
John S. Riley, c. 1869 

The N. B. Association convened on the 19 th, Sept. 1863 with Bethany 
Church, Tyler County. 

Elder N. P. Johnston preached the introductory sermon from Daniel II. 
44. 

The association had recess for one hour, and met at half past one 
o’clock, p.m.:  prayer, by Bro. Fancher. 

The moderator called for letters, when the following were presented and 
read by Bros. Johnston and Rhodes, and the names of delegates enrolled, 
viz:  Mt Vernon, Pine Ridge, Antioc, Mt Zion, Rocky Hill, Town Bluff, 
Bethany, Zion, Providence, New Bethel, Beech Creek, Union, Bethel and 
Hardin. 

On motion of Bros Coatney, Pugh and Parsons were appointed a com-
mittee with the delegates of this church, to arrange preaching;  and on mo-
tion, all visiting brethren of our faith and order present are invited to seats 
with us. 

On motion of Bro. Rhodes, Bro N. P. Johnston was recognised as a del-
egate from Bethel church. 

Corresponding letters and messengers called for, when elders Fancher, 
Bean and Masterson were received from Bethlehem association, and the 
right_ and of fellowship extended. 

On motion the following committees were appointed, viz: on business 
Bros. Williamson, Coatney and Phelps on finance, Bros Johnston, Milner 
and Rhodes; on education Bros Clark, Perry and Richardson; one books and 
periodicals, Bros Martin, Johnston and Jordan; on sabbath-schools, William-
son, Richardson and Rhodes; on temperance, Johnston, Rhodes, and Jordan. 

The committee to arrange preaching made the following report: Bros 
Fancher to preach at 11 o’clock to-morrow, Williamson to close;  John Bean 
at 2 o’clock, Martin to close; Masterson at candlelight, and Rhodes to close.  
On motion adjourned until monday morning 8 o’clock; prayer by elder John 
Bean. 

On Sabbath the brethren appeared in the order of their appointments 
and preached to large and attentive congregations with good effect. 

Monday morning, 8 o’clock, the association met; prayer by the modera-
tor. 

The report of the committee on business presente, read and adopted 
marked A. 

On motion the minutes of saturday were read and adopted. 
On motion the order of business was suspended d and a committee of 

Bros Clarke, Phelps and Perry appointed to report on the condition of the 
colored population in our bounds. 
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Minutes of the Fourth Annual Session of the New Bethel Association with  
Bethany Church,  Tyler County,  Texas 

Bro. Rhodes made a report showing the disposition made of the 
money placed in his hands for the purpose of purchasing testaments 
for the soldiers of this and Hardin counties, which was received and 
marked B. 

The following reports were presented, read and on motion adopt-
ed, viz: on sabbath schools marked C; on books and periodicals, D; on 
finance, E; on temperance, F; on the condition of colored population, 
G; of treasure, H; on education, I. 

On motion resolved, That we recommend the members compos-
ing the churches of this association to be incessant in prayer to Al-
mighty God, especially in secret for the restoration of peace in our 
once happy, but now distracted, unhappy and bloody land __a they 
r____ s o_ten_ con____ n and pray earnestly for the permanence and 
prosperity of our Confederate government, and the welfare, temporal 
and spiritual, of our soldiers who are nobly defending our rights, liber-
ties, institutions and families, and a__na__s is dear and sacred to the 
southerner. 

The following were appointed corresponding messengers, viz: to 
Bethlehem association; Bros Rhodes, Sumrall, Phelps and Johnston; to 
_ryon association, Williamson and Johnston. 

Bro A. Rhodes was appointed corresponding secretary. 
On motion Bro Phelps was appointed to preach the nest introduc-

tory sermon, and Bro Martin alternate.  
On motion resolved that we have a ministers’ and deacons’ meet-

ing, to be held with Rocky Hill church, Tyler county commencing on 
monday before the _ th Lord’s day in July, 1864. 

On motion resolved that the next annual session at this association 
be held with Mt Zion church, Tyler county, commencing on Saturday 
before the 3 rd Sabbath in September, 1864. 

On motion resolved that we recommend to the churches compos-
ing this association, to receive no worldly testimony on any case, ex-
cept on oath. 

Resolved that we tender our united thanks to the brethren and 
friends of this community for the generous hospitality with which they 
have entertained us while here in session. 

Resolved that the clerk be instructed to superintend the printing 
and distributing of the minutes, (200 copies) and that he be authorised 
to draw on the treasurer for money to pay for the same, and twenty nve 
dollars for his services; and if the a_n_ cannot be printed, that the clerk 
furnish each church composing this association with one written copy 
of our minutes. 

On motion the minutes were read and adopted, and the association 
adjourned to the time and place above stated. 
J. G. Comer, Clerk,                                 Elder G. Sumrall, Moderator. 



1863 Addenda to Minutes 

A 
We your committee on business beg leave to report as follows 

1st, call the roll and mark absentees;  2d, read decorum; 3d, read and 
correct, if necessary, the minutes of saturday;  4th, call reports; 5th, 
call for miscellaneous business;  6th, make appointments;  7th, read, 
correct, if necessary, and adopt the minutes;  all of which is respect-
fully submitted.     

J D Phelps, chairman. 

B 
Dear brethren, I beg leave to repent that the money you placed 

in my hands to purchase testaments, was sent on a cording to your 
instructions, and I have never heard from it since. 

                       Yours respectfully,             A Rhodes 

C 
Your committee on sabbath schools beg leave to report that 

they have had the same under consideration and are sorry to say that 
so far as our knowledge is concerned, we know of but little that has 
been done during this associational year, partly on account of suita-
ble books;  but we would earnestly recommend to the churches and 
brethren to take some speedy steps to keep alive and in motion this 
glorious enterprise, so that when our children grow up, it may be 
said to the them, “from a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation.” 

A Rhodes, ch. 

D 
We your committee on books and periodicals beg leave to make 

the same report that was made at our last setting; namely that where-
as the present war has to a great extent deprived us of periodicals 
and the power of obtaining books, therefore we do cordially recom-
mend the repeated and careful perusal of the Bible, the best of 
books;  and we do from the great deep of our hearts thank Almighty 
God for the privilege of reading such a Book. 

S. C. Martin, ch. 

E 
Your committee on finance beg leave to report as follows:  

amount sent by Bethel church, $3.00; Beech Creek, 12.00;  Bethany, 
9.00;  New Bethel, 8.25;  Pine Ridge, 12.00;  Mt Zion, 8.00;  Mt 
Vernon, 22.00;  Town Bluff, 18.10;  Rocky Hill, 4.00;  Union, 
11.10;  Hardin, 5.00;  Zion, 3.00;  Antioic, 3.00;  Providence, 10.00;  
making total sent by the churches for missionary purposes and print-
ing minutes, $128.45. 

Respectfully submitted,    N.P. Johnston, ch. 

F 
Your committee on temperance would beg leave to report that 

in our opinion the practice of intemperance among church members 
is one of the worst sins; therefore we would recommend to the 
churches that they act strictly in this matter, and when any member 
shall debase himself so low as to become drunken, that he should be 
cut off from the church. 

A. Rhodes, ch. 

G 
We your committee appointed to report on the condition of the colored 

population, beg leave to report as follows, to-wit: that the religious condi-
tion of this class of our population is truly encouraging, and at most of the 
churches there is ample preparation made for them to be comfortably situat-
ed to hear the Gospel;  and where it is not the case, we do earnestly recom-
mend that such preparation should be made. 

We also recommend the following resolution, viz: that all owners of 
slaves be earnestly requested to either go themselves or get some one suita-
ble to go with them to divine worship and see their good behavior, and 
when services close, that they be instructed to return to their respective 
homes without delay;  and that our ministers be requested in their instruc-
tions, to teach the slaves that their relations are of divine appointment, and 
that the Bible makes their fidelity as servants, a test of the genuineness of 
their chriptian character.  All of which is respectfully submitted. 

L. G. Clark, ch. 

H 
Amount rec’d from Bro M’Queen, former treasurer:  10.00 
      “        “       “     “    J. G. Coiler    “          “ .30 
      “        “       “  Finance committee 127.45 
 ———    
 Totol amount in hand $137.75 

J. H. M’Kinney, treasurer. 

I 
The committee on education submit the following report: In the opinion 

of your committee, this association is now to work to engage in any practi-
cal educational undertaking;  We believe it to be the duty of the association 
to expend every dollar she can raise for the domestic missions;  thereby in-
creasing her own resources;  for we feel that in a few years, when our whole 
field shall be dotted over with churches, the money which is so freely flow-
ing from our treasury will be returned to us fourfold. 

Therefore, as strong and earnest friends of education, we can conceive 
of no plan, the better to encourage and hasten the day when we can, as an 
association, engage in this great and important work, than to push forward 
the cause of domestic missions.  This subject being one of the greatest im-
portance, we would urge upon the association the propriety of annually ap-
pointing a committee to report upon it, so that it may be kept constantly be-
fore the minds of the brethren;  and they will then be prepared to act with 
due energy when the time arrives that we may deem ourselves able to en-
gage in this great cause. 

There is one branch of education which is certainly in the reach of 
church in our limits:  we allude to Sabbath school education.  It is truly to 
be hoped that every church will give us, at our next meeting, an account of 
flourishing Sabbath schools under their control.  We notice this for this ex-
press purpose;  we heartily recommend the churches, in buying books for 
Sabbath schools, to confine themselves strictly to baptist publications.  In 
conclusion, your committee would beg leave to recommend to the brethren, 
as worthy of their highest confidence and liberal patronage, the baptist col-
lege at Independence, under the control of our deeply pious and well be-
loved brother Burleson.  Your committee further beg leave to recommend to 
their brethren the propriety of establishing a Baptist Female School at some 
suitable location within the limits of this associational district. 

L. G. Clark, ch. 
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