea
®)\ Kneeling to HIM ... is NOT that hard

L Even for Americans who do not KNEEL easily




J o S 95:7-11 When — 40 Years Disgusted

"Today, if you hear His voice:

8-9 "Do not harden your hearts as at
Meribah, as on that day at Massah
in the wilderness where your fathers
tested Me; they tried Me, though
they had seen what | did.

Meribah-Massah — where was the
Miracles of the Water from Rock

1. Meribah-Massah represent the
N & S borders during Wandering

2. Imply whole 40 years Wandering

ahhh ... not so quick




95:7-11 When - 40 Years Disgusted

Meribah, as on that day at Massah in
the wilderness where your fathers
tested Me; they tried Me, though they
had seen what | did.

Exodus 17:1-7 implies a single place
in 2nd year of Wandering ...

and then link to

Number 20:13, where 40 yrs later
“Waters of Meribah”
are in Kadesh




95:7-11 When - 40 Years Disgusted

"Today, if you hear His voice:

89 "Do not harden your hearts ...

On this DAY ... to HEAR His voice ...

Mighty Spurgeon* says, A
It is therefore a time of opportunity.

Hoist sail while the wind blows.

Men say, “Make hay while the sun
shines,” and | say the same to you.

While the rain of grace is falling,

set your souls under the
sacred shower.

* TO-DAY! TO-DAY! TO-DAY!, Psalm 95:7-8, #15¢



95:7-11 When - 40 Years Disgusted

"Today, if you hear His voice:
Mighty Spurgeon* says,

He who goes into a battle and wishes to be
wounded will soon meet with a wound

and he who wishes the truth of God to lay
him low will not be long untouched by it.

Everything around seems today agreed
to help the soul ... come to Jesus.

The day, the place, the people, the preacher,

all make it a time of opportunity ...




95:7-11 When - 40 Years Disgusted

"Today, if you hear His voice:

89 "Do not harden your hearts as at Meribah, as on that
day at Massah in the wilderness where your fathers tested Me;
they tried Me, though they had seen what | did.

19 For 40 years | was disgusted with that generation; | said, "'They
are a people whose hearts go astray; they do not know My ways.'

1So | swore in My anger, 'They will not enter My rest." "

TODAY ... if you HEAR HIS VOICE ...
Do NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS ...

If ever there was a Central Message it is this:
TODAY ... Hear His VOICE




95:7-11 When - 40 Years Disgusted

Spurgeon® says,
“Harden not your hearts.”
There can be no good in it.
A man is the less a man in proportion to
his loss of tenderness of heart.
Sensibility is, in many aspects, a high possession.
Sensibility of the affections and the heart is ...

to be cultivated ... may turn out to be
the beginning of grace.

How sensitive is your soul to Hear the Voice TODAY?

* TO-DAY! TO-DAY! TO-DAY!, Psalm 95:7-8, #1551, 8-1-1880, by C. H. Spurgeon.




95:7-11 When - 40 Years Disgusted

The voice here spoken of is the voice of love.

How wooing are its tones! ...
He does not summon you to a prison, but... to a banquet.
God speaks not as judge, but as father.

Not as from Sinai, but from Calvary,

“Come, now, and let us reason together, says the Lord;
though your sins are as scarlet, they shall be as white as

snow.”

“Come unto Me, all you that labor and
are heavy laden and | will give you rest.”

* TO-DAY! TO-DAY! TO-DAY!, Psalm 95:7-8, #1551, 8-1-1880, by C. H. Spurgeon.



95:7-11 When - 40 Years Disgusted

Spurgeon* continues ...

Do not be cruel to almighty love!
Be not ungenerous to eternal pity!

When the Holy Spirit says, “Today if you will hear His voice,”
oh, | pray you, hear and your soul shall live ...

What shall we make this ...

How shall we ... or how SHOULD we feel ...

Psalm 95 leads up to “Today, if you HEAR ... Harden NOT”
Then 95 points back from Meribah-Massah ... even back from
“They will NOT enter my REST”

* TO-DAY! TO-DAY! TO-DAY!, Psalm 95:7-8, #1551, 8-1-1880, by C. H. Spurgeon.



Psalm 95’s center & salient point ...
"Today, if you hear His voice:
8 “Do not harden your heart”
Crossing & Betraying the CREATOR
at Meribah-Massah |

Becomes all the WORSE the clearer |
the light is on WHO one betrayed

Betraying YHWH Great God ...

So much the treasonous rogue ...
How can ANYONE betray?




Psalm 95’s center & salient point ...
"Today, if you hear His voice:
8 “Do not harden your heart”
How can anyone AFTER the Exodus %
After the Ten Plagues ... |
MUCH MORE ... knowing that

YHWH Great God HOLDS the
DEPTHS of the Earth in His hand

Who owns the SEA ... made the SEA .

HOW could ANYONE be such a

Nasty treasonous rogue?

.....
A



In the light of all ...

Psalm 95’s center & salient point ...
Psalm 95’s pure & kind message ...
Psalm 95’s gentle & loving SHOVE ...
Psalm 95’s tearful shepherding ...

Psalm 95’s even mournful PLEA is

"Today, if you hear His voice:

8 “Do not harden your heart”

FBC Woodyville
Sunday School Class |

Michael G. Maness
see
PreciousHeart.net/SS
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