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Matthew 4:12-25 – Jesus Begins Preach & Heal ALL Over

12-17 Jesus Begins to Preach in Galilee

18-22 Jesus Calls His First Disciples 

23-25 Jesus Heals the Sick from All Over 

12-17 Jesus Begins to Preach in Galilee

12  When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, 

 he withdrew to Galilee.

13  Leaving Nazareth, he went & lived in Capernaum, 

 by the lake in the area of Zebulun & Naphtali—

Where is the Rest of the Story?

Didn’t Jesus & John the Baptist grow up together, as kiddos?

Of all things, I suspect Jesus grieved over his second cousin ?



Matthew 4:12-25 – Jesus Begins Preach & Heal ALL Over

12-17 Jesus Begins to Preach in Galilee

12  When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, 

 he withdrew to Galilee.

13  Leaving Nazareth, he went & lived in Capernaum, 

 by the lake in the area of Zebulun & Naphtali—

After 40 days in wilderness, after Satan, returns to Nazareth

Jesus hears news of John and WITHDRAWS to Galilee 

  When did Jesus & John part ways … maybe as teens 

    Then AFTER 40 days & AFTER Satan in the wilderness … 

Now in Matthew 4 – Jesus KNOWS what John is facing

Jesus knows what WE FACE – what You & I FACE 



From Darkness to Great LIGHT – essence of Matt 4:12-25

you’ll have to wait to the END to SEE the LAST SONG 
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13  Leaving Nazareth, he went & lived in Capernaum, 

 by the lake in the area of Zebulun & Naphtali—

14  to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:

15-16  “Land of Zebulun & land of Naphtali, Way of the Sea,

  beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—

  the people living in darkness have seen a Great Light

  on those living in the land of the shadow of death

  a light has dawned.”



Matthew 4:12-25 – Jesus Begins Preach & Heal ALL Over

12-17 Jesus Begins to Preach in Galilee

18-22 Jesus Calls His First Disciples 

22-25 Jesus Heals the Sick from All Over 

12-17 Jesus Begins to Preach in Galilee

16   the people living in darkness have seen a Great Light 

 on those living in the land of the shadow of death

  a light has dawned.”
17  From that time on Jesus began to preach, “REPENT,

     “for the Kingdom of Heaven has come NEAR.”

What does that “Near” mean?

Wherever Jesus is, the Kingdom of Heaven is NEAR

Whoever is WITH Jesus is NEAR the Kingdom of Heaven



4:16 the people living in darkness have seen a Great Light; 

 on those living in the land of the shadow of death

  a light has dawned.”
“Great Light” is from literal Greek words “Light have seen Great” 

     “Phos have seen Mega” or in English “Mega” + “Phos” = Great Light

 Mega = VERY BIG  &  Phos = LIGHT that we SEE as well as

         LIGHT of Knowledge & Wisdom

✓ Phosphorus – essential ingredient to ALL OF LIFE 
     daily recommended at 580 mgs

✓ Major role in the structure of DNA & RNA

✓ Phosphorus discovered in 1669 by Alchemist Hennig Brand

   while trying to create the fabled Philosopher’s Stone 
     Capable of turning base metals such as lead & mercury into gold & silver

Greek “Mega” + “Phos” 

= Great Light





From Darkness to Great LIGHT – essence of Matt 4:12-25

you’ll have to wait to the END to SEE the LAST SONG 



Charles H. Spurgeon 
by Alexander Melville 

(1834-1892)



4:16  the people living in darkness have seen a Great Light; 

Charles H. Spurgeon preached on this verse on Sunday 

 September 10, 1871, ” Morning, September 10, 1871”

Now Christ is not only light, but GREAT LIGHT

  He reveals great things, he manifests GREAT comforts, 

    saves us from GREAT sin and GREAT wrath, and 

      prepares us for GREAT GLORY. 

He is, however, a Savior that must be seen. 

"The people that sat in DARKNESS saw GREAT LIGHT." 

Light is of no use unless it be SEEN. 

  Faith must grasp the blessings which the Savior brings. 

    "Look unto ME, be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth."

Charles H. Spurgeon 
by Alexander Melville 

(1834-1892)



Charles H. Spurgeon 
by Alexander Melville 

(1834-1892)





From Darkness to Great LIGHT – essence of Matt 4:12-25
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Matthew 4:12-25 – Jesus Begins Preach & Heal ALL Over

12-17 Jesus Begins to Preach in Galilee

18-22 Jesus Calls His First Disciples 

23-25 Jesus Heals the Sick from All Over 

18-22 Jesus Calls His First Disciples

19  “Come, follow me,” Jesus said,

 “and I will send you out to fish for people.”

    KJV   “I will make  you fishers of men.” 

20  At once they left their nets and followed Him.

 WHAT a huge book could be written on the charisma,

    attractive charm, dynamism of leadership

     book on the compelling nature of Christ’ s eyes & voice



Matthew 4:12-25 – Jesus Begins Preach & Heal ALL Over

12-17 Jesus Begins to Preach in Galilee

18-22 Jesus Calls His First Disciples 

23-25 Jesus Heals the Sick from All Over 

18-22 Jesus Calls His First Disciples

20 At once they left their nets and followed Him.

21  Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, 

 James son of Zebedee & his brother John. 

 They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, 

  preparing their nets. Jesus called them,

22   and immediately they left the boat 

   and left their father and followed Him.

We assume a length of TIME between calling & departure



Matthew 4:12-25 – Jesus Begins Preach & Heal ALL Over

12-17 Jesus Begins to Preach in Galilee

18-22 Jesus Calls His First Disciples 

23-25 Jesus Heals the Sick from All Over 

23-25 Jesus Heals the Sick from All Over 

23  Jesus went throughout Galilee, 

 teaching in their synagogues, 

  proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom, 

 healing every disease & sickness among the people.

We truly cannot comprehend the scope of this HEALING

Not today or anytime for the last 2,000 years – though we TRY

We WANT that – can fantasize about that – but at no time EVER

EVER been such a HEALER of Body & Soul 



People BROUGHT the weak, 

sick, lame, diseased, demon-

possessed, paralyzed to Jesus

  Who have you …brought to Jesus?

    I think you too WOULD!
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