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4 William Estep’s Renaissance & Reformation (Eerdmans, 1986) is a masterpiece.

Vi



Heart of the Living God

Grand Canyon SNaP SOt ..o e vii
Grand Canyon PANOFaMAa..........coieerieieiienenie e sie st sne s viii
Preface — the Treasure Of LOVE .......ccoovirieiiniiieeseee s 1
Introduction to Hiking the Grand Canyon .........cc.cccoevererenesie s 3
1. Grand Canyon of God’s Genuine Loving CONCEIN .........ccccovereieriieiiencieniens 25
2. Foreknowledge and the FULUIE ..o 63
3. Genuineness & Dynamic Foreknowledge .........cccccvvvvvvvinseniece e 99
4. Craig-Pinnock Dilemma & Dynamic Foreknowledge........c..ccooeverirvinnnne 141
5. Christ-Freedom Dynamic TrUth.........ccccooiiiiiiiiiieee e 161
6. Shadow of Prayer Dynamic TrUth ..........ccocoviiiiiiiiiine e 195
7. Imago Dei—God the Source of Our Relationships..........cccvvvviveicicniciinnnnns 237
8. HEAVEN ~ Part I: Our Everlasting ReSt ........cccoevvevirieiieviseseeesese e 285
9. HEAVEN ~ Part Il: Simple, Elemental EXPEeriences..........ccoovveeeeiencienncns 319
10. HEAVEN ~ Part l11: Greater EXPeri€nCeS.......ccoerveierereniseseee e 331
Epilogue: HOW t0 Get to HEAVEN..........coveveviieccceeec e 351
Final Challenge & Larger CONEXL........cccovvveivieeieriee e 352
Appendix 1. Master Canyon Guides: Synopsis-ReVIEWS ........cccccoerererenienne. 354
Appendix 2. Intro to Appendices 3-6 & Grasshopper Story ........cccccocevevenene. 475
Appendix 3. Hezekiah Letter on Roger Nicole vs. Clark Pinnock ................... 483
Appendix 4. Timothy George’s “What God KNOWS” ..........ccceevrvveierenerennnnn 496
Appendix 5. L. Russ Bush’s ETS Letters & Book The Advancement............... 502
Appendix 6. Journal on Open Theism: JETS (June 2002) ..........cceoveveenereennenne. 511
Appendix 7. Paige Patterson—A Challenge.........ccccoovvvviviviiviineiescne e 544
Appendix 8. Wayne Grudem on the Gift of Prophecy..........ccccevveievvnicinnnnn, 562
Appendix 9. C. H. Spurgeon on Love—Two Fine Sermons ............ccccceeenuenne. 564
Appendix 10. Grand Canyon Map of Where You & | Hiked............ccccoeennne. 576
Abysmal Bibliography........cooviveiiiiic s 577
Grand Canyon Fishing INAeX.........cccveieiiniiiiiiseie s 669
Other BOOKS DY AULNOT.......cc.iiiiiiiiieeee e 697

Vii



Michael G. Maness

Grand Canyon Panorama

s Sl

Grand Canyon SNAP SHOL........coiiiiiii e vii
Grand Canyon PaNOTAMA ........ccoueeiuiriiiiirieisenieieesieeese sttt seeseens viii
Preface — the Treasure 0f LOVE ... e 1
Introduction to Hiking the Grand Canyon............cccccoiiiieiinienieeie e 3
A. Let’s Go to the Grand CanyOn........c.cccovvreverenieseseeieee e 3

B. My Grasshopper Story ... Cricket, CriCket.........ccccvvveviervrieiieninnnir s, 4

1. Grasshopper & the Belly of the Beast...........ccccvevvvivevevincve s 4

2. To My Chums ... More Precious as the Years GO BY..........c.ccccvevvnene. 6

3. Living As Though the Future was Open—Not Anymore...........cccceeee 7

C. Heart of the Living GOd iS LOVE .....ccooeiiiiiiiiiiescseeee e 8

1. Love, the Heart 0f GO ........coooeiiiiiice e 8

2. God’s Dynamic Foreknowledge: First Primer ...........ccccooiiiininnnn 11

D. This Book—Genuineness Is so Very Special ..........cccooevenineniniininnnns 12

1. Chum, We’ll Walk with Freedom & Gusto—Whosoever! ................. 12

2. What Is Not Settled?—the True Question on the Future..................... 22

3. Wow!—2,300+ Years of Struggle? .......ccoovvvvvineeicne e 22

4. Book’s Progression & Swirl Inside Ethic’s Tumultuous Waters........ 23

E. Love Everlasting ... Heaven ... the Best is Yet to Come .........ccccevvennnen. 24

1. Grand Canyon of God’s Genuine Loving CONCEMN .........cccovverereneresieniennenn. 25
A. Storm Blowing—Hope It Doesn’t RaiN........c.ccoevveverinniesnneseeie e 25

1. Preparing to Take @ HIKE ...ocvvviveicice e 25

2. Classical Theism—Absolute Divine Sovereignty........c.ccoevvvvevereenenn. 26

3. Open Theism—God’s Ability to be with You Today ..........cccevenene. 31

4. The “Personal” is Taboo & Future of Free Love, even Heaven? ....... 32

B. Darn! Too Late ... Look at All of the Rain! ... 34

1. Classical Theists Do Not Like Open Theists .......cccccooeverenenieiinieennn. 34

2. Spit and the Spawn of Satan—Where ... Is ... the Beef? ................... 36

3. If a Grasshopper ... NECK ......ccccuiiiiiiii 38

4. A Storm Is Blowing—Hear the Rain on Hezekiah & John 3:16......... 39

C. Can God Feel Joy and Sadness TOAay? ........ccccvvverreeereerierenesesensrennenns 41

D. Love ... the Greatest—the Treasury of Our Heart...........cc.ccoevvveveveennnn. 46

E. Sunrise at the Grand Canyon—You Have to See it! .........ccccocevevvivivennnne. 59

2. Foreknowledge and the FULUE ...........cooiiiiiiiiiic e 63
First View of the Grand Canyon...........ccoeveevenenesnsnseee e 63

1. Legend Has It ... Two Sides of the Grand Canyon ............ccccvevvenennn. 63

2. The Big Stink ... Classical Theist Avoidance & Genuineness........... 66

3. William Lane Craig—the Best Classical Defense............ccocvevivennnne. 67

4. Middle Knowledge & Freedom in Christ ........cccccevvvvevnveninsninsnnnnn, 68

5. Middle Knowledge a Great Piece of Backtracking Speculation......... 69

6. Three Concerns Between Open & Classical Theism: A-C................. 71

A. Omniscient-Omnipresent Attribute of God ..........ccccoveiiiiniiiiiiin, 73

1. Omniscient-Omnipresent Attribute—Grand Canyon Strata............... 73

viii



Heart of the Living God

2. Omniscient-Omnipresence & Foreknowledge—Dice..........cccccecuenee. 74
3. Omniscient-Omnipresence & Foreknowledge—Limits? ................... 75
4. Omniscient-Omnipresence & Foreknowledge—Responses................ 77
5. Omniscient-Omnipresence & Foreknowledge—Freshness................. 79
B. Foreknown Response Quotient (FRQ) .......cccovevvrrereninninneeeeneee e 82
1. Assumed Pillar of TrUth ..o 82
2. Time Travel Possible Only in Classical Theism’s Settled Future! ......85
3. FRQ—God Knows the Next RESPONSE .........ccceverererreeeieiereeneeseens 85
4. FRQ—A Bedrock of CONCUITENCE ......cccveiveiereecrecre ettt 89
5. FRQ—God’s Aliveness and Isaiah 46 and 55..........c.ccccoeevveieiinenen, 89
6. What’s Important About the Future—God’s Purposes & Counsel .....91
C. Conjecture: Time a Non-Entity, Non-Substantial ..............c.ccccceecenininns 91
1. Alpha & Omega: Erickson, Tillich, Craig, Padgett, & Hasker............ 91
2. Tenseless Sense, Senseless Tense, Tenseless-Senseless
Timelessness, or Relational SENSE? ........cccoveiiiiiiniiicieccies 95
3. Time Irrelevant to God—Shot Dead by Eternity’s Golden Arrows....96
3. Genuineness & Dynamic Foreknowledge ..........cccooveiiiiiiiniiniccee, 99
A. God & the Existence of the FULUIE...........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 100
1. God’s Word & Promises Are More Certain than the Future............. 100
2. Heaven’s Banquet—Has God Settled All?—Ephesians 1:3-14........ 101
3. Trusting God Now Is More Important than the Future...................... 104
4. Exhaustive ... So What? ... What’s the Relevance?............c.c.ccce.... 104
5. Relationship More Important than the Existence of the Future......... 105
6. Relationship in Two Dynamic Truths Supercedes FRQ .................. 106
B. God’s Dynamic Foreknowledge: Second Primer ..........cccccoeveiciennne. 107
1. God’s Exhaustive Foreknowledge of the Next 5 Seconds ................ 107
2. God’s Dynamic Foreknowledge: Second Primer ...........cccccceeiennenne. 113
3. God’s Dynamic Foreknowledge and Inspiration............cccccceeiennenne. 116
C. First Doctrine of Genuineness vs. Lordship in Frame & Feinberg......... 118
1. Genuine Relationship the First Doctrine in the Theology of God.....118
2. John S. Feinberg’s World-Class No One Like Him........ccccccevvennnnee. 120
3. John Frame’s World-Class The Doctrine of God...........c.cccvvvrvnines 124
4. Feinberg and Frame—the Tip of the Classical Theist Sword............ 126
5. What Happened to LOVE’S Treasure? .......cccceeevervrreseereereeneseesennes 126
6. God the Father ... not Lord King GONg ........ccccovvvvviveicricne e 127
7. My Daddy’s Bigger than Frame’s Daddy-Author ... Waaah! .......... 129
D. Genuineness—Supreme First Doctrine in Theology of God ................. 133
1. Image Side of the Image-Maker ...........cccceviiiiiiiiiiiieeeee 133
2. Genuineness the First Doctrine—No Issue More Important.............. 137
4. Craig-Pinnock Dilemma & Dynamic Foreknowledge........c..ccooevvrvnivinnnne 141
A. Craig-Pinnock Dilemma & Bridge-Building 101 ...........cccceeeviiiiennns 142
1. Craig-Pinnock Dilemma...........ccocoviiiiiniiieiere e 142
2. Farthest Point of Progress—Which Way Do We G0? ..........c.cccc..... 144
3. Bridge-Building 101 ... What Do We Share?..........ccccevevcieienenne. 145
4. Craig-Pinnock Dilemma & God’s Foreknowledge ............ccccoennne. 147
5. Prayer—The Beginning of Progress.........ccoovvevvvvvesveeeneenesesennens 148

ixX



Michael G. Maness

B. Dynamic Foreknowledge a Servant not a Master ............ccccceoereeieieenn. 152
1. God’s Dynamic Foreknowledge a Servant to His Loving Heart....... 152

2. Dynamic Foreknowledge Entail God’s Own Responses—=2............. 154

3. Our God Is Alive—Dynamite & the Example of Dynamism........... 159

5. Christ-Freedom Dynamic TrUth .........ccocooiiiiinieiiceeee e 161
A. Grand Canyon Village—ONh, Yeah!..........ccociiiiiiii e, 161
1. Village People—Our Nature and Destiny...........ccooeverencnenesnnnne 161

2. E. Y. Mullims on Freed Village People......cc.cccovvveveviniiviinnininenn, 162

2. River Wild and the Christian Life.........cccoooininiiniiiineeee, 165

3. Freedom’s Wild Ride & Bauckham’s “Infinitely Desirable” ........... 166

B. Christ-Freedom Dynamic & G. C. BErkOUWET .........ccccvvevvrvinevereennns 169
1. Freedom: Freed From and Freed TO.......ccocoveenencinenseneee e 169

2. Freedom Defined by the Child of God’s Submission.............c......... 173

3. Freedom: Our True Humanness in Resurrection Service to God...... 177

4. Freedom = Dignity of Humanity ...........ccccociiiiniiie e 181

D. Freedom and Service in God’s Kingdom ...........ccccvveienencncncneneenns 183
1. Freedom to Serve as Sons & Daughters Here & Hereafter............... 183

2. Freedom vs. Sin: Overcome only in Faith ..., 185

E. Freedom Challenging Classical TheiSm...........cccccooiveieniniicncnenennns 187
F. Freedom and Our RESUITECLION .......cccevviiiiiiiieieireecse e 188
1. Freedom Is Divinely EMPOWEIEd ..........ccocveivevereiennneseseseeie s 188

2. Freedom and Mr. Ed, the HOrse’s HOrse .......ccoooceveiienciisenicnen, 189

3. Freedom by God’s Power & the Classical Theism Burden .............. 192

6. Shadow of Prayer Dynamic Truth.........ccccooeiiiiniiiicnieee e 195
A. Prayer: the Splendor & Essence of the Christian Life ..........cc.ccoevevvenine 195
1. Prayer Explained ... the Radiant Color of Life.........ccccccocvvivivinnene, 195

2. Splendor of Prayer—First Step of Obedience.........cccccecvvevvivivinennn, 199

3. Prayer—Crucial to the Entire Struggle & Civilization ..................... 200

4. Prayer—Master Canyon Guide Richard FOSter ...........cccccocevenvnnnnne. 204

C. Prayer Degraded in Classical Theism .........cccccooviiiiiiniiieiccinee 210
1. Classical Theist Effigies—Pushing a Mule Backwards.................... 210

2. Yuck, Yuck Stuff—Bruce Ware’s Soggy Effigy ... and Eeyore...... 214

3. Relationship with Our Heavenly Father, Abba...........c.cccooiiiinnnnn. 223

D. Beyond Puppet Theology & Father Time to Father God.............c......... 226
1. Onward Christian Soldiers ... Not Onward Passive Puppets............ 226

2. Craig-Pinnock Dilemma & Prayer Indicate Some Freedom............. 231

3. Beyond Information Exchange & Imperial Fatherhood to Abba....... 232

7. Imago Dei—God the Source of Our Relationships ........cccccoviiiiiiiinennnne 237
Bridge Building 201: We Have a Beginning........cc.cccevvvververereresnsnsnennns 237
A. Our Imago Dei—the Quintessence of Loving Relationships................. 238
1. Our Imago Dei—the Spark of God Is Our Ability to Relate ............ 238

2. Our Imago Dei—a Liberating Image in Middleton .............cc.cccuv.ee. 240

3. Our Imago Dei—Shell of Love’s Labors for All Human Beings ..... 242

4. Our Imago Dei—Our Ability to Relate to God & Others ................. 250

5. Our Imago Dei—Our Love the Mere Image of God’s Love............. 254

6. Our Imago Dei—Ability to have Awe in Loving Relationships....... 255

X



Heart of the Living God

7. Our Imago Dei—Our Love Transcends Time like God’s Love........ 259

8. Our Imago Dei—Treasuring the Moment of Love.........cccccccoeienenee. 260

B. God’s Love Is Dynamic ... AlIVE.......cccooiieiiiiiiii e 267

1. What Changes for God? Not Same 1,000 Years Ago as Today ........ 267

2. Can God’s Perfected LOVE GrOW?........coccvverieenienieene e 273

3. Difference between God’s Foreknowledge & Experience? .............. 276

4. God’s Love Steadfast, Dynamic, Crimson Shades to Infinity........... 280

C. Going HOME—Free at LaSt ......c.ccvevvevereirceseee e 281

1. Where Time, Free will, Sovereignty, and Foreknowledge will be

Swallowed up in Glory, and the Classical Theist Burden............. 281

2. Going Home—Seeing God’s Heart Dissipates Sovereignty ............. 282

8. HEAVEN ~ Part I: Our Everlasting ReSt ........ccoevevinivieinseseeevcne e 285
Preface on Heaven: Origin of These Chapters—Serendipitous, Providential285

OULHINE OF HEAVEN ... e 287

ReVelation 21:1-14 . ... 288

Introduction to the Heaven of Revelation 21-22...........ccccooiiiviiiiincnnn 289

1. Heaven—the Place & Blessed EXPerience.........cocoovvovveeieiencnenins 289

2. Heaven a Good Season of Love: Baxter & Boston ...........cccccceeenenee. 292

3. Love & The Glory of Heaven by John MacArthur............ccccceenenne. 293

4. Heaven’s Supreme Delight—Unbroken Fellowship with God ......... 294

5. Best Is Yet to Come—Heaven—Personal to the Uttermost.............. 295

6. Heaven—Last Chapter in Our Genuine Relationship with God ....... 297

A. Heaven Is Perfected Everlasting Love—No Eye Has Seen ................... 298

1. Visual Boundary: What Eye Hath NOt Seen ........cccccovvvveveicnininnnnns 298

2. Revelation 21-22 & the Holy City—Personal & Dynamic ............... 299

3. Holy City = the Picture of Perfected Everlasting Love..................... 301

B. Picture Worth a Thousand Words—Words Can Say More.................... 303

C. Similarities Between Two Passages: Rev. 21:1-8 & 21:9-22:6.............. 306

1. Descending Holy City Is the Same City in Both Passages................ 306

2. Five Similarities Between the TWO Passages ........ccooeeveeereenerenenne. 307

3. Conclusion on the Similarities—God’s Marriage Fresh to Him ....... 309

4. Open Wedding Feast—RSVP Now, Before It’s too Late! ................ 312

5. Fresh Wedding Feast—No More Clear Picture of Intimacy............. 315

9. HEAVEN ~ Part Il: Simple, Elemental EXPEriences..........ccoovoveeeieneienncns 319

A. Simple, Elemental Experiences of Heaven ..........cccoevvveivevvevcicnninnnnns 319

1. Difference Between Earth and Heaven—Dream, Dream, Dream.....319

2. New Freedom: No More Tears, Death or CUrse.......cc.cooeevvereenenas 322

3. New Economy: Spring and River and Tree of Life........cccccccccvennnnnn. 323

4. New Purity and Peace: No More Evil People .......cccevvevevcnvieinnnnn, 323

B. Cloudy Dark Side of Living Obscures the True Fullness............c.cccuo.... 324

1. Between the Clouds of Earth and the Clear Skies of Heaven............ 324

2. What We Know Here ... a Cloudy Shadow of Heaven..................... 326

3. Simple Experiences Versus the Greater Experiences of Heaven ......327

10. HEAVEN ~ Part l11: Greater EXPEri€NCES.......cvevververiervreseareareeieseeseeseenns 331

A. Greater Experiences 0f HEaven...........ccocveeiriiiene i 331

1. Earth and Heaven Connected—C. H. Spurgeon ...........cccccceeverennene 331

Xi



Michael G. Maness

2. Holy City as Bride & Wife of the Lamb...........ccoocooiiiiiiiin, 333

3. Great Wall Reveals an Everlasting SECUrity ........ccccceveiiieicninnnnnn. 340

B. ReCAP OF HEAVEN ..o 343
C. Greatest Experience—Sharing in God’s Life & Glory ........c..cccovevennne. 345
CONCIUSION ...ttt ettt 348
Epilogue: HOW t0 Get to HEAVEN ........ccoiviiiiieiee s 351
Final Challenge & Larger CONtEXt ........ccovvveiiirinieiieeise e 352
A. Grasshopper Gauntlet—Two Challenges to Classical Theists............... 352
B. Book’s Larger Context—My Would You Lie to Save a Life?................ 353
Appendix 1. Master Canyon Guides: Synopsis-ReVIEWS ..........cccecvvvrvrvinennns 354
Craig-Pinnock Dilemma: Literature Review Conclusion. ...........ccccoeveuene. 355
Synopsis-Reviews of 60+ Scholars in Books & Articles ... 357
1. Craig, William Lane. The Only Wise GOd.........cccceoeririeneneneicnieneenns 359
2. Pinnock, Clark H. Most Moved MOVEF ...........ccoiviiiiiniie e 361
3. Sanders, John. The God WO RiSKS ........cceiiiiniiiiiiieiec e 368
4. Boyd, Gregory A. God of the Possible..........cccoovvvvviiicicicncc e, 371
5. Maston, T.B. God’s Will and Your Life.........cccccocvernininniinenneneen, 375
6. Rice, John R. Predestined for HELL? NO! ........ccccooviiiiiiiinincieneen, 376
7. Hunt, David. What Love IS TRIS? ......ccooeiviiiiieienece e, 378
8. Basinger, D., & R. Basinger. Predestination & Free Will...................... 384
INEFOAUCTION .. 384

A. Feinberg’s Position & COUNLENS. ........ccoceverirerieeie e 384

B. Geisler’s Position & COUNLEIS........ccccoviiriieniiiece e 386

C. Reichenbach’s Position & COUNLETS. ..........ccoveieieneieniieneeieeene 388

D. Pinnock’s PoSition & COUNLENS. .....cc.ooeiviririeriiinice e 389

9. Beilby, J., & P. Eddy. Divine Foreknowledge: Four Views.................... 390
10. Zagzebski, Linda. “Recent Work on Divine Foreknowlege™ ............... 391
11. May, Rollo. Freedom and Destiny ..........cccovvivivnivnieererenese e seseennns 392
12. Erickson, Millard. What Does God KNOW ..........cccccvereineneicneniecnnen, 396
13. Packer, J. I. Evangelism & the Sovereignty of God ...........cccvvvevenenen, 407
14. Geisler, Norman. Chosen BUt Fre€........ccccovviriinniineneinenecseneeeen, 411
15. Spurgeon, C. H. SEermons 0N SOVErEIgNtY .......cvevveveveerierereresresnsnennns 414
16. Strong, Augustus H. Systematic Theology.........cc.ccooevereniciiicnenennn. 416
17. White, James R. The Potter’s Freedom..........ccooooiiiieienicicicneneeen, 417
18. Boettner, L. Reformed Doctrine of Predestination...............cc.ccocenene. 421
19. Frame, John M. NO Other GOd .........cccooiiiiiieniiiiecie e 423
20. Ware, Bruce A. God’s LeSSEr GlOrY........cooeveviieiiiinee e 430
21. Piper, Taylor, Helseth. Beyond the Bounds...........ccccceveiiiiniienninnne. 434
Preface by JONN PIPEr ......ccv i 435
Introduction by Justin Taylor........ccccveiveieie i 437

1. Fuller’s “Rabbis & Claims of Openness Advocates” .........cccceevenene 439

2. Brand’s “Genetic Defects or Accidental Similarities”...................... 439

3. Talbot’s “True Freedom & Liberty Worth Having” .........cc.cccovevnie. 440

4. Davis’ “Why Open Theism Is Flourishing NOw” ...........cccccooervennne. 441

5. Caneday’s “God’s Self-Revelation in Human Likeness™ ................. 442

6. Horton’s “Hellenistic or HEbrew?” ..., 443

Xii



Heart of the Living God

7. Wellum’s “Inerrancy of SCripture” .........cccooeiiiennenieece e 444

8. Helseth’s “Trustworthiness of God & Foundation of Hope™ ............ 444

9. Ware’s “The gospel of Christ” ... 445

10. Grudem’s “When, Why, & What ... Boundaries?”............cccceevrune 445
11. Piper’s “Grounds for DiSMaY” ........cccoevvererenieseseseseeeeseeseseeneens 446

22. Huffman & Johnson. God Under Fire.........ccocoovviinniniieicieneeiens 446
1. Huffman & Johnson’s “Should God be Replaced?” ............cccccoveine 447

2. Talbot’s “Does God Reveal Who He IS?”........cccccovvviiiviiinieiniens 449

3. Johnson’s “Can God be Grasped by Reason?”.........cc.ccccvevverererrnnnn. 451

4. Bray’s “Has the Greek Philosophy Corrupted Christianity?” ........... 454

5. Helm’s “Is God Bound by Time?” ........ccoeieiiieniieeeeeece e 454

6. Craig’s “What Does God KNOW?” ..........coeeiiiinininieee e 456

7. Geivett’s “How Do we Answer TheodiCy?” .......ccccvviieieiienenenene 457

8. Spiegel’s “Does God Take RiSKS?”.........coeeieienineieeieeee e 459

9. Lee’s “Does God have EMOtioNS?” .........cccooeiiienineniiieice e 461
10. Gutenson’s “Does God Change?” ........cccceeveviereneeieseere e 461

11. Ware’s “How so We Think on the Trinity?”.........ccoccevveveieniniinnnnns 462

12. Carson’s “How Can We Reconcile Love & Sovereignty?” ............ 462

23. Wilson, Douglas. Bound Only ONCEe .......cccevverieiereneseseseeie e 464
24. Dihle, Albrecht. Theory of Will in Classical Antiquity .........ccccceevveene. 467
25. Kierkegaard, Sgren. WOrks 0f LOVE.........ccoevvireineieine e 469
26. Great Classics: Augustine to Wesley and More.........cc.ccooveeieienennenn 471
Appendix 2. Intro to Appendices 3-6 & Grasshopper Story.........cccocevervrennnn. 475
1. Grasshopper Hops & Questions His Teachers ...........ccocevvvenerirennnn. 475

2. Grasshopper’s Grass-filled StOry ........cocoveveiiiiniiiiccc e, 476

3. Grasshopper Canvases of Ad Hominy & Boundaries............c..cco.c.... 477

4. Grasshopper & Rice-Bowl Theology .........cccovvienininiciciencie e, 479

5. Grasshopper’s CritiCS ....c.uceiieieie i 480
Appendix 3. Hezekiah Letter on Roger Nicole vs. Clark Pinnock ................... 483
Introduction to Hezekiah Letter ... 483
My Initial Excitement & Some Misguided FIrepower............cccccevererennne 484
A. How God RELATED t0 HezeKiah..........ccocooiiviiiiiiiiiencceec e 485
1. Why Did God Cater to Hezekiah in 2 Kings 20:1-117........cccccceeeeee 485

2. Difference Between Fidelity & Interpolation...........cccccoeviiiinnne. 486

3. Nicole’s Violation of the ETS Larger than Pinnock’s..............cc....... 490

4. Pinnock Closer to the TeXt.....ccivrviiiniiierrcese s 491

5. Nicole Crushed by His Own Standard ............cccccoevvviveieercnesesinnnn, 493

B. Fidelity to the Text Is the Main Issue & Heartfelt Plea..............ccccee.ee. 494
C. ETS Primary Webh SOUICES.......cccoveriirerieiisieseeie et 494
Appendix 4. Timothy George’s “What God KNOWS” ...........cccoreeenenenenenn. 496
1. Open Theism a Source of Conflict & Confusion...........cccceeveviriinninnn. 496
2. Classical Theism Superior in Theodicy—Are You Sure?............cccceve.e. 497
3. Open Theism More Powerfully Exculpates God .........cc.ccevvvveverennnnnn, 497
4. George’s “Seminiscient” Deity of Open Theism a Misnomer ................ 499
5. Ultimate Split Infinitive: Eternal v. Everlasting & Genuineness ............ 500
6. Missing the Engine of Genuineness Is a Serious Oversight................... 501

Xiii



Michael G. Maness

Appendix 5. L. Russ Bush’s ETS Letters & Book The Advancement.............. 502
A. L. Russ Bush Dialogue: Integrity vs. Myth-Busting...........c.cccceeeiennene 502

B. L. Russ Bush’s The Advancement—A New Level of Acrimony........... 503

C. Original Maness Counterpoint Challenge & Web Links ...........cc.cc.e.... 509
Appendix 6. Journal on Open Theism: JETS (June 2002) ........ccooceverereneennn 511
1. Ware’s “Defining Evangelicalism’s Boundaries” ...........cccocveerervnnnnn. 512

2. Pinnock’s “There is ROOM FOr US” ......ccooiiiiiiiiiiciieece e 515

3. Sanders’ “Be Wary 0f Ware” .........ccccveveviieriennsn st 516

4. Boyd’s “Christian Love and Academic Dialogue”.........c.ccccocvrivrvrrnnnnnn. 518

5. Ware’s “Rejoinder to Pinnock, Sanders, & Boyd” ..........ccccccvevvivivennnne. 521

6. Wellum’s “Divine Sovereignty-OmnisCience”........c.cccuvvrvrervrvsnarnene 522

7. Highfield’s “Divine Self-Limitation in Open Theism” .........c.ccocvvevevnnne. 527

8. Grenze’s “Boundaried People and Evangelical Theology”........c........... 533

9. Horton “Hellenistic or HEDrew?” ... 535
Appendix 7. Paige Patterson—A Challenge .........c.ccoovviveiiiicie s 544
A. My History with Paige Patterson...........ccccvevvvviviiveierese s sese s, 544

1. Patterson’s Rejection of Me & Question of ETS Integrity ............... 544

2. Patterson a Commander in the Theological Trade Winds................. 545

3. Why This Challenge to Patterson ..........c.ccooeveeenieeieienc e 546

4. Patterson a Legend in His OWN TiMe ......ccooviiiieninenineneeie e, 547

5. Patterson a Father-figure & My Transference ..........ccccocoeviiennnne. 551

6. Patterson, Open Theism, Love, and My Conscience .............ccccce..... 553

7. Patterson’s Letter vis-a-vis the ETS DOCUMENTS ......ccccevverireriencnen. 553

B. I Challenge Paige Patterson—Gulp!.........cccoovviviviiviivciencre e 554

1. Heave TO & COmMe ADOUL ......cccuriiiiirieinirieec e 554

2. Patterson and ETS ConfuSion ........cccoovveveninienenicienese e, 555

3. Patterson’s Troubled Triumphant Church & Other Deficits............. 556

4. Clay Feet and Leadership ... Yet Honor Demands Something ........ 558

5. The Challenge—Gulp!—Heave To & Come About on Genuineness558

C. Final Grasshopper CriCket ..o 560
Appendix 8. Wayne Grudem on the Gift of Prophecy ........ccccccocvvivviviivnivinenn, 562
Appendix 9. C. H. Spurgeon on Love—Two Fine Sermons............ccocceeereenen. 564
A. LOVE AT ITS UTMOST—Spurgeon on 1 John 15:9 ......cccceevevvviiennns 565
Introduction to Love at 1ts ULMOSE ........cccoovviiieiiniiccne e 565

I. Unquestioningly Believe that Jesus LOVES US.........ccccoevevvrvivnnsnennne. 565

1. He ChoSe US IN LOVE .....ovviiiiiiiiecie e 565

2. He Became Man for Love 0f US.......cccoeiiiiiiiiniiiece e, 566

3. Jesus Died Because 0f LOVE .......cccceeeiiiiieiiiiieeee e 566

4. For Love the Lord Made US LiVe .......cccoooieiiiiiiiiineeceeeee e 566

5. Manifold Fruits of LOVE........cociiiiiiiiice e 566

I1. Meditate Continually On the Love of Christ...........ccccoeiiniiiiiiencene. 567

1. LOVE ANCIENT ..ottt 567

2. LOVE MOSE FIEE ... 568

3. LOVE MOSt AMAZING ..vvevviieiieieesieseeie e sie st e e e e e e e s 568

4. Love MOSE PractiCal ..........coovverieineiiciie e 568

Xiv



Heart of the Living God

6. Loves as Father Loves Jesus—from Eternity ...........ccooeveveiiicnnnn. 568

7. Love WIthOUL ENd .......cooiiiiiiiee s 569

8. Love IMmeasurable ... 569

I11. Experience & Admire Power of LOve 0N US .......ccccvvviveiiencncieneneen 569

1. Love as CatholiCoN........coooiieniiiiecee e 569

2. Love’s Melting INfIUENCE ........cvvvvvviiiecec e 570

3. Love’s CoNSOING POWET ......cc.ccvieiiiriniieeieeee st sie e 570

4. Love’s Cleansing & Sanctifying POWEr ........c.ccccvvvivevveievcncre s, 570

5. LoVe Srengthens US .....ccecveieieieiisese e 570

6. LOVE MAKES TEONUET .....uiiuiiiiiiiiie ettt 570

7. Love Inflames Zeal for GOod .........ccoovveriiinienc e 570

8. Love Fills with Delight ..o 571

IV. Abide, Immerse Ourselves in Christ’s LOVE.........ccccooeiiiiiicicieneninn 571

B. LOVE’S CLIMAX—Spurgeon on 1 John 4:10 ......ccccooovriiiniencieniee, 572
Introduction t0 LOVE’S ClIMaX ........cccciiiiriiiiieiee e 572

I. LOVE 10 the LOVEIESS......cceieiiieiieiicciestes s 572

I1. Love to the SInful.......ccocoiiii s 573

I11. Love Providing Propitiation...........ccocveiveeereiinin e 573

IV. Love Surrendering the Only Begotten .........cccevvvvvvrivnieeiieneene e 574
Appendix 10. Grand Canyon Map of Where You & | Hiked............cccoeennne. 576
Abysmal Bibliography ..o 577
1. Love Bibliography ..o s 578

2. Free will, Foreknowledge, Some Prayer & Theology Bibliography....... 585

3. Time Bibliography ......cccccoviiiiiice s 639

4. Dissertations on Free Will, Foreknowledge, Time ......cccccecevererennrennn, 642

5. Articles: Free Will, Foreknowledge, Determinism, EtC........c..cccccevvvnee. 645
Grand Canyon Fishing INeX.........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiei e 669
Other BOOKS DY AULNOT.......c.iiiiiiiiieeee e 697

XV



Heart of the Living God

e

e 8

7. Imago Dei—God the Source of Our Relationships

=

In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the
role of defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. | do not shrink from this
responsibility—I welcome it.... The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this
endeavor will light our country and all who serve it. And the glow from that fire can
truly light the world.
John F. Kennedy, Inaugural Speech, 01-20-1961440

W%-{o—

Bridge Building 201: We Have a Beginning
A. Our Imago Dei—the Quintessence of Genuine Relationships
1. Our Imago Dei—the Spark of God in Our Ability to Relate
2. Our Imago Dei—Love’s Labors
3. Our Imago Dei—Our Ability to Relate to God and Others
4. Our Imago Dei—Our Love the Mere Image of God’s Love
5
6
7

. Our Imago Dei—Ability to Awe & have Splendor in a Loving Relationship
. Love & Our Imago Dei—Transcends Time like God’s Love
. Our Imago Dei—Treasuring the Moment of Love
B. God’s Love Is Dynamic ... Alive
1. What Changes for God? Not the Same 1,000 Years Ago as Today
2. Can God’s Perfected Love Grow?
3. What's the Difference Between God’s Foreknowledge & Experience
4. God’s Love Steadfast, Dynamic, Crimson Shades to Infinity
C. Going Home—Free At Last
1. Where Time, Free will, Sovereignty, & Foreknowledge
Will Be Swallowed Up in Glory, & the Classical Theist Burden
2. Going Home—Where Seeing God’s Heart Dissipates Sovereignty

Bridge Building 201: We Have a Beginning

We have seen the canyon strata of God’s Omniscient-Omnipresence.
We have looked at the mighty Colorado River torrent running deep and
wild, ever cutting up new ground, how the divinely empowered Christ-
Freedom Dynamic runs deep in the life of the Christian in resurrection
power. Best of all, we have observed the changing hues and the blessedness
of the colors of the canyon strata, earthy to the uttermost, radiating with the
movement of the Son—always unique and yet of the same essence—the
Shadow Dynamic of Prayer.

440 See http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/johnfkennedyinaugural.htm.
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We are closer to a bridge between the North and South Rims of the
Grand Canyon than ever before, just not there yet. Yet we do know some of
the elements that will entail a solution, elements that are unambiguous and
very clear. Classical Theists threaten to close the issue before its time, even
shut off solid biblical insights, even refuse the obvious, and block the
supply lines for decent and sincere Christian fellowship (this is painfully
obvious in appendices 1-8). Some Classical Theists not only block the
supply lines of fellowship but sabotage the railways with ugly insinuations
of heresy, evil, and satanic allusions to Open Theism, rather than do the
more honorable thing and defend the genuineness of their own relationship.

Makes you want to cry, it does. Cricket, cricket.

Even so and no matter the portended obstructions, that does not stop
and cannot stop the grandeur and splendor of the Grand Canyon from
inspiring those who will look.

Even mule-shoving theologians acknowledge the two dynamic truths,
that our freedom in Christ and prayer are certainties in the very life of the
Christian. Would that those same persons would allow those truths their
rightful place as instructive about the dynamism of our living God.

We have two stakes driven deep down on both sides of the Grand
Canyon, as each side believes their relationship with God to be genuine.
These two stakes held the first few strings we sent across the canyon, like
the the Omniscient-Omnipresent Attribute of God and the Foreknown
Response Quotient. And the Craig-Pinnock Dilemma helped get our sights
across the canyon correct. These were clear lines of concurrence, and from
these we were able to pull two strong cables across the breadth of the
canyon abyss. Lashed to the stakes of our genuine loving relationship with
God on both sides of the canyon are two very strong cables of concurrence
between the North and South Rims of the Grand Canyon. The two cables
are the two dynamic truths of the Christ-Freedom Dynamic and the Shadow
of Prayer Dynamic.

With these two cables we have the beginning of a substantial bridge
across the Grand Canyon with several areas of concurrence between Open
and Classical Theism that make up the north and south rim of the abyss.

<<=

A. Our Imago Dei—the Quintessence of Loving Relationships

1. Our Imago Dei—the Spark of God Is Our Ability to Relate

Better than all of the above, there is still more to see in the Grand
Canyon. There is another element that ties all of the above together—
mysteriously—another element that makes all of the above possible.
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There is another certainty or high truth in this struggle that will not be
circumvented without great loss that is tied to God’s own life, and we know
that both sides share this truth to a large degree. Our Imago Dei, the Image
of God that we bear, is in part the substance of the dynamics already
mentioned.441 Imago Dei appears only three times in the Bible, all in
Genesis, the most significant in 1:26-27:

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them
rule over ... and over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the
ground. So God created man in His image, in the image of God he created him:
male and female he created them.

5:1, This is the written account of Adam’s line. When God created man, he
made him in the likeness of God.

9:6, Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the
image of God has God made man.442

John Calvin indicated that our ability to relate to ourselves and to God are
interrelated, and this is because we bear the image of God.

In knowing ourselves we come to know God, since he has made us in his Image.
Conversely, we come to know ourselves by measuring ourselves against his
holiness. While all things, in a sense, display the image of God, humans
particularly do so, most notably in our ability to reason.443

Harry Boer said,

That Man as the image of God retains a spark or glimmer or residuum of the full
life given him in creation is unquestioned in all evangelical Christian theology.
It is the existence of this life which constitutes Man as Man, which makes him
human, which makes him the image of God. Sons or daughters in alienation
from their parents do not cease to be the image of those who gave them birth....
So, too, with Man in his relationship to God. He remains Imago Dei—a fallen
and sinful image, an offspring to which the parental heart stands open for
forgiveness and reconciliation.444

441 See Genesis 1:26-27, 5:1, 9:6; Acts 17:28; Rom. 8:29; 1 Cor. 11:7; 2 Cor. 3:18; Eph.
4:23-24; Col. 3:10; James 3:9. See J. Richard Middleton, “The Liberating Image?
Interpreting the Imago Dei in Context” Christian Scholar’s Review 24 (1994).

442 NIV. The Hebrew for imago dei is tselem elohim.

443 Millard Erickson, Christian Theology 2nd (Baker, 2003): 523; referencing John
Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion (bk 1:1) and Calvin’s Commentary on the
Gospel According to John (v1, p32 on John 1:4).

444 Harry R. Boer, An Ember Still Glowing: Humankind as the Image of God (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990): 85, and Boer reflected that this was “central thesis” of his book:
“There is only the possibility of responding to a salvation already achieved, but not yet
recognized and embraced. This possibility arises from the substratum of fallen Man’s
essential nature or being—his existence as imago Dei.”
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We—Doth sides of the Grand Canyon—share much, yet perhaps there is no
more a coalescing element than the uniqueness and dignity of our essential
human nature captured in the term, Imago Dei. Almost every good Christian
(Open or Classical, indeed Catholic or Protestant) would affirm that our
essential human dignity and value derive from us being made in God’s
Image. Augustus Strong said, “The dignity of human nature consists, not so
much of what man is, as in what God meant him to be, and in what God
means him yet to become.”445 Truly, we only come to know ourselves in our
relationship with God, and truly the best is yet to come.

2. Our Imago Dei—a Liberating Image in Middleton

In a masterful way, J. Richard Middleton outlined the recent history of
the interpretation of Imago Dei. He indicated the obvious: that it is
impossible to discern exactly what is meant, and the word image was used
for idols and copies. Though impossible, it clearly signifies humanity’s
dignity and special relationship with God. The reformers leaned to a
“dynamic, relational notion” that equated it with an “obedient response to
God”; Karl Barth and Emil Brunner proposed that it refers to the “capacity
of human beings to be addressed by and to respond to God’s word.”446

Middleton lamented the ignorance in biblical scholarship of the vast Old
Testament studies. Today, the consensus of Old Testament scholars
subscribe to the royal flavor of the text, indicating that the royal “we”
mandate means that “we” were created to be “sovereign over the cosmos,
ruling by royal decree” and that the wealth of comparative studies of Israel
and the ancient Near East have led to the Imago Dei as,

the royal function or office of human beings as God’s representatives and agents

in the world, given authorized power to share in God’s rule over the earth’s
resources and creatures.447

445 Augustus Strong, Systematic Theology 3v. (Fleming H. Revell, 1976 [1st 1907]: 517.

446 ). Richard Middleton, "The Liberating Image? Interpreting the Imago Dei in
Context," Christian Scholar’s Review 24 (1994): 9. See also, John Hall, Imaging God:
Dominion as Stewardship (Eerdmans, 1986); Paul Ramsey, Basic Christian Ethics (NY:
Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1950); G. C. Berkouwer, Studies in Dogmatics: Man: The Image of
God (Eerdmans, 1975; 1st 1962); Emil Brunner, Man in Revolt: A Christian Anthropology
(London: Lutterworth, 1939); Anthony A. Hoekema, Created in God’s Image (Eerdmans,
1986); David Cairns, The Image of God in Man (London: Collins, 1973).

447]. Richard Middleton, "The Liberating Image? Interpreting the Imago Dei in
Context," Christian Scholar’s Review 24 (1994): 12. Middleton lamented the ignorance of
many theologians on the vast O.T. scholarship on Imago Dei, and pointed to the seminal
dissertation by Gunnlaugar A Jénsson, The Image of God: Genesis 1:26-28 in a Century of
Old Testament Research (trans. Lorraine Svendsen; Lund: Almqvist and Wiksell, 1988).
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Middleton showed the unique context of the passage: Israel only had one
God and kingship was often a contingency.448 This led to a noteworthy
observation.

What is particularly worth exploring about the Old Testament’s critique of both
idolatry and kingship is how they are seen as usurpation of Yahweh’s rule,
which inevitably leads to injustice and oppression, and how this impacts the
imago dei texts in Genesis. Could it be that some notion of “democracy” and the
sharing of power is an essential implication of biblical monotheism, an
implication consonant with our human status as creatures. ...

Of course, this leads to the New Testament with Christ as the Messiah and
“Jesus as the image of God par excellence.”49 Therefore,

The life and characteristic teaching of Jesus, and especially his paradoxical
enthronement on the cross, point to a ... trajectory from rule to compassionate
service.... Jesus explicitly exemplifies what is at least implicit in Genesis 1 and
often explicit in the Old Testament, namely that the right to use power is not
oppressive control of others, but their liberation and empowerment....

Since Christ is the head of the church, this community of faith inherits his
revelatory, representative task..... Just as Christ is sent by and discloses God, so
the church as the new humanity, renewed in the imago Dei (Ephesians 4:24;
Colossians 3:9-11; Il Corinthians 3:17-18), is sent by Christ and called upon to
imitate his paradigm of self-giving, thus witnessing to God’s rule in the concrete
shape of their communal life.... [From Phil. 2:5-11, Paul] argues that if Jesus, as
the unique imago Dei, used his divine power and sovereignty not for his own
interests, but to serve others, even unto death, then the Christian community,
following the its Lord’s footsteps, should have ... the same “mind” of
compassionate self-giving. In the New Testament, imago Dei as rule becomes
imitatio Christi.

What ties together this whole trajectory from Genesis to the New Testament
is the consistent biblical insight that humanity from the beginning—and now the
church as the redeemed humanity—is both gifted by God with a royal status and
dignity and called by God actively to represent his kingdom in the entire range
of human life, that is, in the very way we rule and subdue the earth.450

The Imago Dei that we bear is a liberating image in our relationship with
God in the Old Testament as well reaching our fuller and spiritual liberation
in the New Testament in Christ.

448 Based on Israel’s early anti-monarchial strain in Israel’s tribal confederacy in the
Judges and Samuel’s opposition to kingship.

449]. Richard Middleton, "The Liberating Image? Interpreting the Imago Dei in
Context," Christian Scholar’s Review 24 (1994): 23. For Christ the Messiah: Mark 8:29,
Matt. 26:62-64, and Acts 2:36; for Christ as Imago Dei, 2 Cor. 4:4-6, Col. 1:15, Heb. 1:3.

450 ], Richard Middleton, "The Liberating Image? Interpreting the Imago Dei in
Context," Christian Scholar’s Review 24 (1994): 24.
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3. Our Imago Dei—Shell of Love’s Labors for All Human Beings

In many ways the image of God that we bear is the shell of Love’s
labors for all human beings, as all share in the ability to Love (if they
would). Yet the utmost abilities in Love can only be appropriated after one
is born again, as only then can one avail themselves of the Spirit’s help in
Love and only then is one in a full and proper relationship with God—the
originator of Love, master lover, and true authority on proper Love. And we
learn by experience, and who better to learn from than from our heavenly
Father loving us. Read 1 John in that light.

We cannot distinguish between unsaved and saved Love, and we should
not. Yet we have been given instruction that as a believer born of God, and
only as a believer born of God, there are capacities of Love that are only
freed after our resurrection; most importantly, the post-resurrection ability
to Love God is called a freedom to approach His throne as a son or daughter
where that ability is egged on by two great commands—the greatest
commands.4st Therein and only therein and before God and in Christ does
Love and Love’s labors find their highest capacities in our living and loving
relationship with God, and the genuineness of our real-time loving
relationship is the First Doctrine in the theology of God.

Said in another way, an unsaved and non-resurrected person bears the
Imago Dei as a human and can Love and Love in many ways just like a
Christian. But a Christian can Love in a resurrected ability: that resurrection
ability to Love connects the Love of the loved one to both of their
everlasting lives at the least. Love in and through the Holy Spirit and as part
of our own new nature are captured in a kingdom not of this world. We are
born into a household of fellowship that transcends this world, whose maker
and builder is God and whose head is Jesus Christ.

Sadly, a lost person who certainly bears the shell of Love’s labors in his
or her own Imago Dei is still truly lost. For though the abilities of eternal
Love are meagerly experienced in tempered form among their own family
and friends—and as great as Love is in this person’s life—nevertheless,
Love’s abilities never reach their potential on earth and even turn upon the
lover—I do think—and proceed to wreak a havoc all its own in the
hereafter. In the hereafter much worse happens, when in a sense—according
to this understanding—Love becomes a burden and perhaps even a parasite
instead of the positive energy it was on earth. When a lost soul goes to hell
and is permanently pushed away from God, that person is forever torn from
the ability to see Love’s consummation and severed from ever seeing and
feeling the highest manifestations in the gift of eternal life and the ongoing

451 Heb. 4 and Matt. 22:37-40 (Love God with all of the heart & others as self).
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Love of saints in heaven. Though Love might be resident in the heart of a
lost person, Love might pine on without hope of reciprocation for evermore.
Yet, perhaps God shall be merciful there too, and in the condemned
darkness God might retrieve the spark of Love itself as part of the
condemned person’s sentence. Who truly knows for sure?

What we do know is that in Love we seek to anchor ourselves to God,
to His Word, to each other, and even to steady our own hearts in the world;
Love is work that impels us to cross relational boundaries in personhood.
Harry Boer said,

The glory of Man is that he is the image and likeness of God. He is not an angel,
he is not an animal, he is not a thing. He is person. She is person.... Man acts
today, he is accountable for yesterday, he plans for tomorrow. He uses time to
schedule all that he does. The whole world is his to examine, to use, to enjoy,
and to develop. Nowhere is he forbidden entrance....

It is my personal judgment that the central characteristic of Man as image of
God is the quality of personhood. It is the characteristic of God as sole deity,
and it is equally and radically distinctive of the three members of the trinity....

It is personhood that distinguishes Man from the higher animals....

With these considerations ... We can say that God created Man to exist in a
structure of relationships. Formally this structure is unchangeable. Materially it
is altogether changeable. In creating Man, God placed him in four basic and
enduring relationships: to God, to fellowman, to the world around him, and to
himself.452

On Love’s abilities in endurance, Charles H. Spurgeon said,

If once taught in the school of Christ to turn Love to every point of the compass,
and so to meet every assault against our heart, we have learned the secret of
victory.... Love conquers in all stages of her life. She begins in conversion, and
straightway those that mark her birth are angry, and the powers of evil are at
once aroused to seek her destruction. Then she “beareth all things.” Let them
mock, Love never renders railing for railing: Isaac is not to be provoked by
Ishmael’s jeers.

She gathers strength and begins to tell out to others what she knows of her
Lord and his salvation. She “believeth all things,” and so she confesses her
faith, and her fellow Christians are confirmed by her witness. It is her time of
energy, and so she tries to woo and win others, by teaching them the things
which she believes.

She advances a little farther; and, though often disappointed by the unbelief
of men and the coldness of her fellow Christians, she nevertheless “hopes all
things,” and pushes on in the expectation of winning more of them. Her dove’s

452 Harry R. Boer, An Ember Still Glowing (Eerdmans, 1990): 1, 8-9; and Boer quotes
Karl Barth (Church Dogmatics, Vol. 3 [Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1958]: 184-87), “So God
created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he
created them.”
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eyes see in the dark, and she advances to victory through evergrowing
conflict....

Ay, and when infirmities thicken upon her, and old age comes, and she can
do little else but sit still, and bear and believe and hope, she still perseveres, and
accepts even the stroke of death itself without complaining, for Love “endureth
all things.”

The last victory of Love is in enduring all things, by which | understand a
patient perseverance in loving. This is perhaps the hardest work of all, for many
people can be affectionate and patient for a time, but the task is to hold on year
after year. | have known some men earnestly check their temper under
provocation, and bear a great many slights, but at last they have said, “There is
an end to everything: | am not going to put up with it any longer. | cannot stand
it.” Blessed be God, the Love that Christ gives us endureth all things, as his
Love endured to the end, so does the Love which the Spirit works in us endure
to the end....

Stand fast in Love; endure not some things, but all things, for Christ’s sake;
so shall you prove yourself to be a Christian indeed....

If you desire to see the mirror and the paragon of persevering endurance,
look you there! | wish you could see it. | wish these eyes could see the sight as |
have sometimes seen it. Behold the cross! See the patient Sufferer and that
ribald multitude: they thrust out the tongue, they sneer, they jest, they
blaspheme; and there he hangs, triumphant in his patience, conquering the
world, and death and hell by enduring “all things.” O Love, thou didst never sit
on a throne so imperial as the cross, when there, in the person of the Son of
God, thou didst all things endure. Oh that we might copy in some humble
measure that perfect pattern which is here set before us. If you would be
saviours, if you would bless your generation, let no unkindness daunt you; let no
considerations of your own character, or honor, or peace of mind keep you
back, but of you may it be said, even as of your Lord, “He saved others, himself
he could not save.”453

What are Love’s labors? God’s heart is Love, and Love is the greatest
with the Cross of Christ the greatest Love deed. Christian hearts are indeed
a treasury in the minting and exchange of Love. Truly, Love is a dynamic
and living concern for another, even the greatest spiritual gift. God is Love.
We Love God because He first Loved us. The two greatest commands are to
Love God and Love others. God so loved the world that He gave us—
labored to the uttermost—His only Son, Jesus Christ. How could God have
been clearer? And extraordinarily, undeservedly, and magnificently, we
were made in the Image of God, and our Love shall be made perfect in
heaven. Robert Southey wrote a beautiful poem about Love maturing in
heaven, called appropriately, “Love Indestructible”:

453 Charles H. Spurgeon, The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit Vol. 27 “Love’s Labors: 1
Cor. 13:77; 9-4-1881: 641, 648-649, 650-651.
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In heaven ambition cannot dwell;
Nor avarice in the vaults of hell;

Earthly these passions of the earth,
They perish where they have their birth.

But Love is indestructible.
Its holy flame forever burneth,
From heaven it came, to heaven returneth;

Too oft on earth a troubled guest,
At times deceived, at times opprest,
It here is tried and purified,

Then hath in heaven its perfect rest.

It soweth here in toil and care,
But the harvest time of Love is there....454

In heaven, our dynamic Love shall not become less dynamic but shall
mature. In heaven we shall come of age. Our dynamic Love is empowered
by our resurrection freedom and shall continue throughout our everlasting
and loving lives.

Love flows from the heart. Truly, Love is best experienced when Love
is mutual. When Love is mutually shared between two people or between a
person and God, there is between both parties a shared concern for the heart
that passes between them—even the beginning of an everlasting concern.
That living and loving concern is fresh moment to moment, and shall only
become more lively and genuine, indeed, even more endearing throughout
heaven forevermore.

So to this point, we know that we have been raised with Christ and
share with Christ a resurrection freedom. We have a wonderful ability in
prayer. Indeed, all of these are part of what makes us unique in God’s
creation, because we have been created in God’s Image. In that image, our
Imago Dei, the best of life on this side of heaven is in Love, and we do have
faith and hope that the best of Love is yet to come.

Love’s labors endure into our everlasting lives. Let me explain.455

Love is a genuine heartfelt concern as well as an action, truly that and
much more. God is Love, and our Love is from God. That ties Love to
God’s nature in a mysterious way Which also somehow makes Love eternal.
When we Love—and we do Love—we are experiencing something of the

454 In Fallows’ The Home Beyond or Views of Heaven and Its Relation to Earth by Over
400 Prominent Thinkers and Writers (Chicago: M. A. Donohue, 1907, 1st 1883): 317.

455 A portion of the following has been lifted from my ethics book, Would You Lie to
Save a Life? (chapter 6:B), wherein we tried to discern God’s will and our options in a
horrendous dilemma; www.preciousheart.net/ethics; in 1968, Commander Lloyd Bucher had
to lie to save the lives of his men. Bucher did the best he could with the Love he had.
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eternal nature of God. | certainly cannot explain all of that, not any better
than | can fathom all of the awesome splendor of the Grand Canyon. This
element of our Love transcends time itself, and this can be a bit understood.

We all believe that God is able to be with us in time, to some degree,
and we also believe that God is above time as well. We talked a little about
how we thought that time was actually irrelevant to God, not very important
to God, as eternity shall surely crush all of time’s relevance for us in
heaven—shot dead by eternity’s golden arrows.456

How does our Love allow us to transcend time like God? Love makes
some serious ethical demands of us as well as being the source of our
affection and the very treasury of our heart. Ethically speaking, this side of
heaven, we must struggle to Love our way forward. That “struggle of Love”
is the very essence of all of our Christian virtues and ideals, and Love is
even the essence of what we cherish most in our own loving lives—family
and friends. Russian poet Apollon Maikov said,

If you wish to live without struggle, without storm, without knowing the

bitterness of life, to ripe old age, do not seek a friend and do not call yourself
anyone’s friend.457

With the struggle to Love here on earth, we have and maintain a faith and
hope in heaven. In Love, we consider the past, look at the present, and press
toward tomorrow, even toward heaven above. In Love and like God in
many ways, our vision of our loved one spans all of time.458

Love is so much more than a mere ethically right action. Love is like a
scarlet thread that runs through life itself and ends in the hands of God in
perfect obedience.45¢ Such a wonderful place as Heaven has only shadowy
reflections here on earth. Thank God for our family and friends and church
and what shadows of heaven we do know. Surely, those shadows are but
small deposits of our great inheritance.

So let me say it like this: our Imago Dei is connected or linked in many
ways to God’s own eternal Love. “We share in God’s Love” is more than a

456 Chapter 3.C.

457 From a poem by Apollon Maikov (1821-1897), a Russian poet, quoted from the diary
of the Pavel Florensky in his massive, The Pillar and Ground of the Truth (Princeton, 1997):
323.

458 Paul Tillich, The Eternal Now: 130, “The mystery is that we have a present; and even
more, that we have our future also because we anticipate it in the present; and that we have
our past also, because we remember it in the present. In the present our future and our past is
ours.... The riddle of the present is the deepest of all riddles of time. Again, there is no
answer except from that which comprises all time and lies beyond it—the eternal.”

459 See chapter 13.B of my book Would You Lie to Save a Life? where we bring together
the Scarlet Thread and its weaving through the complexities, dead center among all of the
ethical fine lines in perfect obedience.
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trite phrase or another mere Christian cliché or platitude or colloquialism.
Love is more than a mere conduit or fiber-optic cable between us and God,
so much more than the mere pulsings of light between God and us, and
more than divine radiation nudges between our experience of time and
God’s time. Very much like God’s Love, our Love to God and others has a
triune quality where all at once Love knows and sifts the past and has a
warm concern in the very present and ongoing moment; best of all, our
Love is focused into the near and distant future of the Loved one. Love
takes from the past, applies in the present, and projects into the future. Love
transcends our experience of time as we labor to Love God, Love others,
and even to Love ourselves, just as God Loves us.

As God is Love and God is eternal, then once Love has birthed itself in
our hearts—once true Love springs up in our hearts—that Love has an
everlasting quality and shall spring forth in our hearts forevermore and even
throughout our everlasting loving lives. Hey, | will never see many of my
loved ones or friends again, and even those who have died and gone on to
heaven—Iike Kathy Sue—but my Love for them continues. And | have a
promise that | shall see them again, that my Love for them shall only be
greater in heaven. So it is for God too, when we all finally go home.

You know this in your own family and among your friends. There is no
completion to Love. We never come to the end of a loving deed. True Love
is mixed with thoughts, feelings, and deeds; and the deeds are but individual
actions on the concourse of Love always and forever moving towards more
actions in the future. Each action in Love fosters more thought of how to
give greater Love down the concourse. While looking the loved one in the
eyes, our true Love is also looking down the concourse of time with a view
to loving more and nurturing more. Love truly lasts forever.

And we Love God because He first loved us.

Though Love be ethically right in itself, Love is never solely right in
itself. Love is never a mere ethical state of being. Instead, like God, Love
has an eternal and everlasting quality to it. Our Christian Love pushes itself
out from the inner reaches of our warm heart to do good deeds for others in
the present: that is, at the same time we are loving our loved one we are also
looking beyond the present moment to how to Love better.

Love is not merely an action, and Love for another is not complete with
the completion of the deed. Biblical Love is so much more than a mere
action. Biblical Love has an eternal quality to it, as Love is from God. Our
Love is constantly pushing us forward. Our Love focuses us more on the
future in view of how we can nurture in the present.

Biblical Love has a triune focus. Our Love looks to nurture the whole
person. So our Love demands that we cull the relevant past in what the
person needs or does not need, demands that we act in Love in the present
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to meet needs, and then demands that we adjust our Love in view of the
future effects of our current loving actions. In the present moment, we are
transcending time in a way as Love impels us to view all of time in how we
nurture our loved ones.

In Love, we act in view of our loved one’s cumulative past, needs in the
present, and how our actions will affect the future. That is, at the same time
that we are doing loving actions for our loved one, we have in our mind’s
eye all of the past, the present, and the future. In our mind’s eye, we look at
our loved one and are adjusting our actions from the entirety of that loved
one’s life, the past we know, the present we are discerning, and whatever
we can forecast of Love’s work, respecting that loved one all along the way
(even respecting the loved one’s free-will rights to reject the Love we give).

Let’s clarify further Love’s connection between the present and the
future. The loving person is impelled forward to more good deeds. In true
Love, loving deeds are but small means to the larger end of nurturing the
Loved one. Once again at the risk of tedium, Love is never the simple gift of
a deed; a simple good deed devoid of roots in Love is unbiblical, cheap, and
no Love at all. Love suffers long, nurtures affection, and fosters
appropriation (and growth) of all the biblical virtues in the loved one. Love
pursues the best in the loved one only when Love is transcending time,
pulling from the past, applying in the present, all with a vision towards that
loved one’s nurture and even in view of heaven to come. A truly loving act
cannot take place on the simple deontological plain. Love always has ends
in sight, is always above time in many ways, and Love adjusts the good
deeds in a constant series of refinements to meet the best interests of the
loved one as perceived down the concourse of time.

We struggle with Love. Often, Love is hard work, even if we would
have it no other way; and then at times Love is also easy and a light burden.
Mother Teresa of Calcutta, India, once said,

I have found the paradox that if | Love until it hurts,
there is no more hurt, but only Love.460

What we know of Love in our family and among our friends here on earth,
as the Bible says in many places, indicates the kind of Love God has for us.
No person can Love God—truly—if they do not Love others.461 Love is of
God, but is manifested first in us towards others, as if the very Love to
others was in many ways Love to God; for when we Love the “least of
these” we are also loving God. If our Love is like God’s Love, the pain that
comes from great Love only causes our Love to grow for the loved one: see

460 James P. Gill, Love: Fulfilling the Ultimate Quest (FL: Love Press, 1993): 22.
461 1 John.
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the loving parent of a wayward child, and poets and song writers. From
what we know here of Love, we are assured God has a greater capacity and
very much more genuine stake in Love, since God is the source of Love.

In Love we press far beyond the present completion of a loving deed. In
Love we look beyond the present moment—continually beyond—toward
the ongoing enrichment of our loved ones and of others, indeed, we look for
the enrichment of the entire world (even our enemies). What loving father
and mother do any specific deed without thought of how that deed affects
the future of their child? Every loving father and mother do everything with
respect to the next moment, the next hour, or week or year. That is the
heartbeat of Love’s pulsing concern, the essence of the term “nurture” that
is constantly measuring the present results with how to better apply the next
hug, nudge, guideline, guidepost, and next push toward responsible self-
reliance. And true Love here respects the free will of the child, engaging
them, protecting them, even at times overruling them (for some who never
enter the house, a time will come when the door shall be closed as well).
Love and nurture are in a continual state of extrapolation, always balancing
the perceived consequences that come with the good and better
consequences that can be obtained.

Love has long and strong arms: one hand has hold on our present life
and times, and the other reaches endless forward into the future. Hey! That
is just the way we believe God is working out all things to our own good.

In other words, no one can do just one loving deed, for true Love can
never be satisfied with just one deed. God is Love and Love is eternal, and
once Love is initiated, the loving person is committed and pressed from the
core of his or her being to look beyond the present deed’s completion to
how that deed actually affects the Loved one down the concourse of time.

Once born in our hearts, Love has an everlasting quality, cannot be fully
guenched; the flame of true Love cannot be snuffed out, but burns by the oil
of God Himself; Love is the evidence of the Spirit’s work, the evidence of
salvation, and the assurance of heaven to come. Love is not just the best of
life for us here on earth, not merely the bread of life: Love is the evidence of
God’s very presence.

Based upon the totality of our knowledge of the loved person, upon the
sum of our worldly and spiritual insight and wisdom, we scrutinize every
eye wink and every flinch. In our scrutiny, we search beyond the loving
deed to how we can further nurture the loved one in growth, comfort, and
wellbeing. With the loved one in our sights, in our hearts, we scrutinize the
loved one’s demeanor and responses and adjust our affections and nurture
accordingly. We try, try hard, that is. We scrutinize not simply to evaluate
our effectiveness, not at all. But we scrutinize in order to improve our serve
and look ahead for ways in which to nurture Bennett’s ten virtues of self-
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discipline, compassion, responsibility, friendship, work, courage,
perseverance, honesty, loyalty, and faith.462 We strive to improve our
mutual trust, and we work hard to foster the ideals of justice and
unselfishness.463 The essence of true Love is that Love is never simply right
in itself, never static, but always and forevermore has an eye and a hug
pressing beyond the present moment, pressing towards the loved one’s
greater joy and more wholesome and secure life. In Love and because of
Love, our heart is always outside of time and down the road of life.

Just as God does with us. And God will take us home.

For the Christian, Love is a living and selfless concern of the heart for
others and for God, with one eye on the loved one and the other eye looking
ahead toward the future and down the concourse of the life of the loved one.
God Loves us. We Love God. Love is not static. Oh, the concern | have for
those | Love flows from the farthest depths of my heart, and | bask in the
Love they have for me. Each day the Love | have is new and fresh, and each
day I enjoy and bask afresh in the Love others give to me.

4. Our Imago Dei—Our Ability to Relate to God & Others

Our Imago Dei consists of our natural likeness to God in some elements
of our nature, most certainly in our personhood, in our personableness, in
our inter-personal abilities, and in our abilities to have relationships that
have depth on a moral plane and on the eternal plane of our lives. Augustus
Strong said,

Man was created a personal being, and was by this personality distinguished

from the brute. By personality we mean the twofold power to know self as
related to the world and to God, and to determine self in view of moral ends....
This natural likeness to God is inalienable.464

We know each other and can know God solely because of our being made
in the Image of God. God is the source of our genuine relationships, the
source of our greatest treasures of Love in our family, among our friends,
and with God Himself.

This ability to Love and to relate to God and others brings to each of us
the greatest treasures and deepest sorrows of life. St. Bernard said,

462 William J. Bennett, The Book of Virtues: A Treasury of Great Moral Stories (Simon
& Schuster, 1993). See Milton Rokeach’s Beliefs, Attitudes and Values (Jossey-Bass, 1968)
where he surveyed and ranked “values” by different groups in the country; herein is a
treasure of cultural insights.

463 Reinhold Niebuhr, Moral Man and Immoral Society (Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1932):
257, “From the perspective of society the highest moral ideal is justice. From the perspective
of the individual the highest ideal is unselfishness.”

464 Augustus Strong, Systematic Theology: 515-16.
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In the being of every man are continents which no Columbus has ever yet
discovered, depths of possible joy or sorrow which no plummet has ever yet
sounded. A whole heaven, a whole hell, may lie within the compass of his
single soul. If we could see the meanest real Christian as he will be in the great
hereafter, we should bow before him as John bowed before the angel in the
Apocalypse, for we should not be able to distinguish him from God.465
The depths of our soul can only be plumbed by God. In our relationships
with each other and with God, we come to know ourselves and we come to
know others as we relate and Love each other. That ability and desire and
need to relate is the essence of our Imago Dei, and the actions of relating are
the manifestation of our Imago Dei. Shakespeare said,
What a piece of work is man! How noble is reason! How infinite the faculty!
In form and moving how express and admirable! In action how like an angel!
In apprehension how like a god!466

Pascal said,

Man is greater than the universe; the universe may crush him, but it does not
know that it crushes him.467
Whiton said,

God is not only the Giver of but the Sharer of my life. My natural powers are
that part of God’s power which is lodged with me in trust to keep and use.468
Indeed, our ability to Love God and others is the quintessence of our Imago
Dei and that essence is manifested in life when we Love God and Love each

other. Life is all about relationships. Nothing else matters much.

In addition to the Christ-Freedom and Shadow of Prayer dynamics, as
two solid cables across this Grand Canyon, we can certainly affirm that our
being made in the Image of God is a superstructure of sorts. Our Imago Dei
will remain somewhat mysterious until we receive our full inheritance, but
we are not without instruction. Our Imago Dei sets us apart from the
animals, to be sure. Yet we come to see our noble calling and what we
should be in the life of Jesus Christ: Jesus and the Father are one, Jesus did
the Father’s will perfectly, Jesus loved His Father and people, and Jesus
always pointed us to the Father. In many ways the criteria of Imago Dei was
set for us in the example of Jesus Christ.

I think this point of concurrence between the North and South Rims of
the Grand Canyon is noteworthy and something to build upon in these
struggles. We all recognize that only Jesus Christ is “the radiance of God’s
glory and the exact representation of His being” (Heb. 1:3). We are to be

465 Strong, Systematic Theology: 515.

466 Strong, Systematic Theology: 515, from Hamlet 2:2.

467 Strong, Systematic Theology: 515.

468 Strong, Systematic Theology: 515, from Gloria Patri: 94, italics mine.
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like Christ, and one day we shall be made like Christ. Christ is our criteria
for our earthly life, and the best is yet to come.

Look at the Grand Canyon now. | am sure we missed something. | do
not know what. But the evening cool seems to rest me. Did you know that
no two days are alike on the South Rim of the Grand Canyon?

Furthermore, we were not merely created. Let’s reinforce this. Far from
the rest of God’s great and good creation, we were the climax of God’s
creation. And the best of life is not even in what the eye can see, but in what
the heart can feel and what the soul can experience. Erickson said:

The image itself is that set of qualities that are required for these relationships
and this function to take place. They are those qualities of God which, reflected
in human beings, make worship, personal interaction, and work possible.469
What we know and experience in the very best of life springs from our soul
and from the treasure of hearts, springs from the essence of who we are as
human beings made in God’s Image.
The image is something in the very nature of humans, in the way in which they
were made. It refers to something a human is rather than something a human
has or does. By virtue of being human, one is in the image of God....
[Our image enables] the fulfillment of destiny. The image is the powers of
personality that make humans, like God, beings capable of interacting with
others, of thinking and reflecting, and of willing freely.470
In the Image of God, we have a destiny and know we have a destiny.
The human was intended to know, Love, and obey God, and live in harmony
with other humans... Humans are most fully human when they are active in

these relationships and performing this function, fulfilling their telos,47* God’s
purpose for them.472

469 Millard Erickson, Christian Theology: 518, “the image of God is what makes humans
human.” Erickson outlines the historical views under the Substantive, in that our bodily
makeup (as with Mormon doctrine) or in some aspect of our psychology or spiritual makeup
(as in our ability to reason abstractly as in Platonism or empirically investigate as in
Thomistic-Aristotelianism), the Relational in that it is the act of relating (Brunner, Man in
Revolt; in Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics Vol. 3:1, and seen in the vertical relation to God
and horizontal relation with each other), the Functional in our charged dominion (Leonard
Verduin, Somewhat Less Than God). Erickson indicates that our image is not merely
substantive, relational or functional (530-531); concluding, the image of God in us is
universal, not lost in sin, no degrees from one to another, and is indeed substantive “the very
nature of humans,” and entails human destiny in general (532).

470 Millard Erickson, Christian Theology: 532.

471 Telos is the end for which something is made.

472 Millard Erickson, Christian Theology: 532-33.
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The essence of our Imago Dei is in our ability to Love and serve God and to
Love one another, and the manifestation of our Imago Dei is in the Love
that we share and cherish and nurture. Indeed, the Love between us on
earth, and the Love between us and God, become the most treasured parts of
life itself. God is the source of our genuine relationships.

The highest manifestation of our Imago Dei is seen in Love for another
person and Love for God in view of heaven to come. In such Love, in view
of heaven, we connect our own eternal life with God’s life, the God who is
Love. In many and mysterious ways we share God’s own eternal Love, and
as such we are then exhibiting the best of our Imago Dei.

We have been given the ability to share God’s own Love.

Let me say it like this. The ability to Love is the quintessence of our Imago
Dei, and the Love that we experience and share is the manifestation and
greatest treasure of our Imago Dei (as cloudy as that manifestation is this
side of heaven). By virtue of our new freedom in Christ and in our ability to
pray, we exhibit the highest manifestations of our Imago Dei this side of
heaven—Loving God with all of our hearts and loving others as our selves.

And the best is yet to come.

Whether it is in digging deeper into Classical Theism’s meanings or
giving more credence to Open Theism or some other doctrinal development,
we cannot deny the issue of genuineness in our living relationship with
God—the First Doctrine in the theology of God. These issues of
genuineness allow God Himself to have a degree of freshness today that He
did not have with me 1,000 years ago, simply because I in my own fullness
was not there 1,000 years ago.

Ethically speaking, the highest exhibition of our Imago Dei is in our
stewardship of time this side of heaven. The treasures of our hearts cannot
lie; what we truly Love dictates how we will spend our time. This
stewardship of time is our ability to think ahead and responsibly make
decisions that affect the future (and we will be accountable).473 This side of
heaven, our stewardship of time is just a mere exhibition of our being made
in God’s Image, just the evidence that we have a capacity similar to God’s
ability to look and plan ahead, similar to God’s ability to make choices in
real time. Our stewardship of time is another certain exhibition and
evidence of our Image of God, our Imago Dei.

The glory of being made in God’s Image, the highest manifestation of
being bearers of God’s Image is precisely in our ability to Love God and
others and in our ability to receive Love from God and others.

473 Seen in my book Would You Lie to Save a Life? (st books, 2003) on ethics: see
chapter 13.B: Scarlet Thread Through “Time,” Our Imago Dei, Christ the Criterion.
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Our very ability to relate with less dysfunction is what will be made
complete when this perishable puts on the imperishable. It will not be mere
knowledge that will be made complete in heaven. Not at all. | will have no
bad breath in heaven while speaking to Christ or Abraham or my loved ones
who have gone on before me—mno physical, psychological or spiritual bad
breath at all. All of my own pesky dysfunctions (and yours too) will be
transformed when we shall put on our imperishability and immortality.
Because of Christ’s work, we will be made like Him. Then, in heaven, we
will be able to fully and more freely relate to God—ijust as Christ is doing
right now.

<=
5. Our Imago Dei—Our Love the Mere Image of God’s Love

If that is true for you and me (mere images of God), how much more
true is it for God? God’s Love is no less and no less fresh day by day than
our own.

Love is most important, the most crucial ingredient of our Christian life
and of life itself, for we have been plainly, forcefully, even redundantly told
that we cannot Love God or know the Love of God unless we know a true
Love for our brothers and sisters.474 The Love that we share in our families
and among ourselves is like the Love of God, day-to-day dynamic and fresh
and moving, ever welling up in our hearts and seeking new ways to nurture
the loved one.4”s God could not have been clearer. Just as we experience
something fresh each day, God experiences something fresh and even more
profoundly fresh in His great Love for us each and every day.

The biblical nature of Love is that of an ongoing flow of concern from
our heart to another. The flow of Love from one person’s heart toward
another person (friend or foe) is in a way unilateral—first—yet, longing in
Love, we hope and will take great joy should the loved one respond in
Love. Nevertheless, once the underground fountain of everlasting Love has
commenced, there is no end, no turning off of the spigot, no quenching of
the spirit of Love’s flow. You see, Love will endure.476

That is the gospel, the good news. God first loved us.

474 1 John 2:9-11 3:11-24, 4:7-21; yet all of 1 John is an exposition on Love as the most
significant result of one’s salvation, even the chief evidence of one’s eternal security.

475 The articulate and staunch Calvinist Boettner defends the doctrine of perseverance of
the saints (Reformed Doctrine of Predestination: 182-201) as integral to election and limited
atonement, and he notes how the Love of God is what draws us irresistibly to Himself (and
this goes against some of the freedom we defend later—we are not Calvinist): yet even the
mighty Boettner waxes near poetic and even quotes Charles Hodge in the subtle dynamism
of Love’s workings, for (Boettner, 186, quoting Hodge’s Systematic Theology, 3:112).

476 1 Corinthians 13.

252



Heart of the Living God

Our loving lives among ourselves and with God entail some give and
take in mutual Love and concern, and our Love shall be consummated and
made perfect in heaven. In heaven, we shall Love as God does in a
perfected freedom and righteousness and peace, and that Love between all
of us will be the best part of heaven inside of God’s great light and life.

What we know down here of Love, on this side of heaven, is simply the
cloudy side, for we have been made in the Image of God. Yet we have a
heart-warming faith and hope that one day we shall be made like Him.
When the clouds are cleared from this earthly pale, we shall then begin to
Love as God does now and Love with a living and ongoing fresh concern
from the depths of our heart towards every precious heart, day to day,
millennia to millennia, and forevermore.

e

6. Our Imago Dei—ADbility to have Awe in Loving Relationships

On the edge of the Grand Canyon, in view of all the splendor, the
natural beauty of it all—what is it that makes me stand in awe in the first
place? | am so small, so insignificant. What is the 100-mile-long Grand
Canyon compared to the Milky Way galaxy that is about over 250,000 light
years across?

Less than a century ago astronomers knew ... the Milky Way, which they
believed held about 100 million stars. Then observers discovered that some of
the fuzzy globs in the sky weren’t in our galaxy, but were galaxies in their own
right.... Today we know that the Milky Way contains 100 billion stars and that
there are some 100 billion galaxies in the universe.477

When thought of, the Grand Canyon is hardly a scratch compared to our
solar system and less than that compared to the Milky Way galaxy.
Likewise, when thought of, the Milky Way galaxy is barely a grain of sand
in the ocean of the universe full of greater galaxies—over 100 billion! we
are told. 1 know someone must be called to count them, but I am sure glad |
can just enjoy the night sky.478

477 Ron Cowen, “Discovering the First Galaxies,” National Geographic (2-2003): 10.

478 | have a question, too, but | want to preface the question with a statement of my
unqualified allegiance to the Bible as truth. What does it mean that Abraham’s descendents
will be as the stars of the sky (Gen. 15:5, 22:17, 26:4—three times!; and to Moses in EX.
32:13 God affirmed again that the starry promise was not only to Abraham, but to Isaac and
Jacob too), when 100 billion actual observable galaxies with each galaxy containing from 1-
100 billion stars each (like our Milky Way galaxy), rounded to 50 billion stars in each
galaxy, would equal around 5,000 billion persons? What does that mean? Perhaps only what
the naked eye can see, but then the observable number has been reached. If not, how can
Christ’s return be imminent when we have not even approached a tenth of the known
minimum of heavenly stars in the combined number of persons since Adam? | kind of hope it
does not mean that we will have to wait until there have been over 500 billion earthly souls
[Footnote continued on the next page ... do enjoy]
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Compared to the ever-expanding universe and billions of galaxies, our
own Milky Way is not much, and the Grand Canyon much less. In
perspective, then, and in perfect accord with Classical Theism, | am really
nothing—when you think about it, when you cogitate upon it.

I cannot explain the grandeur of the Grand Canyon. | cannot fully
explain the splendor. In fact, it is the very nature of the words themselves—
grandeur and splendor—that are beyond full definition. | believe that my
abilities to sense and to feel grandeur and splendor are part of my Imago
Dei, the Image of God that God granted to me. When God made me in His
own Image, God Himself granted to me the ability to have wonder and awe
and granted to me the ability to sense grandeur and splendor at His very
own good creation (that He Himself took pleasure in making: “good,” God
said). The greatest of all, in making you and me in His Image, God granted
to us the higher honor of sensing grandeur and splendor in a real
relationship with another person—indeed, as well as with Him too.

The highest function of being made in the Image of God is our ability to
Love. And if we do not Love one another, then we cannot Love God.

As we have noted, one of the highest expressions of our Imago Dei is in
our own stewardship of time;479 so too here. My ability to sense and feel
grandeur and splendor on the South Rim of the Grand Canyon is part of my
ability to sense and appreciate life in a spontaneous moment-to-moment
sense of awe. But my sense of awe and splendor on the edge of the Grand
Canyon does not compare to the grandeur of child’s hug.

The splendor of the Grand Canyon pales in comparison to the
fellowship and loyalty and Love | share in family and friendship. My
decades-old long-standing friendships are like refined gold, ever
appreciating in value. Let me explain the higher parts of my being made in
the Image of God, the best parts of my Imago Dei.

I Love this stuff. Don’t you?

Pick up another rock. Throw the rock far. You cannot hear the rock fall.
On the edge, the Grand Canyon has no perceivable bottom or limit. Wow.

The Grand Canyon of God’s genuine real-time loving concern has no
limit. Isn’t God good? ... He is alive! Let me relate ... share ... cuddle this
further. There is no comparison to the grandeur and sense of awe-struck
pride that a mother and father have in their hearts ... than when their own

born and saved before God brings us all home. Even 50 billion would push the return of
Christ ahead another decade or two. What do you think, and | would Love for anyone to send
me the best biblical references that give the best biblical answer to this inside of the belief of
the imminency of Christ’s return: www.preciousheart.net.

479 See my ethics book, Would You Lie to Save a Life? at www.preciousheart.net/ethics.
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teenager comes of age. When a person is sick and their pastor visits. When
you are stranded and scared, and a strong and good person comes to help—
most especially if it is a friend. The best of life, this side of heaven, is
within the bonds of a good and long-standing relationship, which is God’s
gift to us in our Imago Dei—our ability to Love one another, parent to child,
child to parent, friend to friend, heart to precious heart.

The ties that bind us together in Love and fellowship are invisible and
more precious than the finest gems. Who in the history of the world does
not know this? That is the difference between us and the animals. We have
been created in the Image of God, and what we share in our Imago Dei
among ourselves is the very quintessence of God Himself—Love.

How can God have been clearer? The best that we share with each
other in Love—in all of our childish dysfunctions—is but the Image of God
and the cloudy dark side. And God as creator God and The Source of our
measly image is the greater and more genuine side of the relationship. The
freshness | experience each day in the invisible bonds of Love is nothing
compared to what God experiences in freshness, because He is God and the
more genuine side—the Father, Abba.

What | share with my family and my best friends, | also have been
divinely empowered to share with God by His own resurrection power.
What | experience as genuine and heart-warming with family and friends, |
can also experience in a greater measure with my heavenly Father. | have
been made in the Image of God, and the genuineness of my relationships
with others is just a very small token to the experience God Himself has
with me.

Let me say this in yet another way for the backward-pushing mule
herders. Polar opposite and so very contrary to Bruce Ware’s soggy effigy,
precisely what | experience in a genuine relationship with my family and
friends here on earth is just a small measure of the genuine relationship God
feels for me. Now read the Gospel of John, I John, and Psalms 23 and
139.480 To help me along, God gave us a great revelation of Himself. God
enjoys my coming to Him in my closet. As tough and dysfunctional as this
life is, this life is just the dark side of what is to come. And the new shall
replace the old as the old is consumed with fire.

Can it get any clearer?

I cannot fully explain the grandeur and splendor of the Grand Canyon,
much less the splendor of friendship, and much, much less the splendor of
my relationship with my heavenly Father. That is just my side, my own
cloudy side. I sure cannot explain the splendor God Himself feels for me.
What | do know is that God does feel some splendor and does have pleasure

480 Please, in this light, now read the Gospel of John, I John, and Psalms 23 & 139.
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in me, even when | am contrite—heck—even when | am a prodigal. That is
the New Testament message, blaring like a news broadcast. That is

The Good News,

the evangelical message of the church, that “God so loved the world.” T
cannot fully explain all of God’s feelings in a full contrast with my feelings,
because | am the child and He is the Father. And from the father-son picture
in the story of the prodigal son, we can and should infer much, even
volumes, for that was the high purpose of the story of the prodigal son.4s1

Indeed, I cannot explain all of God’s thoughts and feelings, as high and
father-like as they are. Furthermore, my earthly and fatiguing cogitations of
explaining actually distract from the splendor itself, distract from the Love
itself. My cogitation moves me somewhat to the left of my focus upon my
enjoyment of God’s Love in the moment. There is no great demand to
explain God’s feelings in the first place, except when we are called to
defend the gospel against the doubt fostered by the pagan perceptions of a
sterile Eternal Now (so prevalent in Classical Theism).

Truly ... T fully believe, one cannot fully explain the grandeur and
splendor of the Grand Canyon, the Milky Way Galaxy, or the greatest of all
in that splendorous sense of belonging and gentle affection and warmth of
Love in a family hug or in a best friend’s handshake.

Who can? The person who thinks they can, | dare say, has not truly
known the inexpressible treasure and splendor of Love. Truly, the attempt to
explain distracts from the grandeur and splendor itself. Remarkably, the
more one turns to the exercise of explaining—there and then—the more one
must turn from the enjoyment of the splendor.

This does not take away from psychology and work done in exploring
and explaining the nature of relationships. This does not deny the value of
learning from the consequences of failed relationships. This does not
demean the value of helping each other to communicate and appreciate that
friendship is good to the body and the soul and the community—not in the
least. This is merely a statement of the obvious.

When we do attempt to explain, we must turn away from the splendor—
just for a moment—in order to create words. After writing our words, we
can then return to the genuine give-and-take enjoyment of the splendor of a
loving relationship. We need to work on increasing and enhancing our
ability to relate to others. Learning how to win friends and influence people

481 On top is the New Testament, though we could footnote volumes of Christian and
secular views of the nature and nurture of family bonds, and at www.preciousheart.net there
are several sets of bibliographies on pastoral skills, crisis, grief, listening, and divorce.
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is hard work.482 Perhaps | need a refresher course t0o.483 Certainly the
Classical Theists do.

This world would not need wars if everyone was willing to share Love.
We could go far in world peace if everyone who knows of the splendor of
friendship and the wonder of a child’s hug could realize that such splendor
was possible between their enemies and foreign neighbors as well as among
their own kind. I read the biography of Jacques-Yves Cousteau many years
ago, and | apologize that | cannot remember the precise book.484 In that
biography, Cousteau offered a means to world peace through a global child
exchange program. Every child would be required to spend one full year in
a foreign country. That is something to think about.

More so, if we all truly knew how to take active steps in bridge
building, where could we go?

N

7. Our Imago Dei—Our Love Transcends Time like God’s Love

A selfless Love nurtures a growing product, and that nurturing has a
dedicated focus beyond the present moment in time. One of the best parts of
Love is how it presses us beyond the present moment. Love is really not
much if it only dwells in the present, for the best of Love’s essence always
reaches from the present towards the future in nurture, in endurance, and in
hope. Jimmy Carter wisely observed,

The future is sometimes fearsome, and I haven’t even spoken of the inevitable,
devastating changes when friends and family are parted by death. Only the
certainty of God’s Love can ultimately overcome the uncertainties of this
earthly life.485

Love has a triune quality where all at once Love knows the past, has a warm
concern in the very present and ongoing moment, and also our Love is
focused into the near and distant future of the Loved one. Love transcends
our experience of time as we Love others. Our Love for others impels us to
transcend time itself, much like God does in His Love for us.

482 Dale Carnegie, How to Win Friends and Influence People (NY: Pocket, 1964).

483 By the way, my doctoral dissertation is on Empathic Helping Skills, and you can see
it online at my web site www.preciousheart.net with several good bibliographies on helping
skills. I have really tried to learn how to listen. As a former Classical Theist, it was very hard
to do. Sincerely.

484 perhaps it was: Jacques Cousteau and Alexis Sivirine, Jacques Cousteau's Calypso
(NY: H. N. Abrams, 1983; 192p.); see also Roger Cans, Cousteau, “Captain Planet”:
Biographie. (Paris: Sang de la terre, 1997; 296p.); Richard Munson, Cousteau, the Captain
and His World. (1st ed. NY: W. Morrow, 1989; 316p.); Bernard Violet, Cousteau: Une
Biographie (Paris: Fayard, 1993; 318p.).

485 Jimmy Carter, Source of Strength: Meditations on Scripture for a Living Faith (NY:
Random House, 1997): 192.
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We never do a loving deed that is outside of our considerations of the
loved one’s entire life—past, present, and future. Therein and in Love, we
transcend time in many ways like God who knows our history, our present,
and has a destiny for us. Our Love impels us to constantly look for the best
in our loved ones as we are constantly looking at that loved one’s entire life.
Ever so delicately, our Love obsesses and presses these three dimensions all
at once or individually, seeking God, nurturing family and friends, desiring
to affect the world, and even seeking our own growth in Christian holiness,
wholeness, social ability, and so much more.

8. Our Imago Dei—Treasuring the Moment of Love

Treasuring the Moment of Love is the best part of a relationship. The
best part is not the description or even the photograph or parable. The best
part is the moment-to-moment enjoyment of the loved one’s presence—the
very ability to treasure the moment of Love as the present unfolds. Yes, that
treasuring-of-the-moment includes at the same time a culling from the past
and a focus upon the immediate and long-range future. But all of us who
have known Love, know that Love is more than mere knowledge and more
than mere fuzzy feeling in our chest. We all know that the most precious
treasure of Love is how our whole person is consumed in the present
moment with such a possession of soul that, though the past and future are
there as concerns, it is the present moment itself (like me and you here
today) that is the highest treasure of Love in life.

When Jesus said that wherever two or three are gathered in my name,
there | am in the midst, that presence of Jesus is made a spiritual reality
when His Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are His children. We
are His body. And we are members one of another.

Our sense of presence of each other and our sense of God’s presence are
truly but the downside of what God experiences of us. Indeed, I am
supposed to Love God more than my family. My feeling of treasure in
Love—as the image of God—reveals that God treasures us too, as He is a
Father and as Jesus is my brother and friend. That is good news. God’s
present and real-time enjoyment of me is not any less than what | have for a
friend or family, but God’s enjoyment of me is greater than I have for any
friend or family, more lively, real, genuine, and unique moment to moment
(so very contrary to the static and settled God of Classical Theism).
Whatever | understand about my own treasure of family Love and dear
friendship is so much more shallow than what God has for me, precisely
because | am the child and He is the Father and because | am the image and
He is the Image-Maker and Christ the exact Image of the Father.
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Let me say that again. God’s Love and enjoyment of me is not any less
than what | have for my family or my friend, not in the least, but God’s
enjoyment of me is greater than any affectionate enjoyment | have for my
family or my friend. That is so because | am the mere Image of God (and |
am not God), and that is so because | am but the child. My inability to
understand the full nature of God’s real-time enjoyment of me is simply the
result of my being the child in my relationship to Him.

What is most important—remember these words—what is most
important is that our measly attempts at explanation do not degrade the
degree of splendor or the reality of the splendor. The splendor of our
invisible Love for each other and the grandeur of our relational ties that bind
us to each other are God’s gift to us, our Imago Dei. And God wants me—
made in His Image as | am—to relate to Him too, more so than even with
my own family and friends. Those are the words of Christ, for God'’s sake,
and we should pay heed to them. Of course, this is only possible through the
divinely empowered resurrection freedom | have in Christ, a freedom that
allows boldness in prayer inside of the very throne room of God the Father.

There is a Love among those outside of the Christian faith as well, as
we have all share the essential elements of being made in God’s Image; our
Imago Dei is a human gift. Yet we also must understand that the highest
experience of Love in our Imago Dei can only come within a relationship
with God, only after being born again, only after becoming a true child of
God. For there are spiritual elements and connections that can only be seen
and felt inside of the fellowship of the saints. To truly know the best of
Love this side of heaven, one must be birthed from heaven and maintain a
somewhat healthy heavenly citizenship, that is being a good son or daughter
of our heavenly Father. And the best is yet to come.

Let us not be confused. Whatever | experience of genuineness in my
loving relationships this side of heaven pales in comparison to the
genuineness that God Himself experiences with me, toward me, about me—
as His thoughts do outnumber the sand on the seashore. Fresh each and
every second. God enjoys me right now in a fashion He did not yesterday,
and so much more today than 1,000 years ago.

Here is precisely where Bruce Ware actually degrades our own human
relationships in his soggy effigy of us humans as information-exchange
units, as the dynamism becomes confused with computer chips buzzing out
binary code (some faster than others).486

486 Even so, even in the degradation, Bruce Ware, God’s Lesser Glory, is above most
Classical Theists, for at least he tries to deal with genuineness (unlike Frame and many
others). This should make other Classical Theists burn the night oil, though I suspect not.
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When the father comes home, the father knows the two-year-old child
will be glad to see him. That is foreknowledge.487 When the child is scared,
the father knows the two-year-old will cry, “Daddy!” That is
foreknowledge. There is nothing new that the child can inform the father
about, nothing of intention or of knowledge. Whatever and however God
may know of the next 1,000 years—so what? The extent of God’s
exhaustive foreknowledge beyond the next five seconds is not the most
important part of our relationship with God.

Whatever God foreknows—even in exhaustive-settled or in dynamic
foreknowledge—Iet us not degrade God out of the freshness in His own
experience. Let us not degrade God out of a freshness that comes today in a
fashion that the freshness did not come to God 1,000 years ago. The greatest
part of human life is Love—our Imago Dei in experience—is but the mere
Image of God’s Love. I treasure my family and friends’ Love today, and
that is the greatest treasure in life. That Love is no less with God.

What is the most substantial part of our genuine relationship in our
Imago Dei? What is it to be made in the Image of God? Our very ability to
Love itself and our ability to treasure genuinely loving relationships is the
most significant part of our Imago Dei. And the very best of any
relationship is not mere information exchange from one person to another as
though the other person were ignorant. It’s blasphemy to say that God has
any less ability than we do. The freshness of our Love day to day is no less
for God.

Bruce Ware in his soggy effigy actually made over humanity in the
likeness of an academic class. In so doing, humanity lost a lot of dignity.
Even my dog Domino has a higher function than that. Compared to
Einstein, my dog is pretty dumb, dumb
intellectually. But my dog can relate ... probably
better than Einstein. Sure, you could say there
was some information exchange, but tell that to
Domino. | know Domino, and he really and truly
does not care about information; all he cares
about in this world are hugs and attention. Just
look at the guy. All he wants is to be in the in-
crowd. Amazingly, Domino does not even care
about food like normal dogs. | feed him once a
day. At the end of the day, you can set his bowl & &)
out, and then call him and he will come for a hug |Domino can relate
and leave his bowl behind. Listen, all Domino

487 For the negatively inclined Classical Theist—grimace, boo-hoo—I am not saying this
is just like God’s foreknowledge. Stay focused, Ok?
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wants is to be in your face getting scratched behind the ear.

Domino’s presence is great. | Love my dog, sure | do. But that Love
is—I must admit (sorry Domino)—several layers removed from the Love |
have for my family and friends. So too the presence.

Do you understand the difference between information exchange, on the
one hand, and on the other hand, a true relationship between people where
the splendorous treasure of presence is more important than information
exchange? Of course not. We try to explain it and have thousands of
illustrations. Even the splendor of the Grand Canyon or even the splendor of
my fellowship with Domino (the can-relate-dog) cannot be explained fully,
and both of those pale to my Love for you and my family.

You understand the point of inserting Domino above, my good dog.
Domino can relate. You know that. Let me pretend to insert a picture of me
and my __?_,oryouandyour __?_ .l would like to share many pictures
here, but | believe words will do far better as they can allow your
imagination to carry your own feelings of worth higher than any picture can
portray (my vacation pictures are precious to me, but they may put you to
sleep). Oh, the sweetness of a good human relationship in family or in a
trusted-good-best friend has so little to do with information as much as that
sweet, sweet treasure has to do with one eye wink of acknowledgement by
the loved one—that, oh, that cherished preciousness of your presence.

It is the smile. The attitude of gratitude. The respite of respect. The calm
of compassion. The held hand. The lingering hug-snug. The Love.

That is why a hug is better than a book to the soul—especially in pain.

A doctor can set a bone, but only a mother can calm a fear.

Let me explain. | know how hard this is, especially for the Classical
Theist—so hard of head with a thousand years of cud and a persisting pagan
inheritance of a stale Tenseless Sense (or whatever). | know, because | used
to push mules backward too. It is very hard to push mules backwards.

So let me explain.

When a father (or mother) holds a child in his lap, looking into the
child’s eyes, the child makes a pretense of communication while the father
looks past the communication to the heart of the child—as our heavenly
Father does in His divine sovereignty.48 God may even be looking in
exhaustive dynamic foreknowledge, but that is not as biblically clear as
God’s genuine real-time temporal presence, where God Himself is getting a
real kicker of joy in the present moment that God did not get yesterday.
God’s foreknowledge is not as important as God’s genuine real-time loving

488 Rom 8:26: “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know
what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words
cannot express.” (NIV).
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relationship to each one of us, uniquely individual—the First Doctrine—
because we ourselves cannot fully know the mind of God and because we
can understand fatherhood and motherhood.

The vastly more important and definitive issue is the genuine loving
relationship, in which God truly responds in some degree of spontaneity: the
theological proof of which is that we are made in His Image and the
empirical proof of which is that peace that passes understanding (the divine
hug perhaps). Biblically, the more important issue is the genuineness of
God’s relationship to us—God with us4s9—the First Doctrine indeed in the
theology of God. Our earthly relationships are but poor imitations, as rich
and treasured as they are, but mere imitations of the true quality of
relationship that God Himself experiences. God Himself initiated the
relationship when He created the world, preserved through the fall of Adam
in a great promise, bought back on the Cross, and promised to fulfill with
everlasting life in the return of Christ. We are going home! And one day
God will host a great heavenly feast. Can it get any cleaner or clearer.

Our experience in relationships, as genuine and nurturing and as
precious as they are—these are but small things, the lesser parts of our
being made in God’s Image. The best of all is that our dynamic earthly
relations reveal a portion of how God Himself is lovingly concerned and
how He Himself dynamically relates in all fullness with us now in the
present. Be careful here. That is general view of God to all humankind.
With the household of faith, God’s Love is able to be perceived by the
children themselves in greater measure, as they have been born again and
are spiritually connected. The best part of our own ability to relate to one
another is how God sees us; the downside is that we cannot see from His
own eyes just how genuinely loved and splendorous we are to Him day to
day. All we have is the evidence of our value to Him. The evidence of our
value to Him is called the Cross.

Life is all about relationships.

In the present, God Himself has a genuine relationship with you and me
that has some give and take, a genuineness not based on mere information
exchange. Truly, as Open Theism enlightens, there are a number of
passages where God exchanges information and appears to grow in
knowledge and even repents, but those passages are not the chief passages.
Open Theists like Pinnock and Sanders have illuminated a large number of
biblical passages, and those interpretations have sparked an interest (and
persecution as seen in the appendices). But this dynamic relationship is seen
on nearly every page of the Bible, as in the cherished John 3:16 where God

489 Immanuel, indeed = God is with us: name given to Christ in Matt 1:23, after Isa. 7:14
(7:10-16, 8:8); see footnote 189 for background on Immanuel.
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is the Father and we are the children: “whosoever believeth” has a dynamic
quality or means nothing at all. And if John 3:16 is dynamic, then nearly
every page of the New Testament glows with a God who truly has open
arms. We cannot underestimate the ramifications of this dynamism, this
revelation in the Bible about God’s real-time Love that takes real joy in one
sinner repenting and gets truly sad when one of His creatures curses Him.490

I’m a prison chaplain. One day in about 1999, | was walking toward one
of the buildings to visit with a prisoner. On our general prison population
side, each prisoner has a window by his bed. When going to any building,
any person (employee or prisoner) has to walk within 30 feet of one of those
75 windows in each building. On my way to the building, a prisoner saw me
coming (he knew | was the chaplain, and | did not know him), and | heard
this man holler out from one of the windows, “F__k Jesus.” That was as
profane a remark as | ever heard. | have only heard it once in these last ten
or so years, don’t care to hear it again, and I doubt that I shall ever forget its
ugly profane and pagan tone. | do believe that God Himself felt sad that day
at hearing those words. | just shook my head and did not say a thing. That
prisoner truly did not know what he was saying.

Our God is alive. In creating you and me in His own Image, God gave
up nothing in His ability to experience the best of life and even the worst of
life. God does not lose anything by childish profanity, and He does not lose
anything in His sadness for the lost sinner’s antics. But God is the richer
when | pray, because God truly Loves to hear from me.

Now, let us take this to the next level. | am with you on the South Rim
of the Grand Canyon. Truly, this has been a very good day. Breezy and
lively. You are a good friend.

Honestly, though, instead of you, | wish | could be here with my
deceased sweetheart, Kathy Sue. You know, Kathy Sue and | had talked
about going to the Grand Canyon many times. | lost my Kathy Sue in
August of 2003. | lost my father in 1982, and most of my grandparents
followed him to heaven in the late 1980°s and early 1990’s. I wish we all
could be together today. I wish my father and mother and grandparents
could have met Kathy Sue and had gotten to know and Love her as | did.
She made friends easier than anyone | have ever met, and | have met a lot of
people, a lot of religious people too. | wish we all could be together one
more time and enjoy the Grand Canyon.

You are a good friend. Oh, you too ... Hah? (Let me wipe my eye.)

You have some family and friends that have special places in your heart
too, do you? You have lost some close family and friends in the last ten
years too. I knew it. Even some family more close to you than me? That’s

490 See the introduction section D.1 and whosoever will.
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sad, but great. In fact, now that you have shared that with me, that makes
this moment, this precious moment even more special between you and me.
Yes, that is information exchange—I suppose ... I think? But the
preciousness of the moment is more, is ... is somehow above the mere info-
exchange as well. And when | think about, that glint in your eye, that
strength in your spirit and sensitivity in your soul, | think | saw that loss of
yours in the pain in your face and in how you touched my hand yesterday!
In a mysterious way, | already knew you have had some losses; | just
knew—I just knew with a rock-solid certainty, | tell you—I just knew
yesterday that you were not a virgin to grief, not a foreigner to the gravesite
of a dearly loved family member. | knew yesterday that you have had
experience in the valley of the shadow of death before you had ever told me
so0. | could see that yesterday in your eyes.

Hey ... wait a minute ... did I just experience something of déja vu or
some kind of post-trauma perception of elemental spiritual insight, even
presaging yesterday something that would unfold today?—oh no ... yes,
yes, maybe even a tad little bit yesterday of some kind of elemental
foreknowledge of today, made in God’s own image as I am.491 Yesterday,
could I have actually had known with a degree of confidence that today—in
heart-to-precious-heart exchange—that we would become this close and
that you would reveal to me what | intuitively, spiritually just knew about
you yesterday. | knew yesterday that you had walked through the valley of
death several times, and today you confirmed what | knew yesterday. Even
though | was not thinking hard about you and me yesterday—wherever we
were yesterday—somehow yesterday | just knew we would reach this stage
of our friendship if we continued our journey together.

Oh, truly, that is probably too spiritual to apprehend further. 1 do
sincerely mean that life is precious, and friends and family are treasures
because of something far deeper than mere information. The precious
treasure of life is called Love, running like river, fresh like Spring, and
enduring for the rest of our everlasting loving lives—hey, hey, getting better
all along the way the closer we get to the source of the spring and the closer
we get to the greatest lover of souls—God, the Father, Abba.

Thanks ... here’s a hug. What a wonderful day it has been.

—<<fim<

491 No, | am not claiming divine foreknow, for some so negatively inclined to stretch
things out context, like some of those in the appendices.
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B. God’s Love Is Dynamic ... Alive

1. What Changes for God? Not the Same 1,000 Years Ago as Today
2. Can God’s Perfected Love Grow?

3. What's the Difference Between God’s Foreknowledge & Experience
4. God’s Love Steadfast, Dynamic, Crimson Shades to Infinity

1. What Changes for God? Not Same 1,000 Years Ago as Today

The God of the New Testament has a dynamism in a relationship that
has flux. At a bare minimum, “God’s relationship” is like that of an earthly
Father to a child. This is New Testament theological baby pabulum. Yet
pabulum is still too tough for some to digest. Some are not out of the
preemie ward yet. It is clear in their writings.492 Pabulum is not so much an
analogy as a clear biblical reference to spiritual milk, not so much
derogatory as a New Testament description itself. Babies and small children
are not ashamed of their youth or dependence (struggle with their emotions
and freedom as they do). Only adolescents are ashamed of their youth.

The most important question to ask is not “if God changes.” The most
important question to ask about the First Doctrine about our genuine
relationship with God is “What changes for God in this dynamic loving
relationship?” That is the question.

The question is not whether God’s character changes—it does not. Not
whether God’s righteousness changes—it does not. Not whether God’s
sovereignty changes—it does not. None of those change, not any more than
those change for a good earthly father (for the most part). And | cannot see
God limiting Himself either. True Love uses all its powers to Love—see the
Cross (and somehow respect free will just enough to allow hell a real
flame). Certainly, the most important question is not even the type of
dynamic foreknowledge (or settled493). God knows everything, and the full
nature of how God is related to us is truly beyond us when we move beyond
the pictures He has given.

What God has given should be instructive. God is like the father of the
prodigal son, and God sometimes caters to us as God did to Hezekiah.494

What is the nature of the dynamism then? If we are made in God’s
Image, it is most biblical to infer a degree of genuineness from our human
relations to our relationship with God, as we have been doing here. It
certainly is biblical, for that is precisely what the Bible does.

492 Documented in several areas in the appendices, esp. Classical Theists.

493 You already know what | think about settlement.

494 And Tenseless Sense or Sensless Tense or Senseless Timelessness is not as clear as
Immanuel (see footnote 189: God is with us: name given to Christ in Matt 1:23, after Isa.
7:14). With or without our knowledge or informing us, we hope and have confidence that
God does cater to us like He did to Hezekiah; see appendix 3 on our Hezekiah Letter to
Roger Nicole about his circumventions of the plain sense of the Bible.
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Here is the answer to the question: when | sit across the table from my
father, my mother or my son or daughter, | need no words or information
exchange to enjoy the moment. In fact, my vast (?) understanding about life
(greater for God) allows me to see the child’s innocence and affections with
greater appreciation. The part that grows and changes (or even deteriorates)
with God is called relationship—Ilike it is among us—where joy and
sadness, a tear or a giggle or a sense of warmth passes between us in the
living present (not merely the result of information exchange); that portion
that changes is called Love and communion; true empathy in a heart-to-
heart exchange in real time. “Draw near to God and He will draw near to
you” is the way it is in all relationships.49

So sad that Bruce Ware missed that and John Frame so no need to even
touch it in their massive tomes. Herein is the mystery of life that is at once
simple and profound. | believe the very point of Open Theism and
irrespective of my concerns for other areas of Open Theism.

The real grandeur is that God can relate to me—as the divine Father
that He is—to me as a child in the present and in a fashion that God did not
1,000 years ago. God knew me a 1,000 years ago, certainly, but the degree
of his foreknowledge 1,000 years ago of every rain drop and belly scratch of
today is less important (not impossible and not provable). What is important
is that 1,000 years ago God did not have a genuine relationship with me that
he is having today. Let me repeat: 1,000 years ago God did not have a
genuine relationship with me that he is having today.

Back then, 1,000 years ago, God was having a genuine relationship with
Christians as He is today with you and me. Because God is alive, because
we were made in His Image, because that is precisely what and how God
communicated His relationship to us in the Bible.

Most importantly, precisely because God is greater than us, there are
aspects of genuineness to this real-time loving relationship that are hard for
us understand (cogitate though we will)—just exactly as it is with an earthly
father to his two-year-old child. We cannot expect a two-year-old to fully
appreciate the joy of his father or mother, much less articulate the full
nature of the genuineness. That does not mean the genuineness is not there
or any less responsive and spontaneous and ... well ... give and take. Let’s
remember, God is the author of the genuine relationship, and the
relationship is more genuine to Him than we can perceive, precisely because

495 James 4.8, excepting many Classical Theists who would dumb that down with
philosophy and a pagan inheritance that says, “since God is in all places at all times for all of
time, then God never left”: therein, they missed the message of the verse in a heart-to-heart
warmth. While God’s Love remains steadfast, relationships are dynamic, and God wants our
hearts.
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we are the children and precisely because we carry only the mere Image of
God. Let me put it in bold type for the Classical Theist:

We Love God Because He First Loved Us.

We Love God, because God is Love, and because He Loved us first. We
love because we were created in God’s own Image. The Love and relations
we share on earth are just the downside, just the image of what God has for
us and shares with us. We share Love with God, because we are in a
covenant relationship that in the New Testament became a family
relationship. And the best is yet to come.

Again, just to press and clarify the point, what changes with God in our
real-time loving relationship? The burning in our hearts and all the gushy
stuff—but that is not academic. Hey! That is precisely it! The stuff that
changes is—all of the most important stuff of life—the stuff that changes in
a relationship is beyond most of the academic.

What changes?

It is the word “change” that has been co-opted out of context or
misappropriated for confusing agendas. Let me change the word “change”
to the phrase “real-time appreciation.” To the phrase “joy of fellowship.” To
the phrase “communion in the light of the day’s concerns.” To the phrase
“God longing to be in your presence of mind and heart while you long to be
in His presence.” It is the very affinity with a loved one in the moment, the
good gushy feeling of “oh, yeah, gooood to see you again” that is the
essence and nurture of life. That precise moment is good for God in the very
moment you looked up in contriteness and—the point of all this—good to
God at that very moment toward God in a manner different than one hour
ago when you were a bad boy or girl. That is what “changes” for God.

Hey, the First Doctrine in the theology of God is the genuine loving
relationship that you and | have with God the Father, who also has a good
track record and who—I’m rather proud to say—has also created the world.
It’s a family thing, and some people just struggle.

A failure to grapple with this Love is—to me—a failure to swallow
one’s spiritual milk. Such joy by God in your own devotion to God is the
message of the New Testament. The Good News is that once you were lost,
but now you can be found by God, grafted into a great inheritance and
receive eternal life—eternal life that also grants you the ability to come
before the very throne of God. Once you were bitten by the snake, but all
you have to do is look up at the Cross and all can be forgiven. God Loves
you and me and gets a real kick out of His children crawling up into His lap
and loving Him.

And God gets a kick out your Love and my Love today that He did not
1,000 years ago, precisely because I myself was not there 1,000 years ago:
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because He raised me in the 20th century, because | was made in His Image,
because | am the child, and because He Himself experiences the more
genuine side of the relationship.

That is profound and rich. God is Love and God Loves you and me, but
best of all, because you and | are made in His Image, we can Love God.
Love is part of God’s nature, and in our Imago Dei we share with each other
(and with God) God’s very ability to Love in real time.

Likewise, and sadly, God gets upset when some just want to stay in the
play pen and refuse their spiritual milk. It is not good for a baby to refuse
milk. Babies need milk. Such refusals sometimes tax the patience of earthly
parents.

The Grand Canyon is so large. You really feel your humanity, your
humanness when you stand on the edge of the South Rim and look into the
distance at the expansive valleys and the grand wall of the North Rim some
10-20 miles away and 1,000 feet higher. It is so good to share these
moments with you. It is so good to be here today with you. Look at the
sunset. Shall we skip along the path hand in hand. Like little children.
What a good friend you are. Here ... give me a hug.

Even the word “spontaneous” is cheap here. A degree of spontaneity is
the nature and nurture of life—made in the Image of God as we are. The
very best of life is in the spontaneous nurture of a good loving relationship,
and it is blasphemous to say such nurture is any less for God. And
furthermore, the best of life will just get better in the eternal life to come.

Here are a few more examples of the good stuff of life. A longtime
friend, whom you thought had died, meets you for dinner. The momentary
infatuation of man for a woman that actually runs deeper than the libido.
The child who comes of age and says, “Thanks Dad, thanks Mom ... for
standing beside all these years.” At those moments, far beyond all mere
information exchange, there is a communion between father and son,
mother and son, even father and mother, a real-time communion that comes
in the spontaneity of the moment, but that also transcends that moment at
the same time. That living and loving moment is the essence of our Imago
Dei. Love in living that is also everlasting.

Broken down, it is the heart-to-precious-heart joy of presence.

Broken down, it is Love and the essence of 1 Corinthians 13.

Whatever God knew of me 1,000 years ago, God has today a real-time
relationship with me that God did not have with me 1,000 years ago.
Because | was not born then—though he knew me—it was not until 1 was
born again by His own spirit and set free by His own divine resurrection
power that | could (in the present) have a relationship with Him. That is, it
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was not until now, after | was born again—not until now that I myself could
have a relationship with Him that | myself could not have with Him 1,000
years ago.

Don’t stand on the handrail! What were you thinking? Don’t stand on
the handrail on the edge of the Grand Canyon. Anything could knock you
over. Be careful! This is important. Don’t be mistaken about this or make
light of it. And it is important to me, because | care for you!

Though God knew me before | was born, since | myself was not present
1,000 years ago, | myself could not have a full relationship with God back
then.4% | myself am certainly not an Eternal Now. Without me being there
in fullness—back then—God could not have had any kind of real
relationship with me 1,000 years ago. No matter—no matter what He knew
back then, one thing is certain—T” was not there, and “I” was not awake.

Because | am created in His Image, because | am His child, and best of
all because of His own resurrection power and promise and revelation, | do
have a relationship with Him now that even He did not have with me 1,000
years ago. Redundant, you might say, but that kicks Classical Theism.

Best of all. Because | am created in His Image and am His child and
because of His own resurrection power and promise, the best is yet to come
as | grow into God and even pass from this world into heaven.

Bruce Ware and others lambaste and deride the concept of God growing
in our relationship with Him. That God growing could be reframed, as we
have been trying to redundantly clarify. There is certainly a distinction in
my relationship between God 1,000 years ago and today—because God
Himself has given us many pictures in the New Testament, has given us a
freedom in Christ, and has asked us to pray. The Bible is clear about our
genuine ability to relate to God and God’s ability to relate to us. Ware and
others will lambaste growth in God, but will they clarify the genuineness
they claim inside of the settlement in foreknowledge they defend?

Furthermore, if the best in our loving lives is in our Love for each other
day to day, let us not diminish or degrade God below our own level, for we
are but the mere Image of God, the mere Image of our Heavenly Father. The
image does not have an experience more genuineness than the original
Image-Maker. Contrary to Ware and Frame, we are the children of God, and
our humanity has dignity and a reality that is greater than the puppet on the
string of meticulous sovereignty or of a settled foreknowledge.

496 Heck, | cannot even have a full relationship with God in the present, because | am
still so child-like in so many ways, waiting for my inheritance and hoping for heaven.
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29 ¢

Are there better words than “change,” “spontaneity” and “grow” that
describe the wonder of what happens between two earthly people made in
the Image of God? Are there better words to describe how that wonderful
treasure-gift of a loving relationship makes sense of our real-time
relationship with God? Sure. How about Dynamic? How about Confidence?
How about Trust? How about mother-and-father-like concern? How about
Nurture? How about Love? How about faith, hope, and Love?

Ask all the Classical Theists to fit these into exhaustive-settled
foreknowledge and into meticulous sovereignty and translate them into a
genuine relationship in the present. It is time they try. | feel sorry for the
Classical Theists that have missed that in life.497

In a two-year-old childlike understanding, some Classical Theists (like
Ware above) might claim that there are no spontaneous or truly responsive
aspects, but that is just like a child rebelling in the lap of the father. Be
assured that our heavenly Father thinks that is OK, even normal for a two-
year-old child, confident that one day he (or she) will grow up. Here, this is
the meaning of Ephesians 4:1-24. Two-year-olds do that, you know,
challenge all sorts of things they don’t understand and cannot grasp. That is
just the nature of a two-year-old, especially with regard to the higher parts
of life and living. They are just beginning to learn how to relate.

Whatever there be of foreknowledge, settled or dynamic, there is the
First Doctrine in the theology of God about our genuine, loving, and real-
time relationship between God and us, with all of the wonder and simplicity
therein. That relationship with God is uniquely mine and yours in the
present. And this relationship is genuine for me and you—real and alive
between us and God—in a fashion that it was not for God 1,000 years ago.
Even though God knew me then, God has some fresh experiences of me
today, because He raised me in Christ just a few years ago and because He
has the more genuine side of the relationship. God sacrificed nothing of His
sovereignty when He made me in His Image and granted to me some of His
own ability to Love and experience Love.

What | experience in fresh Love each day is but the image of His great
Love for me. That Love that God has for me is truly a Grand Canyon of
genuine real-time concern, each day fresh and rich. Magnificent. Beyond all
that we can know this side of heaven.

497 Most have not really missed it, being loving parents and good Christians themselves,
they just live this way while writing that it is not so in the ultimate scheme of things. That
pagan heritage is so persistent, isn’t it? From all appearances, many Classical Theists live as
though the future is indeed somewhat open in the genuineness with God they live for.

270



Heart of the Living God

2. Can God’s Perfected Love Grow?

One might ask, “Since God certainly does not experience hope or need
nurture as we do, how is our relationship with Him truly a mutual
relationship?” That’s a good question that, after the above, only a child
might persist in asking. Some children can be so stubborn. And we do want
to cater to everyone, and it is a question of concern. Since God is Love and
perfected in Love, can God grow in Love?

And therein is another valley in the Grand Canyon, deep and long.

Remember, we are the children. While God is Love and perfected in
Love, and precisely because God is Love and we are made in His Image,
therein is the highest element of our relationship with God. Because Love is
dynamic between us here on earth, that is how we know Love is dynamic
with God and from God to us. Love’s dynamism that we know here is but
the shadow side of God'’s experience, to us the cloudy side of heaven.

How then do we know that God is perfected in Love and can still grow?
Because we are made in God’s Image, and our ability is but the small
reflection of God’s greater ability to Love. Because God is the Father and
we are the children. That is the picture given to us in the New Testament.
We are His family. In many ways, God’s Love is like pure gold is to us here
on earth. Just as a father and mother can say | Love you all the same, so too
with God. Love has the ability to hold on forever and never change or
diminish, and yet Love has a richness that allows its golden value to
appreciate forever. Because Love is dynamic and spreads like light in all of
our loving families and loving friendships, made in His Image as we are, we
know that God has the greater ability and more profound experience of
dynamic Love. God is Love and is the Father, and we are the children. God
has the more genuine side of our loving relationships.

Does God have hope? Like the father of the prodigal. Like the husband
of the bridegroom. It cannot be clearer. God through Jesus made it clear!

Though | am inclined to believe in dynamic exhaustive foreknowledge,
I certainly cannot fully explain it,4% and I certainly cannot know all of what
God knows (even exhaustive is too small). Not just me, but anyone goes
against the New Testament and the nature of our relationship with God, as
God Himself has revealed, when he says that such exhaustive-settled
foreknowledge must also include that God experienced me 1,000 years ago
just as He does today. That is not the New Testament. If it was not genuine
for me, then there was no loving relationship 1,000 years ago worthy of the

498 | sure cannot explain it with the finesse that William Lane Craig gives to middle
knowledge. And | would drill this in if I thought it would help: those having problems with
middle knowledge and just continuing with their claims to exhaustive-settled foreknowledge
and not contributing a scintilla to the solution ought to keep quiet. I can dream anyway.
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word. To project or pretend one was there (back then in the mind of God in
full experience of me) is to go radically against the New Testament pictures
of a dynamic and resurrected relationship. That even caters again to the
pagan idea of a Tenseless Sense or Timeless Presence or Eternal Now and
makes about as much sense as, “See that bird flying still?” While God is
certainly eternal, God went out of His way to reveal that He shares our
temporal space. He is a Father indeed.

To say God had the same knowledge and experience then, 1,000 years
ago, as He has today—because God is an Eternal Now—defeats the
resurrection freedom of me now, a freedom God revealed that He Himself
accomplished. Muddles the water. Though I cannot fully understand it, God
has seen fit to say that my genuine feelings for my own children are the
manner in which He Himself cares for me. That care and concern say
something very distinctive about my relationship with God in the present
that cannot have been true for me or God 1,000 years ago.

That is just what the New Testament reveals.

Using the rich Greek language, God could have just as well have
revealed Himself as an Eternal Now to us in the New Testament. Plato’s
and Aristotle’s writings were several hundred years old at the time of Christ,
and my goodness were written in Greek too—the same language as the New
Testament. The language and concepts were there 2,000 years ago to make
clear the Tenseless Sense of the divine Unblinking Eyeball. Of all people,
the Apostle Paul had the education and could have used the rich Greek
language (as lead by God he was) to explain the eternal prowessness of the
Tenseless Sense of timelessness and how the nowness of the Eternal Now
knows no bounds in His own sense of the tenseless now. Hee, hee, haah.

Instead, God revealed that He is bigger and more personally connected,
because He created a people in His own Image that had an ability to enjoy
something of life like He Himself enjoys life, fresh each day in a dynamic
relationship. Our dynamic loving relationships are our gift from God, given
to us so that God Himself could feel good Love Himself.

The obsession that Classical Theists have for defending their Tenseless
Sense that is a pagan inheritance is—me thinks—just another ruse of
Satan’s deceit, perhaps something of Satan’s greatest deceptions to date
since his duping of Adam and Eve. | mean, look how long and how
profusely influential that pagan inheritance has persisted.

Look today at the work-around of some of our finest Christian scholars
like Frame and Ware (so many others in the appendices). If Classical
Theists should persist, let there best truly dissect Pinnock’s chapter on our
pagan inheritance in his Most Moved Mover (65-111), for this chapter is a
true service to Christendom and deserves recognition as such.
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I have known many men who are pagans (on their faith of record and in
their lifestyle), and I don’t want anything to do with paganism. We truly
need to clear the biblical record on this, and Pinnock has given us some of
the strongest thinking to date. And the esteemed John Frame’s two pages on
“God and the Greeks” in his massive tome No Other God is a shameful
rendition, even sympathetic to paganism in this light—unbelievable.

We goofed. Then God saved and raised us up, causing us to be born
again into a living hope, empowering us by His own resurrection power. |
stand before God clean in Jesus’ name. And when I speak today and pray
today—Dbecause | am made in His Image—God enjoys me today in a fresh
and unique manner. That should be good enough. But God revealed more.

To help my childlike understanding grasp my genuine relationship with
Him, God sent His Son, Jesus, who gives many fine words and parables.
God is indeed my heavenly Father—my Abba. But that is not all.

To help me in my fatiguing cogitations, God revealed some of the
dynamics involved in my loving relationship with Him. By the very
resurrection power that God used to raise His own Son, He also raised me to
a new freedom to serve in Christ. That is not all. Because of Christ’s own
work on the Cross and Christ’s ascension to glory, I can right now come
boldly to the very throne of God in prayer and have a living hope in heaven.

How much more clear do the Classical Theists want it? Even if it was
written in the sky, they would not believe. Some children will kick stones.

Even though God knew me 1,000,000 years ago, even if God does
possess exhaustive dynamic or settled foreknowledge, that foreknowledge
1,000,000 years ago did not include all of His fresh experience with me in
this present moment. God experiences something with me today that is
fresh, unique and lively for Him, because | was made in His Image.

Let me say it like this for the thick-of-skull. I have been raised a new
creature in Christ; | enjoy a freedom in Christ; my own prayers are made
possible because of the resurrection and ascension of Christ. That means—
by God—that God Himself is enjoying me today as my heavenly Father
much more than any earthly father can enjoy his own children. And
likewise, God is enjoying you and me much more genuinely. And
furthermore, God is enjoying this now in real time in a fashion He did not
1,000 years ago, because that is precisely what the New Testament says.

Oh, that is the basic meaning of “I shall never leave you” and Paul’s
meaning in that we should “pray without ceasing” and the very seal of the
Holy Spirit who “bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God”
and “intercedes” for us. That is the very meaning of Hebrews 4:20 in the
declaration that we can “come boldly to the throne of God.”
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Close your eyes. Yes, close your eyes for a moment. Just listen to the
wind and feel the breeze. Can you hear the far-off echo of the wind as it is
forced through canyon strata below? Even turbo-charged as the wind forces
its way up from the bottom of the Grand Canyon? It sure is good to be with
you here today. It will be dark soon.

I wonder what the Grand Canyon looks like under the light of a full
moon? | wonder if you can see the earth-tone colors under the moon rays.

e

3. Difference between God’s Foreknowledge & Experience?

Nothing is more important than the certainty of our genuine real-time
loving relationship with God. From the New Testament, God may foreknow
everything, even the slightest detail in dynamic foreknowledge. Yet, who
knows for sure? I do not know. But the type of God’s foreknowledge is not
nearly as settled as the genuineness of our relationship with God in the
present; genuineness should be the benchmark against which all else is
hammered—the First Doctrine indeed.

God is Love, and the nature of Love is a true and fresh joy in the
presence of the loved one, hour by hour, day by day. My experience of my
Love for my child is but the muddy and cloudy image of God’s Love for
me, made in His Image as | am.

God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that
whosoever would believe Him would not perish but have eternal life. And
that Son was raised from the dead on the third day, appeared to many, then
ascended to heaven. He shall come again and take us home. Between now
and our homecoming, God takes great pleasure in each person who comes
to Him in their own closet, who comes to Him as a child. For that is how we
are to come to God.

That is what the New Testaments says. It cannot be more clear.

Does God foreknow the freshness He will experience of me tomorrow?
Don’t know. Don’t need to know, yet | argue for a freshness to God t00.499

What | do know is that there will be a huge difference between today
and tomorrow, and | know that there will be a huge difference between what
God knows of His own experience of tomorrow and what God will actually
experience in freshness tomorrow—that is the precise difference between a

499 Who really cares? Other than academics, few worry about such things.
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dead past-tense god of paganism’s Eternal Now and our living and loving
God. Whatever God knows of tomorrow will be somewnhat different from
what God will actually experience in freshness of tomorrow. Why?
Precisely because the New Testament revealed that God is our Father and
not a pagan Eternal Now. God did not give up any of His own life in the
creation of the world or in the creating of us in His own Image. What God
did do was give us some of His own ability to Love.

Best of all, whatever God knows of next month, beyond what God has
ordained to happen, God can intervene tomorrow and answer my prayer.
God’s foreknowledge is not greater than God’s power to intervene. Just like
God did with so many throughout the Bible, God’s ultimate plan from the
foundation of the world does not change, and there is no place in the Bible
that says that God did plan out every step or every cricketing of every
grasshopper. Why should God need to plan and ordain each step? God could
keep an eye on things just fine without being so needy. Truly, the future is
not a stone too large for God to move. Our God is alive.

At the very least, there is some difference between

what God knows and what God experiences

based, again, upon the pictures of God’s nature in the New Testament. We
cannot discern all the differences, because we are the mere image and are
the wee-little children. But we can discern some differences: Father,
resurrection freedom, and daily prayer.

Now, hold on here. All of that could imply some kind of deficit in
knowledge in God 1,000 years ago. It certainly could. And we can hear the
Classical Theists hollering down from their high places on the North Rim of
the Grand Canyon, “no deficit in knowledge, no deficit in knowledge.”

What is greater? Knowledge or experience? What came first? The
chicken or the egg? | read books and can come to know much through
reading. But sometimes | learn from experience, by putting my hands on
things and working with tools. Round and round the Classical Theist merry-
go-round we go, but let us not get stuck as we go around. We have made
some progress.

I know. Some Classical Theist will be saying that we cannot base our
theology on experience and that we must derive our theology from the
Word of God. Da! Don’t you get tired of that? That is precisely what we
have been doing. The New Testament witness is that we have a relationship
with God and that our relationship with God is as that of a loving earthly
father to a son. Raised to walk in newness of life. Today raised.

Could God have been clearer? Oh yes, God could have been. God
certainly could have revealed Himself in the New Testament as the lordly
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monarch.500 He could have said that we were the slaves tending to His
feudal palace. The Greek language was rich enough. Even the fisherman
Peter would have known how to tell us about that. Paul would have given us
the philosophy of that; you know Paul was not afraid of anything, certainly
not the political fallout (he left his job as president of the Pharisees, as
Pharisee of Pharisee he was). Instead of monarch, God sent His only Son,
Jesus Christ, and Jesus Himself gave us many fine parables. Jesus is Lord of
the universe, but to us He is closer than a brother and himself points us to
the Father. And again, God revealed much more to Matthew, Mark, Luke,
John, Paul, Peter, and James.

If a Classical Theist brings this up, just remember what it was like when
you had to taste the baby food in the attempt to cajole the child to eat. Some
children are just that way, you know. They are just not going to eat.

And this genuineness, with all the fine words of Jesus, takes precedence
over much and is instructive of the nature of God. The New Testament was
given so that we might know God in a personal way, not just think about
God in an abstract way. That is why God sent Jesus. Not only to help us, but
to be our savior and make a way for us to be able to come boldly before the
throne. He is with us always. And the very message of what God has
provided is what instructs us—unilaterally—about the degree and nature of
God’s foreknowledge.

Whatever the actual nature of God’s exhaustive dynamic (or settled
[boo]) foreknowledge beyond the next five seconds of human actions or
electrons—whatever—that  “knowledge” does not include identical
“experiences” from yesterday and today that would exclude or prevent God
from getting and cherishing genuinely fresh joy in fellowship with you or
me. Or prevent God’s answering a prayer to deliver or save from harm.

The New Testament gives ample evidence that knowledge and
experience go hand in hand. And yet there is a distinction. We learn to grow
in the knowledge of God, oh yes, we do. We do study the Bible. Why? To
know God better, not just intellectually, but to learn how to obey and pray
and walk with God in the cool of day—as well as in the mud and muck of
life. But the most fundamental point of all—take a guess—has been made
so very clear for us: Love God and pray. We study the Bible and doctrine in
order to strengthen our living faith and living walk with God. The
experience of loving each other and loving God take precedent over the
study of God. Indeed, the study of God is vain and blasphemous as an end
in itself.501

500 Or Tenseless Sense.

501 In 1848, Seren Kierkegaard said, “From the Christian point of view, everything ...
ought to serve for upbuilding. The kind of scholarliness and scienticity that ultimately does
[Footnote continued on the next page ... do enjoy]
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In the New Testament, the priority is upon our genuine loving
relationship and upon our nurturing of that living relationship. In our
fatiguing cogitations, whatever we shall believe or develop further about the
extent of God’s dynamic foreknowledge beyond the next five seconds—
whatever—that extent of development will have to be hammered out against
the supremacy of our genuine loving relationship with God—the First
Doctrine in the theology of God.

We cannot make an exception to this genuineness, and it entails aspects
far beyond us as well. In fact, because we are made in the Image of God, we
will never know the full nature and ramifications and detail of this genuine
real-time relationship. We’re just the children.

Truly, the Potter in His own freedom has made us in His Image. That is
the Potter’s freedom, for that is what the Potter did. To truly understand
ourselves and the grand mystery of our earthly father and son, mother and
son relationship, we will have to plumb the depths of God’s own triune
communion, the very source of our Imago Dei, the image that we carry.
What we share with each other—this side of heaven—is truly but a shadow
of what God Himself is currently enjoying with us and just a shadow of
what we will enjoy when we see God face to face.

I’1l stick with the God of the New Testament, thank you, my heavenly
Father who actually takes real joy in my prayers and supplications. But let
us stay on track, and deal with a few more Classical Theist concerns.

For now, it is just good to be with you. Forget about the Granola Bar
wrapper. I’'m sorry for getting upset over it. Maybe I should not have
brought that up.

—<=H>—<

not build up is precisely thereby unchristian. Everything essentially Christian must have in its
presentation a resemblance to the way a physician speaks at the sickbed; even if only medical
experts understand it, it must never be forgotten that the situation is the bedside of the sick
person. It is precisely Christianity’s relation to life (in contrast to the scholarly distance from
life) or the ethical aspect of Christianity that is upbuilding, and the mode of presentention,
however rigorous it may be otherwise, is completely different, qualitatively different, from
the kind of scienticiety and scholarliness that is “indifferent,” whose lofty heroism is so far,
Christianly, from being heroism that, Christianly, it it is a kind of inhuman curiosity. It is
Christian heroism—a rarity, to be sure—to venture wholly to become oneself ... alone before
God... All Christian knowing, however rigorous its form, ought to be concerned, but this
concern is precisely the upbuilding.” From The Sickness Unto Death: A Christian
Psychological Exposition for Upbuilding and Awakening (ed. & trans. by Howard and Edna
Hong; Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1980: 5).
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4. God’s Love Steadfast, Dynamic, Crimson Shades to Infinity

Truly, the heart of our living God is Love; God is a person, and Love is
the quintessential element in God’s personhood.

And just think. The fellowship that you and | share is just a cloudy
reflection of how God feels about us. His thoughts, | am told, outnumber the
sand on the seashore. That is the way | feel about some family members of
mine: | have thoughts of them that outnumber the sand on the seashore.
How much greater is the number and how much more fresh today does God
enjoy me today than 1,000 years before | was born? Heck, God is so great
and so much larger than an Eternal Now, because God can Love you more
at this moment than He loved you one hour ago. God is so great that He can
experience something fresh in your Love for Him this very moment on top
of what God experienced of you one hour ago. And God can do so on and
on throughout our everlasting loving lives.

I shall not tweak or clip God into a pagan settlement, where He cannot
grow in Love. | believe God will Love me more after 10,000 years in glory
than He Loves me today; even while God’s Love is steadfast and
unchanging in magnitude and conviction, God’s Love can also grow in
dearness and affection. Why not? Is that not a greater God and greater Love
than saying that Love has to be 100% settled? We truly do not know the
limits of God or the limits of Love. Oh, you know, God is Love. How do |
know this? Because that is an earthly father and mother’s Love.

God could not have been more clear.

Hey, listen to this, God is so great that He can experience something
fresh of you and me and every other person on the planet right at this very
moment on top of what God experienced of all of us one hour ago. God has
said that my relationship with my earthly father is how He Himself feels
about you and me, and that gets better each hour of every day.

Oh, praise God for His great and steadfast and dynamic Love.

I wonder what it is going to be like when we go home and are able to
share and relate and Love God on His level of genuine loving, on His level
of heart-to-precious-heart concern.

Can you see the red hue of the sun as it goes down?

Watch, watch how the red hues of the sun cause the entire canyon to
glow. Crimson shades to infinity.

Can you see? Can you see how the entire Grand Canyon of God’s
genuine real-time loving concern is colored and even empowered by the
blood of the Son?

It is so very good to be with you here today.

Yeah, you’re right ... I should shut up ... and just watch the sunset.

Hhhmmmnnn ... aaaah ... (feel the wind?).
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Feeling the splendor ... is better than thinking about it.502

©

—<=H=—<

C. Going Home—Free at Last

1. Where Time, Free will, Sovereignty, & Foreknowledge
Will Be Swallowed Up in Glory, & the Classical Theist Burden
2. Going Home—Where Seeing God’s Heart Dissipates Sovereignty
1. Where Time, Free will, Sovereignty, and Foreknowledge will be
Swallowed up in Glory, and the Classical Theist Burden

Another indication of the primacy of genuineness is seen in the Shadow
of Prayer Dynamic where time itself will be swallowed up by eternity’s
weight and permanence. Free will, foreknowledge, and sovereignty will also
be swallowed up by the glory of God that we will move into. When we
move under the full light of our great God, we shall see Him as He is and be
made like Him. That will be a very good day.

In eternity, do not expect to see much use of the words “time,” “free
will,” “foreknowledge,” or “sovereignty.” A perfected Love has no fear, and
a perfected Love has no need for those words.

In eternity, what will we carry over from this life? Nothing of this earth
will carry over. There will be a new earth. I’ll tell you what we will carry
over from this earth to the next: only the gold and precious stones. The only
thing of true significance in this life is our loving relationships with each
other and with God. Best of all, our genuine and free relationship with God
in Love will carry over and increase forever, or at least remain dynamically
alive forever. That is the nature of Love, you know, to dynamically relate in
caring and sharing from heart to precious heart. God moves toward your
heart and is moved by your heart, and He desires us to be moved by His
heart as well. The Most Moved Mover was so moved He sent His Son while
we were still unmoved by a wondrous revelation of His own mighty deeds.

The genuineness of my relationship with God is permanently attached
to the nature of my eternal life—the free gift of God. Is this the resurrection
of my Imago Dei? Is this the clearing away of the clouds from my Imago
Dei? Is my new birth a new restoration of the Image of God in me to have a

502 Splendor remains splendorous when splendor is not viewed as an abstract it or the
mere idea of another kind or quality of information exchange. Ok, ok ... I’ll shut up.
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full relationship? | do not fully know, but this | do certainly know: this
resurrection includes my ability to approach God in the present in a genuine
prayer that touches God. It’s pretty complicated.503

What | do know is that God is sovereign enough to enter fully into the
present, if He so chooses (and He has given a long history of His so
choosing—called the Bible). As such, then the great certainty of my genuine
relationship with God becomes a great burden for all Classical Theists to
explain how genuineness fits inside of a settled view of foreknowledge. For
those Classical Theists believing in meticulous sovereignty, the great
burden is twofold: (1) the above, and (2) explain how their genuine and
everlasting relationship remains genuine under such sovereignty.

Dynamic foreknowledge does seem to fit well here. In that case, the
burden is lifted, and it makes sense that God is alive enough to truly
respond to you and me—no matter what the future holds.

Let’s finish this. It is almost dinner time.
The air is getting cooler, and the moon is causing shadows of its own.

—<<fi=<

2. Going Home—Seeing God’s Heart Dissipates Sovereignty

What a trip!
We shall be going home soon.504

Such beautiful scenery. You know that on both the North and South
Rims of the Grand Canyon, we have identical stakes driven deep down to
bedrock. We have a genuine loving relationship with God in real time—the
First Doctrine in the theology of God—and this stake of concurrence is
driven down on both sides. You remember how the very strata of the Grand
Canyon is God’s Omniscient-Omnipresent Attribute, the very foundation
for both the North and South Rims. You felt the river of the Christ-Freedom
Dynamic running freely, continually breaking up dirt, going deeper and

503 More complicated that the dynamics of creation ex nihilo.
504 [llustration by Gustave Doré.
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deeper, moving us, shaping us—and it will move us into a greater freedom
in heaven.

You did—I know you did—we together enjoyed the grandeur and
splendor of the radiating colors of the strata, earth-tones all of them, earthy
to the uttermost. How beautiful the Christian life is made by the Shadow of
Prayer Dynamic, unique to all and of the same essence for all—all at the
same time. We pray and talk to God. We do pray much here on earth.

What God has given is great, but God has not given us all that is to
come. No eye has seen or ear has heard yet what God has in store for us.
Once we are finally home, we shall be able to talk to God much more
genuinely and so much more clearly—personal to the uttermost in heaven.
That is our Christian hope and the ultimate purpose of the Cross of Christ.

We emphasize again that God is not an idiot. If God had intended for us
to understand Him as a grand Unblinking Eyeball, a fully satiated Eternal
Now—God would have told us just that. Peter was direct enough, Paul
erudite enough, and the Greek language was rich enough.

Just for me, | think it will be great to talk to God in heaven without any
of my own distracting dysfunctions. Don’t you? ... I know you do.

Best of all, we came to see how the splendor and grandeur of
relationships are the essence of our Imago Dei. Being made in the very
Image of God allows us to enjoy splendor and grandeur—moment to
moment Love—at God’s own creation, with each other and best of all with
God Himself. God takes some real-time pleasure in your loving Him. If the
splendor of relationships is so good here, we have not seen anything yet!
Wow. What grandeur and splendor are to come? | cannot conceive.

What a fantastic trip! Thanks for being my friend.

When that time comes, the fatiguing cogitations of time and
foreknowledge will be effectively annihilated by the weight of God’s glory
and the mass of our everlasting loving lives. In our everlasting home—
heaven—I will not need the words “sovereignty” or “free will,” not
anymore than a earthly child needs to know that his father is king of the
house or lord of the manor. A loving father who is truly in charge so
exercises his authority in a way that the child lives in security and Love.

How much more Love will we see and feel in heaven? If Love is good
down here—in His Image as we are—then how much more grand will Love
be when we do finally go to our everlasting home.

I have a promise. | shall one day enjoy a far more genuine relationship
with God than anything that | could have ever dreamed of here on earth.
God is very able “to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that worketh in us,”505 and certainly “No eye has

505 Eph. 3:20.
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seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for
those who Love Him.”’506

With a permanent, perfect Love and a permanently perfected freedom in
Christ, my genuine and fearless and growing Love for God—I am
convinced—will be so real and genuine and growing that | will be able to sit
straight up front and right in the center of God’s face, face to face with His
supreme glory. Sitting there, | shall not die or need to hide my face. Instead,
I think | shall at last be able to say with utter sincerity and with warmth all
around me—Abba.

Where then is the place for the word sovereignty in the very lap of God?

In heaven, at that time, God’s supreme glory will shine so effectively
and my Love will reciprocate with God so purely and profusely that | will
bathe in God’s glorious Love. When I sit in His lap and bathe in His Love—
totally unobstructed—sovereignty itself will become passé as | view past
God’s sovereignty and glory into the very Precious Heart of my loving
Lord who is also my very own Loving Abba.

See ya there.

Now let me share with you the best part of all. What will heaven feel
like when we do get there? What feelings and experiences will become
more real and more genuine in heaven?

5,

Truly, the best is yet to come.507

506 | Cor. 2:9, quoting Isaiah 64:4.
507 Illustration by Gustave Doré.
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