
The Baptist Faith and Message 

 (1963):   
www.PreciousHeart.net/Baptist_Faith.htm  

Article VI.  The Church 

A New Testament church of the Lord Jesus Christ is a 

local body of baptized believers who are associated by 

covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospel, 

observing the two ordinances of Christ, committed to His 

teachings, exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges 

invested in them by His Word, and seeking to extend the 

gospel to the ends of the earth.  This church is an 

autonomous body, operating through democratic 

processes under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. In such a 

congregation members are equally responsible.  Its 

Scriptural officers are pastors and deacons.  The New 

Testament speaks also of the church as the body of Christ 

which includes all of the redeemed of all the ages. 

Mat 16:15-19; 18:15-20;  Acts 2:41-42, 47; 5:11-14; 6:3-6; 13:1-3; 

14:23, 27;  Acts 15:1-30; 16:5; 20:28;  Rom 1:7;  1Co 1:2; 3:16; 5:4-5; 

7:17; 9:13-14; 12;  Eph 1:22-23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11, 21; 5:22-32;  Php 

1:1; Col 1:18; 1Ti 3:1-15; 4:14. 

Augustus H. Strong, Systematic Theology  

(1907; 1,166 pgs) > Part VII, Ecclesiology 

Chapter 1. Constitution of the Church 
 
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Systematic_Theology/Uq4PAAAAIAAJ?hl=

en&gbpv=1&dq=augustus+strong+systematic+theology&printsec=frontcover  
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Character—Sum of Virtues 
For 31 LISTS of virtues from  

31 separate persons/organizations  
           www.PreciousHeart.net/fm/Character.pdf  > 

Below are four of the 31 sets: 

Navy Core Values:    

Honor ~ Courage ~ Commitment  

Plato’s Four Virtues:  Wisdom, Self-Restraint,  

Courage, and Justice 

Aristotle ^ added:  Generosity, Truthfulness, Wit, 

Magnificence, Friendliness, Greatness of Soul 

Ben Franklin’s 13 Virtues:  1. Temperance, 2. 

Silence, 3. Order, 4. Resolution, 5. Frugality, 6. 

Industry, 7. Sincerity, 8. Justice, 9. Moderation, 

10. Cleanliness, 11. Tranquility, 12. Chastity, and 

13. Humility 

 

^ from my book:  

Character Counts—Freemasonry Is a 

National Treasure and a Source of Our 

Founders’ Constitutional Original Intent  

  (2010)             www.PreciousHeart.net/fm > 
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