
St. Peter with Keys to Heaven
by Peter Paul Rubens, 1616



Peter never expects them to be LIKE HIMSELF

 Very few are truly called into full-time ministry

He is TRYING to prepare them for the Roaring Lion

He is saying, in so many words, it “WILL BE OKAY”

even that  “A Country Boy Can  Survive”



“A Country Boy Can Survive"  
   written & recorded by American 

musician Hank Williams Jr.

released as a single in January 1982

Made #2 on the Billboard Hot Country Singles

Considered one of Williams' signature 

songs  though it never reached #1

Peter is writing to Christians in TROUBLED TIMES

The preacher man says it's the End of Time

  And the Mississippi River, she's a going dry

The interest is up and the stock markets down

  And you only get MUGGED if you go downtown





















400 Miles











Like Ancient 

       BABYLON

✓ Commercial King

✓ Bloodlust

✓ Absolute Rule

✓ Excesses of

         every kind

✓ God’s Own Hated

  & Taken Captive Too MANY Today too





Peter knows the need for affection

 and LOVE in the church … 

I live back in the woods, you see

  My woman and the kids and the dogs and me

I got a shotgun and a rifle and a four-wheel drive

  And a Country Boy can survive, 

    Country Folks can survive

“A Country Boy Can Survive"  
by musician Hank Williams Jr.







Peter is THE EXAMPLE of what

   he is asking them to do . . .

He never asked anyone to do what he would not

I can plow a field all day long, 

  I can catch catfish from dusk 'til dawn …

Ain't too many things these boys can't do

We grow good old tomatoes and homemade wine

  And a Country Boy can survive, 

    Country Folks can survive

“A Country Boy Can Survive"  
by musician Hank Williams Jr.

















Peter is determined, sure, certain,

 even convicted, resolute

Because you can't stomp us out 

   and you can't make us run

'Cause we're them ol’ `boys raised on shotguns

  We say grace and we say ma’am

And if you ain't into that, 

   we don't give a damn

“A Country Boy Can Survive"  
by musician Hank Williams Jr.





Coliseum

Howdy You’ll



Peter reflects from his 

     fisherman roots  

We came from the West Virginia coal mines

  And the Rocky Mountains and the Western skies

And we can skin a buck, 

     we can run a trout line

 And a Country Boy can survive, 

    Country Folks can survive

“A Country Boy Can Survive"  
by musician Hank Williams Jr.

















Peter is writing to GOOD FRIENDS

I had a good friend in New York City

  He never called me by my name just Hillbilly

My Grandpa taught me how to live off the land

  And his taught him to be a businessman

“A Country Boy Can Survive"  
by musician Hank Williams Jr.











Peter KNOWS their pain as a

    victim of violence himself

He used to send me pictures 

      of the Broadway Nights

And I would send him some homemade wine

  But he was killed by a man with a switchblade knife

   For forty-three dollars, my friend lost his life

I'd love to spit some Beechnut in that dude’s eyes

  And shoot him with my ol' forty-five

'Cause a Country Boy can survive, 

    Country Folks can survive

“A Country Boy Can Survive"  
by musician Hank Williams Jr.



Satan in John Milton's Paradise Lost 
c. 1866, by Gustave Doré





Christ as FACT, just the FACT—will YOU sing in the arena



and Christ above ALL

Pray, Love, Serve

Trust Your Creator





https://shakespeare.mit.edu/Shakespeare/3henryvi/
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