2nd Thessalonians 2:1-12

"' Now concerning The Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being
gathered to him: We ask you, brothers and sisters, 2not to be easily upset or
troubled, either by a prophecy or by a message or by a LETTER supposedly from
us, alleging that the Day of the Lord has come.

3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in ANY WAY. For that Day will not Come unless That Day will not Come

the apostasy comes first and the Man of Lawlessness is revealed, the Man Doomed Man of Lawlessness ... Doomed
to destruction. * He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object
of worship, so that he sits in God’s temple, proclaiming that he himself is God.

The Coming of Christ
Gathered to him Rapture

Day of the Lord

Pre-Trib DIVIDES
. . . Post-Trib Does Not
> Don’t you remember that when I was still with you I used to tell you about this?
Restrains him

% And you know what currently restrains him, so that he will be revealed in his time
Mystery of Lawlessness

" For the Mystery of Lawlessness is already at work, but the one now restraining
will do so until he is out of the way, ® and then the Lawless One will be revealed. nd
n

The Lord Jesus will destroy him with the breath of his mouth and will bring him to Lord Jesus destroy him coming
nothing at the appearance of his Coming. appearance of his Coming

 The Coming of the Lawless One is based on Satan’s working, with every kind of
miracle, both signs and wonders serving the lie, !° and with every wicked deception
among those who are perishing. They perish because they did not accept the love of
the truth and so be saved. '' For this reason God sends them a strong delusion so that
they will believe the lie, ' so that all will be condemned — those who did not
believe the truth but delighted in unrighteousness.

Coming of the Lawless One
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postiribulationism. However, Gundry's admission that the

removal refers 1w the Holy Spirit in the church js extreme|y John F. Walvoord. The Rapture Question
. 9

d.uru.t{qing o h_i: argument and is not the usual approach of
postiribulationism. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1979; 304 pp.)

. The final reference to the Rapture in 2 Thessalonians in
‘... 5, tranalated in the King James Version "the patient waiting
fior Christ,” s transtated in the NV “may the Lord direct yvour
hearts inte God's love and Christ's perieverance.” In this
lr.uu_l_:tum the concept of the coming of the Lord is delered
Faken as a whole, 2 Thessalonians makes a major c .m"..
bution to the doctrine of the Ra pture, refuting this early form
of posttribulationism. Paul taught in 2 Thessalonians 2 the
impartant fict that the man of sin, or the lawless O, Al
be revealed as such until the Rapture, that is, the removal of
the church indwelt by the Haly Spirit. According to the
~ prophecies of Daniel 7 and Revelation 13 the man of sin is ~
probably to be identificd with the final world ruler who will
emerge first as the head of a ten-nation confederacy and then
will make a covenant with Israel (Dan. %27} seven years be-

fore the second coming of Christ." When (5 cvenant s
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AFTER THE RAFTURE

“The coming of our Lord jesus Christ with all His
saints” (1 Thessalomians 3:13)

« “Hehold. the Lord comes with ten thousands of His
saints” (Jude v 14)

When Jesus retwrns 1o this earth to put down the workd s ol
mute rebellion, the armies of hesven will sccompany him. John
described these armires as “dothed in fine linen, white snd clean,
[following] Him on white horses™ (Revelation 19:14) Those who
were rapiured fo heaven by Jesus before the Tribulation will be
part of the retwrning ermy sccompanying the King

In addition Jesus will bring the souls of all who die during
the Tribulation with Him. Their perfected souls will be rejoined
1o their resurrected, immortal bodies. All those who have diexd
in the Lord will join with the Lord and participate in the battle
to reclaim the world for the rule of Christ

The waints are not the only ones who will compriie the army
of the Lord. Both Matthew and Paul told us that the angels will

WHAT LRE WE WAITING FOH7

amsembly” {xiv). Angels as far as the eye can see and the mind

can imagine.
THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST

When the Lord returns to earth at the end of the Tribulation.
the meen and nations who have defied Him will no more be able

o stand against Him than a spiderweb could stand sgainst an
cagle. His victory will be assured, and His amthority undsputed
Here is how john described the finality of His judgment and
the firmpess of His rule "And He Himself will rule them with
a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceneis
and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on His robe and on
His thigh a name written: King or Kmvos axo Lonp ofF Loxns”
{Revelation 19:15-16)

This grand title, King of kings and Lord of lords, sdentifies
our Lord at His second coming. It speals of His unassailahle

authority. At this name every king on earth will bow, and every

also descend with Christ. “When the Son of Man comes in His lord will kneel

ghory, and all the baly angels with Him. then He will sit on the . . [H] [|'1|'|||||] .
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troubled rest with us when the Lord fesins i reveabed from hea (Nashv1lle: W PUthhlng’ lmprlnt of F CH ;
g Thomas Nelson, 2022; 217 pp.)

ven with His mighty anpels” (2 Thessalonians 15710 How many

The book of Revelation is divided into 1
12:22 sums it up by talking about inmumerabie angels in ~joyful beginning of the book we are introduced T H [

) FAPTURE

Notice one glaringly obvious problem. In the pre-trib view, those Left Behind
know WHEN Christ 2nd Coming happens—7 years after Rapture!

angels are svailable for conscription into this army? Hebrews

Compare Matthew 23-24

Baptist Faith & Message, 1963 & 2000

www.PreciousHeart.net/Baptist Faith.htm
Article X is the same in both 1963 & 2000 versions

X. Last Things. God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the world to its
appropriate end. According to His promise, Jesus Christ will return personally and visibly in
glory to the earth; the dead will be raised; and Christ will judge all men in righteousness. The
unrighteous will be consigned to Hell, the place of everlasting punishment. The righteous in
their resurrected and glorified bodies will receive their reward and will dwell forever in
Heaven with the Lord.

Exodus 24:4; Deut. 4:1-2; 17:19; Joshua 8:34; Psalms 19:7-10; 119:11, 89, 105, 140; Isaiah 34:16; 40:8;
Jeremiah 15:16; 36:1-32; Matthew 5:17-18; 22:29; Luke 21:33; 24:44-46; John 5:39; 16:13-15; 17:17; Acts
2:16ff.; 17:11; Romans 15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21.

Notice the BF&M does NOT commit to any pre-, mid-, post-tribulation view,
or any postmillennial, amillennial, premillennial view.
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